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Agreement readied on Mostar elections 

S/ ^^ V0 ^ “ Muslim, Croat and Serb representatives 

5^^ a d fiSl C i D l!L thC dh ^*F* a| y * MostJir on^Sday by 


MTMmMUfaxed to Reuters, calls for the poll not later than June 
^^^^or^naJly had been scheduledfor the end of May”? 
nooJCroat paroes m Mostar refused to register because Skh 
and displaced people driven from their toriesdorine Uk 43?5K 
Bosnian srar would have been unable to lofVJSSS 

Er«fe M £ 

SS^SSTJEt-Ss 

s agreement appeared to ’ defuse an 
elettoral row which had threatened the uneasy peace between 

Mostar Md ““ a shadoafotw country- 
wide elections scheduled for September. y 



Oman gives Palestinians $7 million 

MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman’s Sultan Oaboos on Saturday donated 
57 million to the Palestinians to ’’ease their suffering” during talks 
with Palestinian President Yasser Arafat. The official agency 
ONA said the two leaders also discussed the need to open 
diplomatic representations in each other's territories “as soon as 
posable.” Aaarding to Arafat’s advisor Nabil Abu Rdain, Oman 
will open an office in the autonomous Gaza Strip and the 
Palestinian National Authority (PNA) in Muscat before the end of 
the year. It will be the first Palestinian diplomatic representation in 
Oman where the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) never 
had an office, as it did in other Arab states. Mr. Arafat arrived 
Saturday for a two-day official visit during which ONA said he 
would discuss with Sultan Qaboos “ways of consolidating the 
peace process and ensuring stability for the Palestinian people."* 
Oman and Qatar are the only two Gulf countries to have made 
steps towards gradually normalising ties with Israel. The Jewish 
state on Tuesday opened a trade office in Oman, its first in a Gulf 
state. 
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Syrians to remain until 
Israelis leave - Lebanon 


King and 

Queen 

return 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor 
returned home Saturday 
after a several-day visit to 
the United Kingdom 
where King Hussein re- 
ceived the Winston Chur- 
chill Award in recognition 
of his endeavours to 
achieve peace in the Mid- 
dle Hast and enhance re- 
gional cooperation and 
understanding. 

The King and Queen 
were received upon arriv- 
al by Their Royal High- 
nesses Crown Prince H as- 
sail. Princess Sarvath and 
Princess Basina, other 
royal family members and 
senior officials. 

On Sunday, King Hus- 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor, who returned home on Saturday, 
after a visit to the United Kingdom, are received upon arrival by Their Royal- 1 
Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath (Petra photo) 


sein will deliver an 
address to the nation on 
the occasion of Jordan's 
50th independence 


anniversary. The address 
will be delivered at a cere- 
mony marking the occa- 
sion to be hosted by Prime 


Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

The ceremony will start 
at 6.30 p.m. 


Islamists step up pressure on 
rattled Turkish government 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanon has no intention of 
asking Syria to withdraw or 
redeploy its troops stationed 
in the country while Israel 
continues to occupy part of 
South Lebanon, a govern- 
ment report published on 
Saturday said. 

The Syrian troops, esti- 
mated to number 35,000, 
were in Lebanon at the gov- 
ernment’s invitation under a 
Lebanese-Syrian treaty of 
brotherhood, the report said. 

“The Lebanese govern- 
ment still needs the help of 
Syrian troops on its territory 
to help face the many dangers 
threatening the country so 
long as the Israeli occupation 
does not end and Israeli 
aggressions continue," the 
report said. 

It was prepared by the In- 
terior Ministry and approved 
on Wednesday by the cabinet 
of Prime Minister Rafik A1 
Hariri in response to critic- 
isms of Lebanon’s political 
system and human rights 
stance in an annual U.S. 
State Department report ear- 
lier this year. 

“Lebanon has no intention 
of requesting a redeploy- 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
team of U.N. experts bas 
begun to arrive here to set up 
a long-term system to moni- 
tor Iraqi imports and stop 
Baghdad from rearming, 
U.N. officials said Saturday. 

hi particular the experts 
. will control the import of 
materials and equipment 
which could be used to pro- 
duce weapons, Charles Har- 
per, a special assistant to the 
U.N. committee on Iraqi dis- 
armament (UNSCOM) told 
AFP. 

The first expert arrived on 
May 18 and “others will fol- 
low," he said. 

The team's mission was set 
up under a resolution 
adopted in March by the 
U.N. Security Council to cre- 
ate a long-term monitoring 
system of “dual use” Iraqi 
imports both now and once 
the U.N. sanctions on Bagh- 
dad are lifted. 

“There is a very long list of 


PARIS (Agencies) — As 
France mourned seven Trap- 
pi st monks said to have been 
killed by Algerian guerrillas, 
the Algiers government said 
on Saturday it could not con- 
firm or deny their deaths. 

An Interior Ministry state- 
ment carried by Algeria’s 
official news agency APS 
said: “The Algerian govern- 
ment does not have, to this 
day, any element that could 
confirm or deny this informa- 
tion.” 

It was the first official 
Algerian reaction to the 
claim made 48 hours earlier 
by the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA) that they had cut the 
throats of French monks kid- 
napped two months ago from 
their Medea monastery, 
south of Algiers. 

French leaders have con- 
firmed that the GIA state- 
ment was authentic. Prayers 
were said for the monks in 
Paris mosques on Friday and 
bells will toll in Roman 
Catholic churches all over the 
country after the main mass 
on Sunday. 

Political leaders, voicing 
honor at the news, have 
agreed to lead a mourning 
rally in» Paris on Tuesday. 

“If (the killings) were con- 
firmed, it would cause in- 
dignation, repulsion and con- 
demnation in Algeria. It 
would be in the bloodthirsty 
and barbarian logic of these 
criminal groups," the Alge- 
rian Interior Ministry said. 

“Since the kidnapping of 
the Trappist monks, the 
Algerian government has 
spared no effort to find them 


ment, not because of the 
influence that Syria exercises 
on Lebanese decision- m ake rs 
as the (U.S.) report alleges, 
but because the country s till 
needs the help of these 
troops,” the Lebanese report 
said. 

“Lebanon refuses, in addi- 
tion, to compare the Syrian 
presence to the Israeli 
occupation,” h added. 

Israel has held part of 
South Lebanon for 18 years. 
At present, some 1,000 
Israeli troops hold a border 
strip totalling about 10 per 
cent of Lebanese territory, 
officially in order to ward off 
guerrilla attacks on northern 
Israel. 

The Lebanese report, to be 
delivered to the State De- 
partment, denied that arbit- 
rary arrests took place in 
Lebanon and said there were 
no political prisoners. Police 
carried out arrests under the 
authority of the judiciary, it 
said. 

“The information about 
torture inflicted by the forces 
of order on certain detainees 
are exaggerated," the report 
added. “Pressures are effec- 
tively exercised on people 


instance chemical and indust- 
rial equipment and raw mate- 
rials which use can be per- 
fectly legitimate but which 
could alro be used in- the 
productipn of mass destruc- 
tion weapons,” Mr. Harper 
said. 

“We have put in place one 
• of the last pieces of the jigsaw 
in terms of monitoring 
groups,” aimed at ensuring 
Iraq no long produces 
weapons of mass destruction, 
be added. 

The experts will be free to 
move around the country to 
set up the monitoring which 
Mr. Harper said would be 
“open-ended." 

The newspaper run by 
President Saddam Hussein's 
eldest son ridiculed Iraqi 
minis ters on Saturday for 
praising the ofl-for-food deal 
as a “victory” having pre- 
viously said it amounted to 


unharmed. Research opera- 
tions will continue unabated 
until the criminal kidnappers 
are punished with all the 
law’s rigour,” it said. 

The GIA message said the 
monks, aged 50 to 82, had 
been slaughtered on Tues- 
day. They were kidnapped on 
March 27. 

French officials said there 
was every sign that the mes- 
sage, sent to a Moroccan 
radio station and saying the 
priests’ throats were slit after 
France refused to negotiate 
for their release, was 
genuine. 

They said it used the same 
quotations from the Koran 
and the same phrasing as 
previous communique? b 
the group and was signed 
with the stamp of GIA leader 
Djamei Zitoum. 

They said it contained an 
authenticating reference to a 
previously undisclosed audio 
cassette delivered to the 
French embassy in Algiers on 
April 30 with a demand for 
negotiations on the release of 
Islamic prisoners. 

Prime Minister Alain Jup- 
pe has confirmed that France 
had reftised to negotiate with 
the “terrorists” of the GIA, 
which has killed dozens of 
foreign residents, including 
18 members of the clergy, 
since ordering all foreigners 
to leave Algeria in 1993. 

Foreign Minister Herve de 
Charette hinted Paris would 
get even with the alleged 
killers, saying: “Never will 
these crimes be erased from 
our memories, and France s 
memory is long.” 


who are arrested and this is a 
common practice in the most 
democratic countries. 

“In any case, punishments 
are foreseen under the law 
for those who use force on 
detainees during interroga- 
tions,” it said. 

The report also responded 
to allegations of bad condi- 
tions in Lebanese jails by 
saying the country was 
emerging from a period of 
war that had caused wide- 
spread destruction and the 
state was undertaking the re- 
habilitation of Lebanon’s 
. jails and the improvement of 
conditions for prisoners. 

Hizbofiah dawns aWaffc 

Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
guerrillas said Saturday they 
had attacked an Israeli patrol 
in occupied southern Leba- 
non causing several casual- 
ties. 

In a statement sent to 
AFP, the group said it had 
“repelled a mechanised 
Israeli military patrol as it 
tried to advance on the 
Akmata plain" close to the 
Iqlim A1 Tufah heights. 

It said, there had been 


for being hypocritical and 
trying to fool public opinion. 

“Each of us remembers the 
statements from Iraqi offi- 
cials comparing the oil-for- 
food deal to a U.N. mandate 
on Iraq, saying that accepting 
it would be treason and an 
attack on the country’s digni- 
ty and sovereignty," the pap- 
er said. 

“But once the accord was 
signed, the marathon began 
between the beneficial 
aspects of this accord," said 
Babel, run by the Iraqi presi- 
dent's eldest son, Uaay. 

Babel, the only newspaper 
in Iraq that criticised the gov- 
ernment, also called on the 
television to air the ministers' 
before and after statements. 

Other Iraqi newspapers on 
Saturday continued to praise 
the agreement as a great vic- 
tory for the country. 

Iraq has been subjected to 
v a U.N. oil and trade embargo 
since it invaded Kuwait in 


The outlawed Algerian 
fundamentalist Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) condemned 
the killings in Algeria as run- 
ning counter to Islam. 

The GIA, a radical 
offshoot of FIS, accuses 
France of aiding and abetting 
the military-led government 
of President Liamine 
Zeronal. 

In a newsletter close to the 
GIA, parts of which were 
published by the French daily 
Liberation on Saturday, the- 
armed fundamentalist group 
accused France of betraying 
the organisation and vowed 
to make its duplicity public. 

In its latest edition, num- 
bered 44 — the same number 
as the announcement of the 
monk’s death — A1 Ansar 
said it would publish docu- 
ments which “describe events 
following (the monks’) kid- 
napping and i:p to (their) 
death,” and “French 
attempts at betrayal,” Li- 
beration reported. 

The daily said the newslet- 
ter was signed by Abu Abdul 
Rahman Amin, leader of tbe 
Armed Islamic Group, the 
the most radical of the groups 
fighting Algeria’s secular au- 
thorities. 

The reported killings have 
provoked widespread conde- 
mnation, including from the 
Islamic World. 

Spiritual leader of the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
movement "Tn Lebanon,- 
Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, on Saturday con- 
demned the murders as a 


(Continued on page 7) 


several Israeli casualties in 
the clashes, but the radio of 
Israel's proxy-militia, . the 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), 
only announced a patrol had 
been attacked in Israel’s self- 
declared “security zone” 
without mentioning any 
casualties. 

It also did not specify 
where the attack took place. 

Earlier the SLA’s “Voice 
of South” radio said a “civi- 
lian was seriously injured by 
an explosive placed in the 
path of his van on the road to 
Jezzine," in the north of the 
rone. 

The radio said an unspeci- 
fied number of passengers in 
the vehicle with the man were 
also wounded and hospital- 
ised. 

But hospitals contacted 
along the occupied border 
zone at Jezzine. Marjayoun 
and Bint Jbeil, told AFP they 
had not taken in any casual- 
ties. 

Meanwhile, Syria accused 
Israel of deliberately hamper- 
ing the creation of ceasefire 
monitoring committee in 
South Lebanon, after the sus- 

( Continued on page 7) 


August 1990, but on Monday 
signed a deal with the United 
Nations allowing it for the 
first time in nearly six years 
to sell limited quantities of 
crude to buy food and medi- 
cines. 

The oil-for-fbod deal is the 
first easing of the sanctions, 
but many countries insisted it 
did not mark an end to the 
embargo saying Iraq has still 
to meet U.N. resolutions 
adopted at the end of the 
1991 Gulf war to liberate 
Kuwait. 

The deal signed Monday 
under U.N. Resolution 986, 
allows Iraq to export 52 mil- 
lion of ofl every six months to 
buy food and medicine under 
strict controls. 

About one third of pro- 
ceeds will go to a U.N. fund 
to compensate victims of the 
1990-1991 Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait, and another chunk 
to finance U.N. activities in 
Iraq. 


ISKENDERUN, Turkey (R) 
— Israel's ambassador to 
Turkey toured .a sensitive 
border province on Saturday, 
sending a message to nearby 
Syria that Turkisb-Israeli 
cooperation is strengthening 
despite protests from the 
Arab World. 

Ambassador Zvi Elpeleg, 
accompanied by bodyguards 
and embassy officials, met 
local dignitaries in the pro- 
vince of Hatay, claimed from 
Turkey by Israel’s adversary 
Syria for more than five de- 
cades. 

“We are here to look at the 
possibility for further trade 
between (Turkey and 
Israel)," Mr. Elpeleg said at 
his hotel in the Naval port 
city of Iskenderun, 35 
kilometres from the Syrian 
border. 

He denied the weekend 
visit was related to recent 
military pact with Turkey 
which has angered Arabs. 

Turkey has ruled Hatay 
since ?939, when France, 
then the colonial power in 
Syria, ceded it to Ankara. 
The province, populated 
mostly by ethnic Arabs, n 
still shown on Syrian maps as 
belonging to Damascus. 

Turkey and Syria also have 


Peres and 
Netanyahu- 
meet on 
TV today 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
and right-winger Benjamin 
Netanyahu are running neck- 
and-neck ahead of Wednes- 
day's poll and a television 
debate between them on Sun- 
day is unlikely to spring any 
surprises. 

“I do not think the debate 
will be a stage for gimmicks 
or for someone pulling a rab- 
bit out his hat," Netanyahu 
adviser Eyal Arad said about 
Sunday’s contest, which will 
be held three days before the 
national election. 

“There is no need for any' 
rabbits. We have had ffpur 
years of great achievements 
... and we have four more 
years ahead of us. So gim- 
micks or tricks are unneces- 
sary," said Shimon Sheves, 
head of the information 
bureau of Mr. Peres' ruling 
Labour Party. * 

The 30-minute debate will 
be tbe only chance Mr. Peres 
and Mr. Netanyahu will have 
to spar face-to-face in a low- 
key campaign six months af- ' 
ter the killing of Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin by a right- 

(Continned on page 7) 


long-running disputes over 
the sharing of regional water 
and accusations that Damas- 
cus helps Kurdish guerrillas 
in their 12-year separatist 
fight in southeast Turkey. 

Relations worsened with 
news that Turkey had signed 
a secret military pact with 
Israel in February. Israeli F- 
16 jets have taken part in 
training flights over the con- 
servative Muslim heartland 
of Turkey under the accord. 

Turkish Defence Minister 
Oltan Sungari u said on Fri- 
day the pact would not be 
debated in parliament despite 
protests from the country's 
Islamists and reported doubts 
by Turkish Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz. 

“There is legally no ques- 
tion of this agreement being 
put on the assembly’s agen- 
da," Mr. Sungurlu said at a 
news conference. “If the gov- 
ernment doesn’t consider the 
accord appropriate it can 
solve the problem through 
other channels,” be said. 

He said the deal made no 
provisions for joint naval 
manoeuvres, as alleged in 
Turkish press reports. Copies 
die accord leaked to a 

(Contiuued on page 7) 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkey's powerful Islamist 
party on Saturday said it was 
considering a censure motion 
against secularist Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz as the 
final nail in the coffin of his 
tattered coalition govern- 
ment. 

“Of course we will wait for 
it. It's one of the options,” 
Abdullah Gul, a deputy 
chairman of the Islam-based 
Welfare Party, told Reuters. 

The main opposition 
Islamists are set to be the 
biggest benefactors from tbe 
likely collapse of the con- 
servative government after 11 
weeks of bitter infighting. 

“Welfare Party is the 
largest of Turkey. Without us 
you can’t be anything. We 
have the largest group in 
parliament," Mr. Gul said in 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
bank accounts of the former 
emir of Qatar, who was de- 
posed by his son in a blood- 
: less coup last year, have been 
frozen in Switzerland at the 
request of the emirate, a 
newspaper said here Satur- 
day. 

“The public ministry ... has 
taken action at the request of 
the Qatari government. The 
accounts of the former emir 
. of Qatar have been blocked," 
Folco Galli, a federal police 
spokesman, was quoted as 
saying bv tbe newspaper 
Journal .de Geneve. 

He could not be reached 
for confirmation. 

Sheikh Khalifa Ben 
Hamad A1 Thani was de- 
posed by his son in a blood- 
less palace coup on June 27, 


an interview. 

The success of any censure 
motion, which could not be 
heard in parliament until af- 
ter June 2 local elections, 
would depend on coalition 
partner Tansu Ciller, who 
said her True Path Party 
(DYP) was withdrawing its 
support from the acrimonious 
union. 

“The DYP will begin to 
work... urgently for a major- 
ity government. Until the 
new government is formed, 
our ministers will remain in 
place," she told reporters af- 
ter a late-night party strategy 
session. 

She has described the gov- 
ernment as “legally and prac- 
tically finished” after a con- 
stitutional challenge to its 
right to rule. 

Welfare came in a narrow 


1995, while he was visiting 
Europe. 

His fortune is estimated at 
between 53 and 56 billion, 
according to the newspaper. 
His son and successor. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa, 
has claimed the money is 
state property and not the 
personal wealth of the de- 
posed emir. 

Switzerland has stepped up 
its cooperation in recent 
years with foreign govern- 
ments in their investigations 
of former leaders who 
allegedly fled their countries 
with wealth stashed in secret 
Swiss bank accounts. 

Egypt receives message 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak received a message 


first at inconclusive general' 
elections last December but- 
was denied power by Ciller 
and Mr. Yilmaz, political 
soulmates but bitter personal 
rivals. 

The Islamists, whose win 
was the first victory in Tur- 
key’s modern history, have 
shrewdly played the secular- 
ists off against each other. 

Much of the government • 
discord is due to Mr. Yil- 
maz’s support for Welfare 
charges of corruption against 
former Premier Ciller. 

The Islamists, with 158 
seats in the 550-seat assem- 
bly, were also the instigators 
of the constitutional court’s 
annulment of the March con- 
fidence vote that approved 
Mr. Yilmaz's administration. 

(Continued on .page 7) 


from the emir of Qatar on 
Saturday as the two coun- 
tries’ foreign ministers met to 
push forward bilateral coop- 
eration. 

Qatari Foreign Minister 
Hamed Ben Jasim A1 Thani 
said he handed Mr. Mubarak 
the message from the emir 
“dealing with political and 
economic matters of mutual 
interest." 

The minister told journal- 
ists ' that he discussed with 
Mr. Mubarak “everything 
connected with supporting 
the brotherly relations be- 
tween our countries." 

Afterwards he met with bis 
Egyptian counterpart Amr 
Musa for a session of the 
Egyptian-Qatari commission 
in which the two countries 


REPLACING PHONE NUMBERS 

DWILKAl M T RSLR1 ESA Iedical City St. 
Announces changing phone No. to: 
857184-857187 Mobile 07921737 

- Ahlan Wa Sahlan - 


(Continued on page 7) 
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CITY TERMINAL OPENING 


Under the patronage of H.M. King Hussein and in celebration of 
the anniversary of the Independence of Jordan, Royal Jordanian 
is pleased to announce the opening of the 7th circle City Terminal 
a new facility to help meet customer needs and ease travel 
procedures, saving passengers time and effort at Queen Alia 
International Airport (QJU.A) . 

RJ Passengers heading to all RJ destinations are welcomed to 
conduct all check-in procedures in the City Terminal as of the 
opening date then proceed to QJLI.A. either on RJ buses leaving 
the City Terminal or by their own means of transportation. 
Passengers will be welcomed st QJU.A. and lead to a special 
gate directly to the immigration counter. 

We hope that our new facilities will make traveling easier and 
more comfortable for our passengers. 


U.N. experts arrive in Iraq to monitor imports 


items in this category. For 


treason. 

. In a front page editorial, 
Babel attacked the minister 


ranee mourns Trappist monks, but 
Igeria cannot confirm their deaths 


Israeli envoy to Turkey 
tours Syria-claimed area 


Bank accounts of ex-emir of 
Qatar frozen in Switzeland 
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PNA sees crucial U.S. Death sought for Geagea 

1 • fh* -m j A A ii BEIRUT (AP) — The staie Lebanon’s recovery from the Christian nriSna was fofr 

1T1 Tll'lQl CTCIfllG |Q I prosecutor Friday demanded 1975-1990 dvil wan banded and he was aaested 

H lllldl kJ LutLid the death penalty “without Mr Geagea, 45, has inmid-1994. 


Y'ASHINGTON (USIA) — 
A .senior member of the 
Palestinian National 
-.'jihority (PNA) said here 
:• is crucial that the United 
States play “an important 
r.jle” in seeing that the 
upcoming permanent status 
negotiations between the 
PNA and Israel “come to a 
tr.rirful end." 

In the same breath Nabil 
Shaath, the Palestinian 
r:inister for planning and 
international cooperation, 
complained that the PNA is 
facing “some serious prob- 
iems" in gening foil U.S. 
.support, primarily from 
Congress, that is needed to 
bring about Middle East 
peace. 

Dr. Shaath came to Wash- 
ington after the University 
of Pennsylvania, his alma 
muter, awarded him an hon- 
f.-ury doctorate in law. He 
v.-.ls’ graduated from the 
university 31 years ago 
with a doctorate in business 
from the university’s famed 
Vvharton School, where be 
taught for five years 
before returning to the Mid- 
dle East. 

!n his talk at the National 
Association of Arab Ameri- 
cans Foundation (NAAA) 
on May 23, Dr. Shaath 
noted rhat although the 
Palestinians have fill filled 
all their commitments 
under the peace process, 
v,ey are still facing “a total 
freeze" in Congress on 
additional aid. 

In 1993. at an 
international donors confer- 
ence in Washington, the 
United States had pledged 
$5110 million to be dis- 
bursed over five years. 
Additional aid has been dis- 
bursed or earmarked 
through other U.S. agen- 
cies. 

But this is not the case 
with Israel, Dr. Shaath 
pointed out. Israel is sup- 
ported “financially, politi- 
cally and diplomatically in 
every way it requires," be 
stressed. 

•‘It can’t continue like 
this. I think there is some- 
tiring wrong here that needs 
be tackled," he argued, 
“This peace ' process 
reeds real support from the 
United States in continuing 
die.se negotiations (and) to 
make (item succeed.” he 
said, adtimg that the meet- 
ing earlier this month 
between Chairman Yasser 
V:;:*;tt and President Clin- 
!ii at the White House was 
“very successful, very 
v\ arm.” 

He maintained that the 
^alestiniar ; have come a 

BONN (R) — Germany is 
.•omidering limiting an 
influx of Jewish refugees 
from the former Soviet 
Union because most of 
iliein were no longer perse- 
cuted and sought to emi- 
grate for economic reasons. 
r>cr Spiegel magazine 
reported. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
agreed in 1990 to accept for 
humanitarian reasons an 
unlimited number of Jews 
front the former Soviet 
Union, a decision which 
Germany’s Jews ' hoped 
\\«»uld revive a community 


long way in making the 
peace process a success, “in 
behaviour" and especially 
in amending the Palestinian 
charter, eliminating all the 
anti-Israel articles. He cited 
several instances where the 
peace process has been 
beneficial to Israel as well. 

In reply to a question, he 
said the new Palestinian 
charter, which has yet to be 
drafted, will reflect the 
peace accords which have 
been signed and the “mutu- 
al recognition" letters 
exchanged between Mr 
Arafat and the late Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

The peace process is at an 
important juncture, he 
explained. The United 
Stares has “a direct respon- 
sibility" to make it work 
since it is a major sponsor 
Of the process that was 
launched in Madrid in 
1991. 

Dr. Shaath said that there 
are two issues at stake with 
the process at present: com- 
pliance and the permanent 
status talks. 

“No one has talked about 
Israeli compliance," he 
declared. “Israel has not 
fulfilled many of its con- 
tractual obligations under 
(he peace accords signed so 
far." He charged that Israel 
still occupies Palestinian 
villages, including Hebron, 
which it should have left 
three months ago. and pre- 
vents “free passage" move- 
ment between Gaza and the 
West Bank as stipulated in 
the Oslo accords. 

Moreover, he continued, 
Israel continues to hold 
several thousand Palestin- 
ian political prisoners, 
including some women 
prisoners who -were sup- 
posed to be released under 
the Taba agreement, had it 
not been for die interven- 
tion of Israeli President 
Ezra Weizmann. 

He went on to describe 
the Israeli shutdown of the 
borders following the 
recent bombings in Israeli 
cities- as an “absolute, total 
suffocating siege.” This has 
devastated the Palestinian 
economy, he charged, and 
echoed recent observations 
here that the Palestinian 
workers may not even find 
jobs in Israel when and if 
the borders are opened. 

Turning to the issue of the 
permanent status talks, 
which were launched “ cer- 
emoniously and symboli- 
cally" on May 6, as he put 
it, the minister observed 
that the peace process 
began without “the final 


outcome (being) clearly 
defined." 

He said there was only 
one reference to it in the 
Oslo accords, namely that 
the final status negotiations 
are designed to implement 
U.N. resolutions 242 and 
338. The two guidelines of 
these resolutions, he added, 
stipulated the inadmissibili- 
ty of the acquisition of ter- 
ritory by force, the evacua- 
tion of tbe territories occu- 
pied in 1967 and that a fair 
solution be found for the 
Palestinian refugees. 

Otherwise, be continued, 
there should be no problem 
in settling these final issues 
if these resolutions were 
strictly implemented. But 
the peace accords, be went 
on. specified that tbe imple- 
mentation of die settlement 
was left to “tbe parties 
negotiating the final status 
issues.” 

“That is why it is crucial 
that the United States play 
an important role in seeing 
these negotiations come to 
a fruitful end,” he stressed. 

At the Washington Insti- 
tute for Near East Policy, 
where be spoke on May 24, 
Dr. Shaath was reminded 
by a questioner that no one 
in the Labour Party sug- 
gested a return to the 1967 
borders or a withdrawal 
from the Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank “was in 
the cards.” 

In reply. Dr. Shaath 
underlined the “sanctity of 
resolutions 242 and 338” 
and reminded Ins audience 
that Israel, under tbe Likud 
Party of Menacbem Begin, 
withdrew “from every inch 
of Egyptian territory” 
referring to the protected 
negotiations of the Israeli 
enclave^, at Taba, now 
returned to Egypt. 

Similarly, in Jordan tbe 
ON. resolution was 
observed, be added, and “it 
will have to be respected in 
the negotiations . with 
Syria.” 

He emphasised; “there is 
absolutely no reason why it 
should not be respected in 
tbe negotiations with the 
Palestinians.” 

But Dr. Shaath said the 
question of territory is not a 
major issue except over 
Jerusalem, although he 
noted that, in accordance 
with one interpretation, 
there may be “minor 
changes in territory on both 
sides.” But in the case of | 
Jerusalem, he added, “it ! 
will have to be resolved 
creatively." 


BEIRUT (AP) — The state 
prosecutor Friday demanded 
the death penalty “without 
mercy” for one-time Christ- 
ian warlord Samir Geagea, 
accusing him of mastermind- 
ing a 1994 church bombing 
that killed 11 worshipers and . 
wounded 60. 

The prosecutor, Adrian 
Addoum, also demanded 
d e ath for five of Ml 
G eagea’ s senior security 
aides in tbe bombing of the 
Notre Dame De Deliverance 
church in tbe Christian port 
city of Joanjeh north of 
Beirut. 

Mr. Addoum further 
demanded life imprisonment 
tor Ml Geagea’s chief of 
staff Fuad Malek and two 
assistants on charges of com- 
plicity in scheming to thwart 

Ex-Soviet 
converts 
to Islam 
return 
home 

MOSCOW (AFP) — They 
were barely 20 when they 
were called up and sent to 
“liberate” Afghanistan. 

On Friday, Nasratula, for- 
merly Nikolai, 33 and 
Hayadatula, 29 who was 
called Valentin before be 
converted to Islam, landed 
here for their first trip 
home after living for 14 
and nine years respectively 
with their former captors. 

Journalists and camera- 
men packed into Shereme- 
tyevo airport to catch a 
glimpse of tbe returnees 
whose repatriation was 
organised through a com- 
mittee of former 
Afghanistan veterans who 
had been, trying to trace 
them since 1992. 

Their return brought to 
23 the number of former 
captives or defectors who 
have been repatriated- since 
Russian forces . left . 
Afghanistan. A total of 287 
Soviet soldiers are still list- 
ed as missing. 

Of these, 25 have been 
traced but are in no hurry to 
take advantage of tbe 
amnesty proclaimed few 
those who deserted in a 
conflict now branded offi- 
cially as “shameful.” 

Nasratula and Hayadatula 
are both Ukrainians. Both 
went over to the Muja- 
hedeen a few months after 
beginning Ubeir military 
service, the first in April 
1982, the ocher five years 
later . in northern 
Afghanistan. 


Lebanon’s recovery from tbe 
1975-1990 dvil wan 
Me Geagea, 45, has 
already been given two sepa- 
rate death sentences for mur- 
dering Christian rivals who 
challenged his canard of 
Lebanon’s Christian heat- 
land after tbe civil wan But 
both sentences were com- 
muted to life imprisonment 
Ml Addoum charged that 
Mn Geagea, a Maronite 
Catholic, engineered the Feb. 
27, 1994, bombing to create a 
chaotic climate to help rekin- 
dle the cml war and proclaim 
a breakaway GhrisHan mini- 
state. Ml Addoum read out 
the three-hour indictment in 
Lebanon's supreme court, 
setting in motion Ml 
Geagea’s third trial since his 
wartime Lebanese Forces 


Christian m il i tia was dis- 
banded and he was arrested 
inmid-1994. 

•'This crime is of horren- 
dous inhuman magnitude 
that deserves tbe death penal- 
ty without mercy or extenuat- 
ing considerations,” Ml 
A ddoum said. 

Ml Geagea was convicted 
last summer of engineering 
die tmirrier of rival Christian 
politician Danny Chamoun, 
his half-German wife and 
two sons at their home in 
suburban Baabda east of 
Beirut on QcL 23, 1991. 

In the other trial. Ml 
G eagea was found guilty of 
ordering the Jan. 19, 1990, 
■murder of Elias Zayek, who 
headed a rival faction of the 
right-wing Christian Pha- 
lange Party. 


200,000 Iranian troops 
complete 2-day drills 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Some 200,000 Iranian 
troops have concluded two 
days of military exercises, 
described by officials as a 
test of Iran’s ability to stand 
up to its enemies — Israel 
andthe United States. 

‘’All the predetermined 
targets and plans were fully 
achieved," Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Mohammad Mahmou- 
di, deputy commander of 
die manoeuvres, said at the 
end of the live-fire opera- 
tions. 

The Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) 
quoted him as saying the 
exercise was a “complete 
success." It claimed the 
manoeuvres, conducted by 
one-third of Iran’s army, 
were “unprecedented in 
Iranian history and the 
largest of its kind in the 
world.” 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
the country’s supreme 
leader, said the exercise 
was designed to check 
Iran’s readiness to counter 
threats by the United States 
and Israel, which accuse 
Tehran of sponsoring ter- 
rorism and threatening 
Middle East peace. 

“Today, the arrogant 
American power wants the 
Islamic Republic of Iran to 
compromise its indepen- 
dence,” Ayatollah 

Khamenei said Thursday as 
he kicked off the manoeu- 
vres. 

He singled out Israel as 
the “greatest threat in the 
region.” 

“If we want this nation to 
stand firm and strong 
against these threats, then 
the process of construction 
and development must con- 
tinue,” said Ayatollah 


Khamenei as rows of sol- 
■ diets in khaki unif orms 
stretched ont for six kilo- 
metres in the Koushk-e 
Nosrat desert near the 
southwestern city of Qom. 

Another senior cleric. 
Ayatollah Mohammad 
Emarm- Kashani T said Fri- 
day that manoeuvres told 
“the world that the armed 
forces of the Islamic repub- 
lic are alive.” 

The soldiers, be told a 
prayer congregation at 
Tehran University, wanted 
to “ say that they will stand 
firm and resolute with 
clenched fists to repel tbe 
onslaught of tbe Zionist 
enemy." 

The United States and 
Israel have been stepping 
up their war of words 
against Iran. 

On Tuesday, UJS. Secre- 
tary of State Warren 
Christopher said Iran 
“actively encourages" mili- 
tant groups to attack targets 
in IsraeL>»--»>.-.< 

In a speech In Washing- 
ton, he said the United 
Stales believes Iran will 
change its alleged support 
for terrorism only when it is 
made to pay "a sufficiently 
high political and economic 
price.” He rebuked Ameri- 
ca’s European allies who 
have refused to follow its 
example and impose trade 
sanctions on Tehran. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres recently 
accused extremists and 
Iran in particular of dying 
to kill tbe Arab-Israeli 
peace process and scuttle 
his hopes of reelection in 
voting May 29. 


Saudis blame U.S. for collision 
ABU DHABI (AFP) — Saudi Arabia’s biggest shipping 

§sg^25gS 

week. The National Shipping Comp^yof 
flWSAI the second biggest petrochenncal transporter 
in the worid, said the incident on May 17 outside theport 
of Norfolk caosed a hole in the hnU of its shift .San* 
Mekka. It said the vessel had sailed back to Naf olk to 
repairs and there were no casualties “*^*“*5® 
“According to initial reports and 
available to the company, the captain of Saudi MeUra 
followed all navigational rales and instructions m such 
^rcomstances and that Saudi Mekka *s not n^wnsfole 
for the incident,” NSCSA said in a statement sent from 
its Riyadh headquarters. Tbe Pentagon smd the UJS. 
nuclear a tt ack submarine Jacksonville collided with tte 
Saudi vessel about 30 kilometres off NorfoBc navullwse 
in the Atlantic. It said the submarine sustained danmgeto 
its fair water plane and rudder but there was no damage 
to the nuclear power plant 

Remains of war dead buried in Tehran j 

tfhRAN (AP) — The remains of 800 Iranian, recently 
discovered in tbe battlefields of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war, were buried Friday following a funeral service, 
Tehran Radio said. It said weeping worshippers poured 
into foe street outside Tehran University and followed 
army trucks, which carried foe remains put m coffins 
draped with the Iranian flag. Parliament Speaker All 
Akbar Nateq-Nouri and several cabinet ministers attend- 
ed the funeral procession, the radio said. Officials have 
said that the re main s of more than 25,000 war dead have 
been discovered in the former battlegrounds since a com- 
mission to looate men listed as missing in action was 
formed in 1991. Some one million people on both sides 
were killed during the war. 

3 Ir anians held for murder in Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Three Iranians have been 
arrested after an Indian national was found bludgeoned 
to death in his jeweUeryshop with thousands of dollars 
worth of precious items stolen, Kuwaiti papers reported 
on Saturday. Ghangadharan Sasikumar was killed by 
repeated blows to the back of his head, while more than 
5100,000 worth of jewellery was stolen in a daylight raid 
on Thursday, the reports said. The robbers left untouched 
a display in the front window of Atlas jewellery shop, 
situated in the residential area south of Kuwait city 
called Jleeb Ai Shiyoukh. 

Cyprus hails nomination of mediator 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Cyprus on Friday welcomed 
Britain’s appointment of Sir David Hannay as a media- 
tor to try to end tbe 22-year division of die island. Gov- 
ernment spokesman Yiannakis Cassoulides told journal- 
ists the appointment was an indication of “the British^ 
interest in finding a solution” to ttfe"<Hyisioa. Mr7'Han-“ 
nay, who retired as Britain’s permanent representative id 
the United Nations last year, will workxlosely with the 
Greek and Turkish communities, British Foreign Secre- 
tary Malcolm Rifkind announced Thursday. His task will 
be to find common ground between them and to thrash 
out a negotiated settlement, be added. 

Quake injures 20 people in Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — A strong earthquake which hit a town in 
southern Iran injured 20 people and damaged buildings, 
tbe Iranian news agency IRNA said on Saturday. It said 
three people are in hospital while the rest of tbe injured 
left after treatmeoL IRNA on Friday said tbe quake mea- 
suring 5.4 on foe Richter scale, powerful enough to cause 
heavy damage in a populated area, injured nine people in 
Khonj 880 kilometres south of Tehran. Tbe tremor a nd 
three aftershocks hit five residential areas, damaging the 
town’s main mosque, which was several centuries old, 
and other historical buildings, it said. Quakes plague Iran. 


Germany may limit Jewish immigration — report 


practically wiped out by 
the Nazi holocaust. 

More than 45,000 Jews 
and relatives have come. 
But an economic slump 
and the large number of 
asylum seekers have made 
Germans less ready to wel- 
come immigrants and 
prompted foe government 
to limit asylum applica- 
tions drastically. 

Der Spiegel, in an 
advance release on Friday 
from next week's edition, 


said Mr. Kohl was consid- 
ering taking account of this 
resentment but feared a 
damaging conflict with 
Germany’s Jews. 

It quoted from what it 
said was a memorandum 
sent by tbe foreign ministry 
to German embassies in foe 
former Soviet Union, 
which process the Jews’ 
immigration applications. 

“In foe light of the fact 
that tbe original purpose of 
the intake has largely gone. 


the basic political question 
remains open whether we 
wish to continue the entry 
procedure at all,” it quoted 
the memo as saying. 

The foreign ministry 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment and a 
government spokesman 
said he was unaware of any 
plans by the chancellor to 
try to limit Jewish immi- 
gration. 

The memo, dated Dec. 
19, 1995. said a further 


110,000 Jews and relatives 
bad applied to come to Ger- 
many and 40,000 requests 
had already been approved. 
“Several hundred thousand 
more are in foe queue and 
want to submit applica- 
tions,” it said. 

It said Jews were now 
only rarely discriminated 
against in the former Sovi- 
et Union and most 'wanted 
to leave on economic 
grounds. 

It also said many non- 


Jews took advantage of a 
relatively lax procedure to 
emigrate to Germany with 
false documents. Only 20 
percent of foe immigrants 
were interested in long- 
term membership of a Jew- 
ish community, it said. 

Germany’s policy is con- 
troversial in Israel, whose 
President Ezer Weizman 
said during a visit in Janu- 
ary that he could not under- 
stand how Jews could still 
live in Germany. Taking the 


Zionist line, he said their 
place was in Israel 

But to limit Jewish immi- 
gration would still be a 
political minefield in Ger- 
many. 

The chairman of Ger- 
many’s Central Council of 
Jews, Ignatz Bubis, told 
Der Spiegel that he had dis- 
cussed with tbe interior and 
foreign ministries the prob- 
lem of immigrants from 
Russia and Ukraine using 
forged certificates to prove 


they were Jews. 

Bat he said there had 
been no mention by either 
ministry of plans to l imi t 
tbe influx. “And from our 
point of view there is no 
need for any action,” he 
said. 

Mr. Bubis conceded that 
there was practically no 
more state disc riminati on 
against Jews since the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union. 
“But there was apd is horri- 
ble anti-Semitic incitement 
from radical right-wing 
groups such as Pamyat,” he 
said. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Relative warm weather condi- 
twits will prevail with temperatures 
higher than average and winds 
northwesterly moderate. On Mon- 
day. temperatures are expected to 
drop becoming around average- In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

ivlinJMax. temp. 

Amman - 18 1 32 

Aqaba 34/38 

Deserts 1^7 35 

Jordan Valley 27 i 34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 31. Aqaba 37. Humidity 
readings: Amman 44 per ccm. 
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Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 
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RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
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AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information a t supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbe Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (Q81S320&- 
S. where it should ways be verified. 
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1 Queen attends EC concert 

* Purcell Fund graduate Rula Nabeel 
accompanies on piano 


-r-*. 




AMMAN (3.T.) The European Community 
Chamber Orchestra, accompanied by Jor- 
danian pianist Rula Nabeel, Friday held a 

fond-raising concert, organised by the Jor- 
dan Purcell Anniversary Fund, at Windsor 
Castle in England. 

Queen Noor, the patron of the Purcell 
Fund, attended the concert, which was fol- 
lowed -by a reception in her honour to 
“introduce the fund to potential sponsors 
and other friends of Jordan in Britain,** a 
Royal Court statement said. 

The Purcell Anniversary Fund, which was 
established in March 1995 with the encour- 
agement and patronage of Queen Noor, was 
created on the 30the anniversary of the 
death of the renowned En glish composer 
Henry PurcelL 

It is a non-profit charitable organisation, 
administered by the British embassy in 
Amman, and awards music scholarships to 
Jordanians and permanent residents of Jor- 
dan studying at the secondary and universi- 
ty levels. 


The fund, which has sent three Jordanian 
music students to the U.K. this year, seeks 
to improve the standards of musical educa- 
tion in Jordan and to meet the needs of tal- 
ented young musicians who would benefit 
from continuing their musical education in 
Britain, the statement said. 

Ms. Rula Nabeel, a member of the Purcell 
Fund Board, received a scholarship in 1983 
from the Noor A1 Hussein Foundation's 
Royal Endowment for Culture and Educa- 
tion (RECE) to pursue advanced music 
studies in Germany, according to the state- 
ment. 

She joined the State Music Academy of 
Heidelberg and Mannheim where she was 
awarded the Musiklehrer Academic 
Diploma under the guidance of the 
renowned pianist Professor Helmut 
Schwarz. 

In addition to performing in Europe, most 
notably at the Seville Expo in 1992 in 
Spain, Ms. Nabeel gave the Jerash South 
Theatre its first piano concert in June 1990. 
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Deputising for Minister of Youth Mohammad Daoudieh, Ministry of Youth Secre- 
tary General Mgjed Quteishat Saturday takes port in the Independence Day 
March, organised by A1 Mnstakbal Chib for the Physically Handicapped. About 
500 people turned out for the march, meant to celebrate A1 Faisal! ’s win of the sec- 
ond jpjace in the ArgbJCup Winners’ Cup Soccer Championship which concluded 
inAmm^.Wednesaay(Petra photo) 
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EXHIBITIONS 

• Exhibition of photos of French artists and books by Yvan Pommaux and Cristophe 
Besse at the French Cultural Centre, until May 31. 

• Bani Hamida annual spring exhibition “Visions,” until May 26. 

• Works from the collection of Musa del Gradaba Espanol contemporaneo Marbella 
“From Picasso to Our Present Days,” at Darat A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until June 6. 

• Exhibition of metal-made furniture by .Salim Bandak of the Jordan Design and 
Trade Centre of Noor A1 Hussein Foundation, until May 31. 

• Recent works by Ayyad A1 Nimer at Darat A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until June 12. 

• Exhibition of Turkish products at Philadelphia Hotel, until May 30. 

• Exhibition of Jordanian industrial products entitled “Made in Jordan,” at the 
Amman International Exhibit, Murj AJ Ha mam , until June 2. 

EUROPEAN FILM FESTIVAL 

• Swedish film “Nionde Korapaniet," and Belgian film “Anchoress at 5 p so. and 8 
p m respectively at Prince Hassan Auditorium, University of Jordan. 

PLAY 

- “The Burial Night of Actress *C” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:30 pm tin Ara- 
bic}. 


NATO soldiers get reminder 


(Continued from page 12) 

meats appeared to be letting 
pressure off Gen. Mladic and 
his fellow indicted Serb lead- 
er Radovan Karadzic. 

IFOR has been in Bosnia 
since December and has yet 
to detain a single war crimes 
suspect. 

Mr. Karadzic is admitted, 
off the record, to have been 
allowed to travel unhindered 
on one oocasion at the start of 
the year from his house in the 
Serb “capital” of Pale to 
Bania Luka, passing through 
several IFOR checkpoints on 
the way. 

According to an “under- 
standing” reached earlier this 
week between Serb leaders 
on me side and top interna- 
tional civilian official Carl 
Bildt and a senior U.S. repre-. 
sentative on the other, the 
indicted Serb leaders have 
been required to lie low, and 
be "neither seen nor heard” 
in Bosnia in tire future. 

France meanwhile backed 
efforts by Mr. Bildt to re- 
move Mr. Karadzic from 
office to clear the way for 


post-war elections. 

Mr. Bildt reiterated after 
meeting President Jacques 
Chirac in Paris that Mr. 
Karadzic, twice indicted for 
war crimes, must leave public 
life and face a United Nations 
tribunal in the Hague. 

"Mr. Karadzic knows his 
future, and his future is be- 
fore the tribunal,” Mr. Bildt 
told reporters. 

A presidential aide said 
Mr. Chirac hailed Mr. Bildt’s 
action as courageous inti said 
the Dayton accord o&Bosnia 
peace must be fully im- 
plemented. 

As the international com- 
munity’s high representative 
in Bosnia, the former Swed- 
ish premier is coordinating 
civilian peace efforts and 
leading efforts to have Mr. 
Karadzic removed. 

He declined to comment 
on what further steps could 
be taken to remove the hard- 
line who has resisted intense 
pressure to leave under the 
Dayton agreement, which en- 
ded Bosnia’s 43 -month war. 

The Paris declaration fol- 
lowed United Stales insist- 


ence on Friday that it would 
make no deal to allow Mr. 
Karadzic and Gen. Mladic to 
escape prosecution for war 
crimes. 

The fate of the two is 
expected to be a major issue 
when U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher meets 
the presidents of Serbia. 
Croatia and Bosnia in Gene- 
va on June 2. 

Mubarak 

(CoatintBcd from page 12) 

Col, Qadbafi sent home 
the Palestinians last year to 
protest at what he called a 
sham peace between the 
Palestinians and Israel but 
then changed his mind in 
October and gave them six 
months to leave. The six 
months ended in April. 

Mr. Mubarak and Col. 
Qadhafi last met in January 
'at the Egyptian border milit- 
ary base of Sidi Barrani, 

Col. Qadhafi arrived in a 
white Cadillac Friday in Mar- 
sa Matruh, 200 kilometres 
from the border, where he 
met with leaders of bedouin 
tribes in the region. 


Ministry makes gift of 7 tonnes 
of medical supplies to PNA 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Saturday presented the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) with a gift 
of seven tonnes of medi- 
cines and drugs to help 
meet shortages in medical 
supplies in the Palestine 
self-rule areas resulting 
from the continued closure 
of the Palestinian territo- 
ries. 

Acting Minister of Health 
Mustafa Shneikat, who 
handed the shipment to a 
PNA representative at A1 
Bashir Hospital in Amman, 
said the gift represents Jor- 
dan's standing policy of 
providing assistance to the 
PNA and the Palestinian 
people. 

Tbe medicines, which 
include children's medica- 
tions and antibiotics are 
urgently needed, said tbe 
minis ter who noted that the 
shipment was sent by the 
Ministry of Health upon 
directives from His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Palestine Ambassador to 
Jordan Omar Kbatib voiced 
his appreciation to Jordan 
for its continued assistance 
and support for the Pales- 
tinian people. 

He said the shipment was 
evidence of Jordan’s con- 
tinued care for the Pales- 
tinians in their on-going 
efforts to achieve freedom. 

Last mouth the Ministry 



Ministry of Health and Palestinian National Authority (PNA) officials attend a gift presentation ceremony at which 
Jordan presented the PNA with seven tonnes of medical supplies (Petra photo) 


of Supply signed a deal 
under which Jordan will 
sell the PNA 5,000 tonnes 
of flour which is now being 


shipped to Palestinian terri- 
tories at the rate of 250 
tonnes per day. 

In March Jordan 


announced a donation of 
several tonnes of wheat 
flour to the PNA as a gift to 
the Palestinians at a time 


when international flour 
prices rose sharply and 
there was an acute shortage 
of the staple in Palestinian 


Italian diva to perform 
in benefit recital for 
Al Hussein Society 


By Jean-Claade Efias 

‘ ’ ■ " Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Al Hussein Society for the Rehabilita- 
tion of the Physically Handicapped has invited the cele- 
brated Italian soprano Cecilia Gasdia to perform in 
Amman in a benefit recital on June 1. 

The diva will be accompanied by maestro Paolo Ballar- 
in on piano and by soprano Lidia Tambunino. 

The programme will include famous arias and tunes 
from the operas of Rossini, Puccini and Mozart. 

Music lovers and connoisseurs will be treated to some 
of tbe finest interpretations of pieces taken from D Barbi- 
ere di Siviglia, La Bohfeme, Tosca, Le Nozze di Figaro 
and Madame Butterfly. 

Riding high tbe wave of fame, Ms. Gasdia is now one 
of Italy’s and tbe world’s most popular singers. 

Having played almost all of the great opera roles — 
from Violetta in La Traviata .to Donna Anna in Don Gio- 
vanni, — and having performed under the direction of 
stars like Franco Zeffirelli, Gaudio Abbado and Ken 
Russell, Cecilia Gasdia is the incarnation of the art of 
song. 

In addition to the performers’ talent, the very choice of 
beautiful and well-known pieces for the programme con- 
stitutes in itself a temptation difficult to resist 

The special concert comes in tbe framework of the Al 
Hussein Society’s fund-raising activities, to sustain its 
continued efforts that aim to extend educational, rehabil- 
itative and vocational services. 

Talking to tbe Jordan Times, HRH Princess Majda 
Raad, president of the society, stressed that services are 
not limited to its centre in Amman , but also reach needy 
communities in the rural areas of the country. 

M aintainin g the effort is a necessity in order “to pul a 
smile on the faces of our disadvantaged sons and daugh- 
ters throughout the Kingdom,” Princess Majda said. 

Cecilia Gasda’s concert is a rare occasion to enjoy fine 
opera songs and support Al Hussein Society at the same 
time. 


Jordan looks at prospects of cooperation 
with Swiss hotel management school 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
took part in a three-day 
European Incentive and 
Business Travel and Meet- 
ings exhibition (EIBTM) 
held in Geneva, Switzer- 
land where more than 2,000 
institutions / from 100 
nations were also attending. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh irsheidat 
led the delegation to the 
exhibition. Also on the 
team were II tour operators 
and three hotel representa- 
tives from Jordan. The del- 
egation returned to Amman 
Saturday evening. 

Dr. Irsheidat and Jordan's 
ambassador to the United 
Nations headquarters in 
Geneva Abdullah Madad- 
hah attended the opening of 
the exhibition during 
which representatives of 
the European Union (EU) 
delivered speeches under- 
lining the importance of the 
event for tourism. 

Delegations at the exhibi- 
tion represented corporate 
companies, incentive hous- 
es and other businesses that 
are interested in Jordan as a 
destination for their incen- 
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Saleh Irsheidat 


live trips. 

Also delegates from Italy, 
France, Spain, the Nether- 
lands and Brazil met the 
Jordanian participants and 
discussed cooperation in 
tourism. 

Dr. Irsheidat visited the 
Singapore wing at the exhi- 
bition and discussed 
prospects of benefiting 
from Singapore's experi- 
ment for the purpose of cre- 
ating international confer- 
ences centres in Jordan. 


Dr. Irsheidat also visited 
tbe Lausanne Hotel Train- 
ing College, one of the 
leading institutions of its 
kind in the world, and dis- 
cussed with the manage- 
ment ways to launch coop- 
eration between the college 
and the Ammoun Training 
Hotel (ATH) in Jordan. 

A Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities statement 
said the ATH management 
which is owned and has 
been managed by the Min- 
istry of Education since its 
establishment in 1981, will 
soon be banded over to a 
private company to help 
boost its training pro- 
grammes. 

An Ammoun Training 
Hotel official said that the 
facility, which currently 
offers 150 students a two- 
year course, was expected 
to be turned over to the pri- 
vate company by June 10. 

The Ministry of Tourism 
said Jordan's private and 
public sectors will be 
involved in the private 
company. 


Minister urges EU nations to 
write-off third world debts 


'New government soon in Kabul 1 


(Continued from page 12) 

wounded in the ongoing bat- 
tle. Independent confirma- 
tion of the casualty figure was 
not immediately available. 

Although a number of war- 
ring factious have expressed 
interest in forging a peaceful 
settlement to Afghanistan's 
four years of civil war, the 
Taliban have refused to 
attend negotiations with Mr. 
Rabbani. 

Taliban rebels, in control 
of more than half of Afgha- 
nistan, have vowed to drive 
Mr. Rabbani from the capital 
and install strict Islamic rule 
throughout the country. 

The Taliban in September 
inarched to the capital’s 
southern outskirts, but were 
halted by the city defences. 
Since then, the rebels have 
been launching rockets and 
mortar rounds into the city 
on an almost daily basis. 

Bolstered by his new 
alliance, Mr. Rabbani has de- 
manded tile Taliban rebels to 
lay down their arms. 

“We want the Taliban to 
give up the thinking and no- 


tion ot war,” Mr. Murad 
said. “We want them to know 
there is no reason for their 
fighting.” 

Tbe government will also 
try to persuade northern 
Afghanistan’s Uzbek warlord 
Rashid Dostum to join the 
interim government. 

“The formation of the in- 
terim government will hap- 
pen on the basis of an agree- ■ 
ment between all parties and 
their inclusion in the peace 
process,” Mr. Murad said. 

Khartoum 

(Continued from page 12) 

years due to political tensions 
between the two countries. 

Sudanese were able to en- 
joy Friday night the first epi- 
sode of “Al Gisr,” an Egyp- 
tian soap opera from the 
1980. 

Television officials said 
they had decided to resume 
showing Egyptian program- 
ming “in response to viewers’ 
demands," adding that they 
would show new ones as soon 
as they could get them. 


CATANIA, Italy (Petra) — 
Jordan has urged the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) member- 
nations to write-off the 
Kingdom's debts to them 
and those of other third 
world countries or at least 
caocel the servicing 
charges on these debts in 
order to help boost devel- 
opment of these nations. 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Hafez Shakhanbeh told a 
conference attended by 
European and Mediter- 
ranean countries to discuss 
the social dimension of the 
future European-Mediter- 
ranean partnership thai rhe 
heavy debts on the coun- 
tries south of the Mediter- 
ranean are weighing heavi- 
ly on them and continue to 
create threatening $oc ial 
problems which aggravate 
poverty and unemployment 
problems and can often 
result in disturbances and 
violence. 

“Writing off some or all 
of these debts would serve 
as a very positive sign that 
would contribute to a suc- 
cessful partnership and 
integration in the future,” 
said Dr. Shakhanbeh. 



Abdul Hafez Shakhanbeh 

He said there was need 
for the two sides to pursue a 
dialogue over this issue 
with a view to reducing the 
volume of debts on the 
poorer nations to make 
them eligible for partner- 
ship with Europe. 

Referring to Jordan's 
stand with regard io peace, 
Dr.SfiSfid ^wtefecc d foa- 
Kingdom's call for keeping 
the Mediterranean region a 
zone of peace marked by 
stability and development 
rather than wars and con- 


flict that ■ have caused so 
much destruction to the 
region for so long. 

“We hope to see this sea 
serving as a symbol of just 
peace that brings with it 
stability and tranquillity 
and assures tbe nations of 
the region about their 
future,” said the minister. 

“We in Jordan would like 
to emphasise to you that we 
renounce and fight off all 
forms of terrorism and we 
seek to cooperate with you 
to curtail terrorism because 
we believe that sustainable 
development and partner- 
ship requires such coopera- 
tion,” added Dr. Shakhan- 
beh. 

Referring to trade, ser- 
vices and technology 
exchanges. Dr. Shakhanbeh 
said under the present situ- 
ation the balance is heavily 
in favour of the northern 
countries of the Mediter- 
therefore there 


is itc<Ui*w r, #ridging this 
large gap so that the coun- 
tries of the south could 
gradually become eligible 
for partnership with those 
of the north. 
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Burmese media blasts Suu 


Kyi ahead of Congress 


RANGOON (R) — Burma’s official 
media Saturday branded opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi a sorceress 
bent on destabilising the nation on the 
eve of a controversial meeting of her 
pro-democracy party. 

A source from Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) party told Reuters the 1991 
Nobel Peace laureate was finalising 
plans for the congress and preparing 
for her regular Saturday speech — 
made each weekend to supporters 
from her front gates. 

The military authorities have 
detained nearly 220 pro-democracy 
activists, according to NLD sources, in 
what the party says is an attempt to 
prevent Sunday’s party congress from 
going ahead at Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
Rangoon home. 

A commentary in state-controlled 
newspapers said the planned NLD 
meeting was meant to be a “coercive 
show of strength.” 

■If the democracy sorceress and her 
gangsters succeed in their bid, urban 
and rural tranquility, peaceful pursuit 
of education, commercial dealings. 


etc. all peaceful social life of the peo- 
ple would be spoilt,” the commentary 
said. 

“If the government watched the situ- 
ation with folded arms, it would not be 
the government desiring national well 
being," it added. 

Since Monday, the government has 
been plucking NLD members off the 
streets, taking them from their homes 
or arresting them off buses as they 
attempted to travel to Rangoon, oppo- 
sition sources said. 

Most of those arrested are elected 
representatives of the NLD who were 
beading for Rangoon to attend the 
party congress. 

It is to be the first meeting of the 
elected representatives as a group 
since they scored a landslide election 
victory in 1990, w innin g more than SO 
per cent of the seats. 

They were never allowed to serve as 
members of parliament because the 
ruling State Law and Order 
Restoration Council (SLORC) — 
which called the election — never 
recognised the results. 

Although SLORC spokesmen said 


earlier this week they bad do plans to 
stop the Saturday speech from taking 
place, Ms. Suu Kyi and diplomats said 
they would not be surprised if the gov- 
ernment made it impossible for people 
to attend by blocking off the road in 
from of Ms. Suu Kyi's home, as they 
bad done in the past. 

“We are still hearing rumours that 
they won’t let it happen," said one 
diplomat “It will be interesting to see, 
because it may be a sign of what’s to 
come on Sunday." 

Ms. Suu Kyi told reporters Friday 
sbe had heard the government might 
try and stop the Saturday speech and 
die Sunday meeting, but they would 
both go on as planned. 

“We are still going to go ahead with 
our plans unless they make it physical- 
ly impossible for us to do so." sbe said. 

By Saturday morning, there was no 
sign of a police presence outside her 
house, and the roads were still open. 

Ms. Suu Kyi's house has been a- 
buzz with activity as workers con- 
structed a thatched meeting ball and 
party members readied posters and 
pictures of Ms. Suu Kyi to give to rep- 


Mongolia’s fires rage out of control 


YOEROO. Mongolia (R) — Huge fires that 
have raged across the forests of northern 
Mongolia for five weeks, lulling IS people, 
injuring 62 and leaving thousands home- 
less. show no signs of abating, officials 
said. 

Thousands of firefighters, many equipped 
with just felt blankets, branches or shovels, 
have struggled to hold back hundreds of 
blazes that have destroyed more than 
80.000 square kilometres of forest and pas- 
te reland. 

Residents of Selenge province’s Yoeroo 
County. 200 kilometres north of the capital 
Ulan Bator, said an army officer and five 
soldiers had been missing for five days after 
heading into a smoke-shrouded forest to try 
to put out one blaze. 

“My son left on horseback to fight the fire 
on Monday." the mother of one of the miss- 
ing soldiers told Reuters from her felt tent. 
“He never came back and people have been 
looking for them for days." 


The five lS-year-old soldiers and their 
officer went missing after joining teams of 
servicemen fighting a huge fire raging 
through Yoeroo’s forests. local officials 
said. The soldiers bad taken no food with 
them. 

The fire bad been burning on a 30-kilo- 
metres front and had destroyed a bridge on 
the Yoeroo River, making passage difficult 
for firefighters, the officials said. 

The fires as a whole have caused an esti- 
mated SI. 8 billion in damage to Mongolia's 
frail economy, already badly hit by the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union, its former spon- 
sor. 

“The situation is gening far more worse 
than it has been." said head of the Civil 
Defence in Ulan Bator. “There is little hope 
of the fires calming down." 

He added: “About 1,000 active profes- 
sionals such as firefighting parachutists, 
army officials and police are woiking on 38 
fires that are out of control." 



Former Army officer Janies Hewitt talks in a pre-recorded TV interview about his 
relationship with the Princess of Wales (Reuter photo) 


Hewitt describes Diana’s love 


£ all-encompassing, fulfilling’ 


LONDON (R) — A dashing cavalry officer 
who had an adulterous affair with Britain’s 
Princess Diana described her love as “all- 
cncompassing and fulfilling" in a television 
interview widely attacked as a money-grab- 
bing betrayal. 

A frank kiss-and-tell interview with ex- 
life gutirds officer James Hewitt about the 
passionate five-year affair was being shown 
for the first lime on British TV over the 
weekend. 

“It is very’ difficult to say how physical 
she wanted the relationship to become and 
I'm not going to suggest one way or anoth- 
er whose fault it was. but it developed and 
it was mutual." he said. 

“Diana's love is all-encompassing and 
fulfilling and 1 was greatly privileged to 
have been on the receiving end of that," he 
added. 

Princess Diana, estranged wife of royal 
heir Prince Charles now negotiating a 
divorce, confessed on television last year 
that she had a sexual relationship with Mr. 
Hewitt, saying: “Yes, I adored him. Yes. I 
was in love with him. But I was very let 
down." 

Prince Charles himself admitted adultery 
earlier in a similar television interview. 
Princess Diana said she had known about 
her husband’s relationship with old flame 
Camilla Parker Bowles. 

Mr. Hewitt was nicknamed “Cad" and 
“Major Rat" by British newspapers after a 
1994 book disclosed details of the affair. 

A small British cable television station. 
Live TV, which reaches an audience of only 
1.45 million, said it would screen the 45- 
minute interview over 20 times Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Mr. Hewitt, relaxed and smiling in a casu- 
al open-necked shin, said he was instantly 
attracted to Princess Diana when they first 


met in the late 1980s when her maniage 
was already in trouble. 

Ostracised by his old royal regiment and 
members of Princess Diana's social set, Mr. 
Hewitt now lives in southwest England 
where he runs a riding stables. Shunned as 
a “love-rat" for selling his side of the stoiy, 
he found it hard to secure buyers for the 
interview conducted by an independent pro- 
ducer. 

Live TV. owned by Britain’s tabloid 
Mirror Newspaper Group, is the only 
British television outlet to have bought the 
programme. It is reported to have paid 
about £100,000 ($152,000). 

Britain's best-known royal reporter James 
Whittaker said the interview revealed little 
new about the relationship, which started 
when Mr. Hewitt taught Princess Diana and 
her sons bow to ride horses. 

But Mr. Whittaker added “I found it rivet- 
ing. It is quite revolting what he is doing. It 
is a money-making exercise. ..But it is fasci- 
nating." - . 

Mr. Whittaker described Mr. Hewitt, who 


served in the Gulf War. as a charming. 


good-looking man. “He says he is only 
good at two things — riding horses and ma- 
king love to women.” 

“He has tried other ways of making 
money but he is incapable of th3t. so what 
does be do? 

“He turns and crashes a woman who he 
repeatedly says how much he loved and 
adored. It really is betrayal at the worst le- 
vel," Mr. Whittaker said. 

Judy Wade, royal reporter wife the Hello 
magazine, said the interview was “laugh- 
able". 

“This guy is just trying to justify him- 
self...\Ve all know he is just after the 
monev." she said. 


Foreign 
arms sales 


to Taiwan 


hurt ties 


China 


BELONG ( R ) — China 
slammed arms sales to 
Taiwan, saying they were 
an obstacle to better ties 
between Beijing and Tai- 
pei. Hong Kong’s Wen Wei 
Po daily reported Saturday. 

Taiwan Friday commis- 
sioned the first of six mis- 
sile frigates it ordered from 
France in 1991. 

“The main obstacles to 
Improved ties between 
China and Taiwan are for- 
eign arms sales to Taipei 
'^■ftS'governmem’srirfsin-' 
“centime ■Berjihg-backed 
newspaper- quoted.* China 
' Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Shen Goofang as say- 
ing. 

Relations between China 
and Taiwan, which Beijing 
regards as a renegade pro- 
vince, have worsened in 
recent months. 

In the run-up to Taiwan’s 
March 23 presidential elec- 
tion, China carried out war 
games and unarmed mis- 
sile tests in the Taiwan 
Strait in what Beijing ack- 
nowledged was a bid to 
intimidate voters against 
the island pursuing inde- 
pendence. 

The missile tests high- 
lighted Taiwan’s vulnera- 
bility to Chinese attack and 
intensified calls for Wa- 
shington to furnish Ihipei 
with Patriot missiles. Tai- 
wanese media have said the 
anti-missile system coaid 
be deployed as early as 
August. 

China ’also hit out at Tai- 
wan President Lee Teng- 
Hui’s May 20 inaugural 
presidential address, in 
which he offered to travel 
to China on a “journey of 
peace" to mend frayed ties, 
the Chinese-language Wen 
Wei Po said. 

“What the Taiwan leader 
said recently was designed 
solely to cheat people." the 
newspaper quoted Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Shen 
as saying. 

“Taiwan always creates 
conditions unacceptable to 
us in their practical actions 
... Therefore, cross-strait 
relations cannot be really 
relieved," Mr. Shen said. 

It was up to Taiwan to 
remove obstacles to im- 
proved ties by taking con- 
crete steps that showed sin- 
cerity, the newspaper quot- 
ed Mr. Shen as saying. 

The ball ... is in Tai- 
wan’s court," Mr. Shen 
said, but stressed that for- 
eign arm sales and Mr. 
Lee's insincerity remained 
crucial obstacles to better 
ties between the two rivals. 

Commenting on Mr. 
Lee’s offer to visit China, 
Chinese Vice-Premier Qian 
Qichen told reporters 
Wednesday that China had 
in January 1995 invited the 
Taiwan leadership to the 
mainland, the official 
Xinhua Daily Telegraph 
newspaper said. 


Three men arrested on suspicion of having finks with terrpfkt o'Tg”** ^ 

Kashmir are led Saturday by policemen into a Bombay court mtfr their fecMOJ 
Security in the city has been tightened following two bomb blasts in Demi ana 
Rajasthan l»<t week that killed more than 27 people (Reuter photo) 


Indian authorities arrest 2 


blast suspects in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) — Indian author- 
ities have arrested two suspects allegedly 
involved in two deadly bomb blasts in New 
Delhi and the desert state of Rajasthan 
which killed at least 35 people, an official 
said Saturday. 

Farooq Ahmad Khan, head of the Special 
Task Force set up about two years ago to 
combat Muslim insurgency in Kashmir, 
told reporters in this state winter capital that 
the two suspects were arrested Thursday. 

“We have arrested two persons. We are 
handing them over to the New Delhi 
police,” he said. 

Police sources said one of the suspects 
was Begum Farida, sister of Bilal Beg who 
heads die Jammu and Kashmir Islamic 
Front which claimed responsibility for the 
New Delhi blast Tuesday. 

The other person was a man about whom 
no details were given. 

Ms. Farida’s arrest sparked a demonstra- 
tion by women in the Srinagar quarter of 
Soluna Saturday, witnesses said. They 
shouted anti-Indian slogans outside a police 
station and were beaten by baton-wielding 
policemen. 

Sources said the two were being flown to 
New Delhi later Saturday for interrogation. 

Indian detectives Friday detained some 


500 people for questioning in connection 
with a deadly car-bomb blast at a crowded 
New Delhi market Tuesday in which 13 
people died by official count 
Other reports put the toll at 28. 

The Front claimed responsibility for the 
attack saying it was to avenge the killing of 


Muslim separatists by Indian troops in trou- 
bled Kashmir; India’s only Muslim-majori- 


ty state. 

On Wednesday, a bomb exploded in a 
packed bus travelling to Rajasthan from the 
Taj Mahal town of Agra. No one claimed 
responsibility for it 

Home Minis ter Murii Manohar Josh! has 
accused Pakistan of masterminding the 
New Delhi blast saying there was “con- 
crete proof” of its involvement Islamabad 
has denied the charge. 

India and Pakistan have fought two of 
their three wars over the disputed state of 
Kashmir, where a bloody Muslim separatist 
drive has claimed more than 12,000 lives 
since 1989. 

fodia accuses Pakistan of fomenting 
insurgency in the state — a charge 
Islamabad denies saying it extends moral 
and diplomatic support to a legitimate cam- 
paign for self-rule. 


India ruling party predicts a 
likely spit in opposition ranks 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s minority gov- 
ernment, facing a vote of confidence next 
week, believes a probe ordered into allega- 
tions of bribery in the previous parliament 
could split opposition ranks, politicans said 
Saturday. 

Sources in the ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) said the Congress Party of pre- 
vious Prime Minister P.V. Narasimba Rao 
may splinter over the case. 

A Delhi High Court judge ordered a fresh 
probe Friday into accusations by a citizens 
group that the Congress bribed deputies 
from a small party in the previous parlia- 
ment to support Mr. Rao in a confidence 
vote in 1993. 

A BJP source said the party was not dis- 
counting the possibility that the issue could 
split the Congress before the BJP faces par- 
liament in a test of strength next week. A 
vote of no-confidence in the right-wing 
Hindu nationalist government is likely 
Tuesday. 

The Congress and the United Front, a 
loose grouping of leftists, centrists and 
regional parties, has vowed to vote against 
the BJP. The two groups together bold a 
majority in the Lok Sab ha, the House of the 
People, and the BJP’s tenure at the moment 
appears unlikely to last beyond next week. 

“There’s one noose and too many keen 
executioners," a BJP deputy told Renters. 
“There is a good chance they will be 
jostling with each other, when the time 
comes, and forget to hang the BJP." 

BJP leader Atal Bihari Vajpayee was 
sworn in as prime minister on May 16 after 
his grouping won the highest number of 
seats in elections in April and May. 

On Saturday, the BJP appeared to have 
made little headway from its tally of 194 
deputies, including allies, in the 545-seat 
Lok Sabha, party sources said. 

If the government does lose the vote, the 
United Front plans to stake a claim for 
power, with the chief minister of the south- 


ern state of Karnataka, ELD. Deve Gowda, 
as its choice for prime minister 

The front has been promised support by 
Mr Rao’s vanquished Congress Pity. 

BJP sources said the party was talking to 
as yet unidentified leaders from both the 
main opposition groups to persuade them to 
abstain from the confidence vote. 

The vote is decided by deputies present 
and voting, and the party is seeking the 
abstentions in an attempt to squeak through, 
BJP sources said. 

They said growing reservations expressed 
by a powerful group of regional, leaders 
within the Congress on Mr Rao’s offer to 
help the United Front gain power could also 
help their bid. 

The Statesman newspaper said Mr Rao 
was due to begin a series of meetings with 
regional deputies from Saturday to assess 
their reactions to Congress support to the 
front. 

The Financial Express quoted former 
Congress Minister Ajit Singh as warning of 
a simmering rebellion against Mr Rao over 
his promised support to Deve Gowda. 

But the BJP’s biggest hope hinged on the 
wider acceptability of Mr. Vajpayee among 
opposition groups as a moderate leader who 
has kept a discreet distance from his party’s 
hardline pro-Hindu policies. 

Mr. Vajpayee underscored his acceptabili- 
ty with a moderate BJP agenda Friday when 
President Shankar Dayal Sharma formally 
opened the new parliament and spelled out 
key programmes the BJP proposes to pur- 


sue. 


These were free of controversy and 
excluded the right-wing pro-Hindu rhetoric 
that the BJP has used in its campaign. 

“The opposition will find it very difficult 
to disagree with any of the well-intentioned 
plans, programmes and projects of the new 
government,” the Times of India newspaper 
commented. 


80 killed in 2 Chinese mine disasters 


BEUING (R) — Nearly 80 people have 
been killed in two separate mining disasters 
in China, delayed news reports said 
Saturday. 

A gas explosion rocked a coal mine in 
centra] Hunan province killing 46 miners 
and leaving 38 missing, while flooding in a 
lead and zinc mine in northern Gansu 
province killed 33. 

Authorities rescued 97 people at the 
Pingqingsban Mine after the May 21 blast, 
said the May 23 edition of the Hunan Daily, 
just seen in Beijing. 

Authorities were still investigating the 
cause of the explosion. The report gave no 
more details. 

The China Youth Daily said Saturday the 
bodies of 33 mine-workers were recovered 
on May 21 nearly three weeks after floods 
trapped them in three underground caves in 
Gansu. 

After the accident, the Cheng Xian 
Geographic Mining Bureau ordered the clo- 


sure of the mines, part of China’s second- 
lead and zinc mine complex in 
Lijiaguo, it said. 

Reports of both disasters reached Beijing 
just a day after the Guangming Daily here 
said flagging concern for safety and poor 
implementation of regulations bad spaikcd 
significant rises in China's fatal accidents 
and Fires this year. 

In 1,811 industrial accidents durin* 
January and February, 1,757 people died!" 

were up five per cent, 5.8 per 
an £?* 3 Per cent respectively compared 
to the first two months of 1995. it said 

t0 S !£&* <>f ^ in the first three 
months of 1996 was 13327. A total of 699 
^le were killed and 805 injured in the 
nres which caused 268 million yuan ($32.3" 
million) m damage, it said. 

The accidents and blazes were caused by 
a lack of safety measures, a low awareness 
of ejusnng safety regulations, poor manage- 
ment and a shortage of fends, it said. 


No Indonesian 
crown prince — 
Suharto’s son 


JAKARTA (R) — Indone- 
sia’s President Suharto has 
not groomed any member 
of his family to ran the 
country, his second son 
Bambang Trihatmodjo was 
quoted Saturday as saying. 
“Father has never prepared 
a crown prince (from his 
family)," he was quoted by 
the Media Indonesia and 
Kompas daily newspapers 
as saying during a working 
session of die ruli ng Golkar 
Party. Mr. Suharto, 74, is 
widely expected to seek 
reelection for a seventh 
presidential term in March 
1998. But the death last 
month of his wife of 48 
years and closest confidant, 
Ibu Hen, raised questions 
over Mr. Suharto's political 
plans and an eventual suc- 
cessor. Mr. Trihatmodjo 
said his father had always 
put the reelection issue in 
the hands of the People’s 
Consultative Assembly 
(MPR). The assembly, 
maHft up of 500-members 
from the mainly elected 
House of Representatives 
and 500 government ap- 
pointees, Sects the presi- 
dent and vice-president for 
five-year terms. Mr. Trihat- 
modjo, who like other 
members of Suharto’s fam- 
ily is prominent in the busi- 
ness community, shrugged 
off suggestions he was 
being groomed to succeed 
the president “I don’t want 
it I feel comfortable stay- 
ing on the business side. 
The reelection issue is in 
the hands of the MPR,” he 
was quoted as saying. 


Shanghai officials 
entertain at 
bowling alleys 


Shanghai daily 
raps superstitious 
performances 




SHANGHAI (AFP) — 
Chinese officials in Shang- 
hai have taken to entertain- 
ing at 10-pin bowling 
alleys after the city govern- 
ment slapped a ban on 
meals and karaoke sessions 
paid with public funds, a 
-report Said Saturtfcty.’ , The 
Lffigfation I^y^reporied 
ibaqan investigation, of 31 
hotels, entertainment out- 
lets, restaurants and bowl- 
ing centres in March found 
that 1,341 of 1,891 games 
bowled were paid by offi- 
cial cheques. “Nobody 
knows whether the other 
550 bills paid by cash 
would be reimbursed by 
the enterprises or not," the 
newspaper said. Among the 
61 company managers and 
head of enterprises who 
were questioned by investi- 
gators, 48 said they went 
bowling for business, not 
ont of personal interest. 
The report quoted the man- 
agers as saying that big 
meals and karaoke lounges 
were no longer attractive 
because they were “too 
eye-catching and vulgar.” 
The Shanghai government 
clamped down on the use 
of public funds to entertain 
at restaurants, karaoke 
lounges and nightclubs last 
month in a bid to stamp ont 
corruption. The fad of 
bowling attracted man- 
agers and department 
heads who needed to enter- 
tain business associates or 
top leaders to “smooth and 
develop relations,” the 
report said. 




SHANGHAI (AFP) — A 
Shanghai daily Saturday 
rapped popular opera per- 
formances in the country- 
side in southern Guang- 
dong province for encour- 
aging superstitious beliefs 
and wasting money. The 
Wen Hui Bao Daily said in 
an editorial that the perfor- 
mances had become a 
problem with some coun- 
ties and towns staging 
more than 3,000 perfor- 
mances a year or as many 
as 10 performances duly. 
About 90 per cent of the 
operas, which were co- 
loured by feudalism, super- 
stition and Buddha wor- 
ship, were sung by amateur £ 
travelling groups not ap- - 
proved by authorities, the 
editorial said. Before the 
performances, villagers 
worshipped on bended 
knees and made offerings 
before the wooden stage* 
rhe editorial said. 
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Hanoi 

welcomes 

newly 

nominated 

U.S. 

ambassador 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam 
gave a swift official wel- 
come Saturday to the nom- 
ination of former Vie tnam 
War.* veteran Douglas 

"Pete” Peterson as the first 
United Stales ambassador 
to Hanoi. 

A Foreign Ministry 

spokesman, reading from a 
prepared statement, des- 
cribed the move as “an 
active step contributing to- 
wards the further develop- 
ment of relations between 
the two countries”. 

He said Vietnam was “a- 
ctrvely preparing*’ to ap- 
point its own ambassador 
to Washington. 

The nomination of Mr. 
Peterson, 60, a Florida De- 
mocrat and former fighter 
pilot who spent 6-1/2 years 
as a prisoner of war in Viet- 
nam, was announced by 
White House spokesman 
David Johnson Friday. 

Ml Johnson told repor- 
ters the prospective ambas- 
sador’s first priority would 
be the "fullest possible 
accounting” of American 
servicemen still listed as 
missing from the Vie tnam 
War which ended in 1975. 

But Ml Peterson’s nomi- 
nation, which has been 
widely expected for several 
months, still has to be con- 
firmed by the U.S. Senate. 

United States officials 
have indicated the confir- 
mation process could be 
difficult because of sensi- 
tivities over both the miss- 
ing-in-action issue and the 
? 4noadeFr,^sne of .gqljpy 
<>vtowards- nrfonner enemy,* ' 
lz Mi. 1 ~*3jnton is expected 
to clear the way ftrf-send- 
• mg an ambassador by certi- 
fying soon, possibly as 
eariy as next week, that 
Vietnam is "cooperating in 
foil faith” with efforts to 
answer the remaining ques- 
tions about Americans still 
missing from the war. 

A U.S. military spokes- 
woman in Hanoi said 
Saturday that according to 
figures issued in March 
some 2,154 U.S. service- 
men were still listed as 
nrissing-in-action in Indo- 
china with 1,609 in .Viet- 
nam. 

- Most are known to have 
died but their remains have 
not been found. 

The United States and 
V ietnam normalised diplo- 
matic ties in July last yean 
The first U.S. embassy in 
Hanoi was officially 
opened a few weeks later 
in August during a visit by 
.Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

But despite those moves, 
the forma - adversaries 
have not yet reached agree- 
ment on full economic and 
trade normalisation. In ad- 
dition, a series of hardline 
Vietnamese statements in 
recent months has indicat- 
ed lingering distrust. 

Newspaper commen- 
taries in state-controlled 
dailies have repeatedly 
accused the United States 
of seeking lo undermine 
Hanoi's Communist lead- 
ership through "peaceful 
evolution” — a term used 
by Vietnam to mean back- 
door subversion. 

In private, Vietnamese 
officials also accuse War 
shin gt on of being unrea- 
sonable in its trade negotia- 
tions with Hanoi, which 
have focused most recently 
on the protection of copy- 
rigbt. 

If successful. Ml Peter- 
son’s appointment would 
mark the first time the 
United Stales has had an 
ambassador in Hanoi. 

Washington had a con- 
sulate in Hanoi prior to 
1954. The last American 
ambassador to Vietnam 
was posted in Saigon, the 
capital of U.S.-backed 
South Vietnam. 



French troops onload bags belonging to French civilians whom they have taken to the 
Bangui Airport in army tracks to be evacuated to Paris (Renter photo) 

France, U.S. assess rescue 
missions outside Bangui 


BANGUI (R) — France ami the United 
States are considering rescue missions to 
evacuate Westerners trapped in the interior 
of the turbulent Central African Republic 
by an army mutiny. 

A French military spokesman said French 
troops had brought out most of the foreign- 
ers who wanted to leave Bangui, the devas- 
tated capital, and were now studying ways 
to reach those in other parts of die country. 

The United States, which landed Marines 
in Bangui after soldiers mutinied against 
President Ange-Felix Patasse a week ago. 
offered to provide helicopters to rescue 
people from the sparsely-populated interior. 

“It appears to be calm in the interior but 
there is a chance there could be revenge 
attacks,” the French military spokesman 
said. 

Bangui, a city of 500,000 people, seemed 
to be quieter Friday as French troops 
patrolled. But central stores had been loot- 
ed, bodies littered the streets and a Red 
Cross worker told Radio France 
Internationale: “The morgues are fulL” 

Residents in the east-central town of 
Bambara, 400 kilometres from Bangui, 
reported anti-French marches similar to 
violent protests in the capital against 
France’s military intervention to back Ml 
Patasse. 

French troops opened fire Friday to break 
op one of three protest marches in Bangui 
which, defied a baa by The ^authorities 4>f - 
gatherings of more than five people: *• ~ H 

U.S. embassy spokeswoman June Carter 
Parry said 93 Americans had been airlift ed 
to Cameroon, leaving 172 U.S. citizens of 


whom 33 were in the embassy including its 
staff of nine. 

“We are not allowing anyone to move 
without being in an armoured vehicle,” Ms. 
Party told Reuters by telephone. 

French troops based in the Central 
African Republic under defence accords 
were reinforced by units from France and 
garrisons in Africa to intervene on the side 
of Mr. Patasse, who survived a pay revolt 
by soldiers barely a month ago. 

France, the former colonial power, used 
the Central African Republic as a strategic 
base to defend Chad against Libyan incur- 
sions and Bangui served as a rear supply 
base for a Bench operation in Rwanda in 
1994. 

Mr. Patasse, softening a hardline stance as 
protests persisted against him and his 
French backers, proposed a broader govern- 
ment and a national conference on the 
armed forces. 

“In the exceptional circumstances which 
the country finds itself, 1 call for an assem- 
bly of all with the view to establishing a 
broad-based government, one of whose 
tasks will be to organise a national forum 
on defence in order to make our army a 
combat army,” he said in a statement. 

But, interviewed on French television. 
Ml Patasse said he would not resign. Only 
a handful of mutineers .-rather than a major- 
ity of the people, wanted bis resignation, be 

nature IlSfejuitiny has changed,” 
he said. “It has become a movement of 
rebellion against the established authori- 
ties” 





French troops help a little girl into an army track to be taken to the Bangui airport 
to be evacuated with other French civilians to Paris. Violence continued as rebefious 
soldiers chall enged the authority of President Ange-Felix Patasse (Renter photo) 

Sri Lanka troops hunt 
Tiger rebels in Jaffna 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan troops have 
launched a hunt for Tamil Tiger rebel infil- 
trators in the northern Jaffna peninsula after 
the guerrillas ambushed government troops, 
the military said Saturday. 

One soldier was killed and three wounded 
when a group of rebels attacked troops dur- 
ing the search operation in the Vadamarach- 
chi division of the peninsula Friday, it said 
in a statement. 

‘Troops could not return fire since the ter- 
rorists were firing from the direction of 
civilians,” the statement said. 

Troops discovered a large rebel Sea Tiger 
base with tunnels and underground bunkers 
during the search, it said. The Sea Tigers 
are the naval wing to the Tamil guerri llas. 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Edam (LTTE) 
rebel infiltrators, who come mainly by sea, 
have stepped up hit-and-run attacks on 
troops in their former stronghold, military 
officials said. 

■ One rebel was killed and his body recov- 
ered by troops in an ambush in the 
Thenmaradchi division of the Jaffna penin- 
sula, south of Vadamarachchi, also Friday, 
the statement said. 

Troops recovered the bodies of two Tamil 
civilians abducted and killed by the rebels 
in the same area, it said. 

On Thursday, a soldier was killed and 
three wounded when their vehicle came 
under rebel fire during an ambush in 


Russians, Chechens to meet 
Monday but war rumbles on 


VORKUTA, Russia (R) — Chechen rebel leaders will meet 
the Russian government Monday, President Baris Yeltsin 
said, but fighting ground on and Moscow’s hawkish 
defence minister said the talks would not bring peace. 

Ml Yeltsin, who is banking on the talks to help win 
reelectiou in three weeks’ time, sounded optimistic when he 
confirmed the meeting during a campaign trip to the Arctic 
town of Vorkuta. 

"On Monday, we will be at the negotiating table... With 
the leadership of the government and representatives of 
those armed forces,” he said. T thi nk we will reach an 
agreement on a full cessation of all armed conflict” 

On Thursday he said rebel leader Zdimkhan Yandarbiyev 
had accepted an invitation to Moscow for talks and 
declared "the ice has broken" in the 17-month conflict 
which has cost him modi of the liberal support that swept 
him to the Kremlin in 1991. 

The talks are intended initially to renew a military accord 
reached last summer but never implemented. It foresaw 
Russian troop withdrawals in retnm for rebel disarmament 
and left the thorny question erf Chechenya’s political status 
to one side. 

The mere fact of talks constitutes p rog ress since the 
rebels had been refusing to negotiate until troops were 
pulled out 

A rebel military commander, Dand Akhmadov, was quot- 
ed by ITAR-TASS news agency as saying the separatists 
were now “ready not only for dialogue but sensible com- 
promise”. 

But die independence issue is no simpler now than a year 
ago. Mr. Yeltsin said he would not accept the separatists’ 
ultimate demand — outright secession. Moscow fears that 
conld start the unravelling of the whole of the multi-ethnic 
Russian Federation. 

“Of course we won’t give Chechenya away. Chechenya 
will remain part of Russia. Russia is and will be united and 
indivisible," the president told a crowd in the grimy 
coalmining town. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s confidence in achieving a ceasefire was also 
thrown into doubt by his own defence minister, Pavel 
Grachev, and complaints from the separatists that the 
Russian army was still on the attack and trying to wreck the 
peace process. 

The paratroop general echoed Ml Yeltsin’s main political 
rival, Communist candidate Gennady Zyuganov, in saying 
the negotiations were doomed to failure and that peace 
could only come to Chechenya once the rebels had been 
“completely annihilated”. 

T do not believe in this,” TASS quoted the hawkish 
Grachev as saying in Siberia when asked if the talks would 
succeed. 


Gen. Grachev said Ml Yandarbiyev was in a weaker posi- 
tion than bis predecessor Dzhokar Dudayev, who was killed 
a month ago, and did not have the power to impose peace 
on the rebel fighters. 

Among those, Gen. Grachev noted, was S hamil Basayev, 
who led a bloody raid into southern Russia last June. He 
was an “outright terrorist” who would fight to the end 
because he knew the Russians would show him "no mercy 
and no forgiveness .” 

Russia media have speculated Ml Yeltsin may sack the 
loyal but unpopular Gen. Grachev before or after the June 
16 election. 

The Russian military command in Chechenya said it had 
started “mopping up” operations in the south and southeast 
of the province after reporting the seizure Friday of a last 
rebel stronghold, the forma missile base of Bamut in the 
West 

Rebel spokesman Movladi Udugov told Ekho Moskvy 
radio: "Stepping up military operations in Chechenya, cer- 
tain faces in Moscow are trying to wreck Mr. Yeltsin and 
Ml Yandarbiyev’s meeting.” 

Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin met key ministers 
and officials Saturday to prepare the summit and reviewed 
documents that may be signed there, Interfax News Agency 
said. 

Meanwhile Russian forces Saturday launched an offen- 
sive in the south and southeast of Chechenya to "liquidate 
groups” of rebels holding out in these zones, Interfax said, 
citing the Russian military command in Chechenya. 

Russian troops had "begun operations to liquidate groups 
of baoefits in the bills in the regions of Chatoi and 
Vedeno,” the source said. Moscow refers to Chechen rebels 
as "bandits.” 

Vedeno, which is about 60 kilometres southeast of the 
capital Grozny, is one of the final Chechen rebel strong- 
holds after Bamut, in the west, fell after a fierce, week-long 
assault Friday. 

Using military terms without elaborating, the report said 
federal troops were conducting "clean-up” operations in 
Khadji-Yurt and Tsa- Vedeno, two villages near Vedeno. 

The term "clean-up” has been used by Russians since the 
start of the bloody, 17-month war to refer to both offensive 
operations including bombings and assaults to drive rebels 
out of villages. 

The last news from both villages a few weeks ago had 
said Khadji-Yurt was under rebel control though the 
Russians had taken ova Tsa- Vedeno. 

Earlier Saturday, rebel sources cited by (be Interfax 
agency said Moscow’s troops were moving in on the town 
of Vedeno and that civilians were already fleeing the town, 
fearing a Russian assault. 


Yeltsin tries to win votes in Arctic Russia 


VORKUTA, Russia (R) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin, buoyed by a 
risky gamble on peace in Chechenya, 
bids Saturday to win bade die support 
of a mtmng community beyond (be 
Arctic -Qrtfe : whose* suppa^.Jbelped 
him win power. 

The 65-year4eader, naming for a 
second term in die June 16 poll against 
Communist leader Gennady Zyuga- 
nov, will decide this weekend whether 
to go ahead whin a risky bid to hold 
direct talks in the Kremlin wife die 
leader of the Chechen rebels. 

Vorkuta coalminers originally 
backed Ml Ydtsin in bis efforts to re- 
place the Soviet-era centralised eco- 
nomy with a Western-style market and 
to destroy Communist one-party rale 
which ended in a collapse of the super- 
power in late 1991. 

But market reforms proved fatal for 
the coal centre some 200 kilometres 
north of the Arctic Circle, bnOt some 
60 years ago as an k i n d in the Gulag 
Archipelago of dictator Josef Stalin’s 
dreaded prison camps. Its coal turned 
out to be too expensive, its infrastruc- 
ture not worth maintaining. 

Most of Vorkuta's mines continue 


waking though salary delays have 
become routine. Just a day before Ml 
Y eltsin’s arrival the miners were paid 
their February wages bat with little 
-hope of getting their March, April and 
^h^nroney soon. : 7.; ‘-*~: 

^ hardships and worsening 

' social conditions have led to a dramat- 
ic change in die mood of miners. 

“Ws all believed than that something 
would cone out of it,” editor of the 
local newspaper Zapolyarye Alexan- 
der Tretyakov told Reuiers-”Bot now 
everyone is disappointed.” 

At Ins previous stop in the northern 
port of Arkhangelsk Friday Mr. Yeltsin 
made dear be was relying on sweeten- 
ers to win back the voters’ support 

I’ve come with frill pockets,” Ml 
Yeltsin told voters. “Today a little mo- 
ney will be coming into Arkhangelsk 
region.” 

Apart from the hardships of reforms, 
Ml Yeltsin’s once high popularity has * 
suffered most from bis highly unpopu- 
lar campaign in Chechenya, launched 
in December 1994 to quell the region's 
independence bid. 

On Thursday Ml Yeltsin unexpect- 
edly announced that be bad invited 


Chechen separatist leader Zelimkhan 
Yandarbiyev to Moscow for talks on 
ending the conflict which had killed 
more than 30,000 people. . 

- Interfax News Agency quoted well 
•infonned sources in Moscow as saying 
that the talksnnght take place as early 
as Monday, a date iftso mentioned by 
Chechen rebel Chief of Staff Aslan 
Maskhadov in an interview with the 
Pans newspaper Le Figaro. 

Bnt the agency added that Mr. Yel- 
tsin would make a final decision after 
Prime Minister Chonomyrdin briefs 
him at Moscow's government airport 
immediately after the president’s 
arrival in Moscow late Saturday. 

Reports about peace talks coincided 
with heavy fighting in western Cbe- 
chenya where Russian forces stormed 
the last rebel stronghold of Bamut 
Russian military officials said the for- 
mer missile base fell Friday but sepa- 
ratists denied this. 

If Yeltsin can keep the peace process 
alive, at least until the likely second 
round of the election in early July, 
some political analysts believe it will 
be his trump card. But failure could 
rebound on his chances. 


White House attacks ( spitball politics’ of Dole 


Vadamarachchi, military officials said. 

A rebel in civilian dress threw a hand 
grenade at troops deployed near a school in 
Chavakachcberi, in Thenmaradchi, wound- 
ing four scholars on the same day, they said. 

“We knew they had infiltrated the area,” 
said an army officer in charge of counter- 
insurgency operations. "They will continue 
to infiltrate and harrass our troops so that 
we will be compelled to commit the bulk of 
our manpower to bold ground.” 

The military has been screening refugees 
returning to their homes in Jaffna to try to 
prevent rebel infiltration, he said. 

The rebels said in a statement Thursday 
that the military bad detained more than 
300 youths after their latest offensive into 
Vadamarachchi. 

The army tightened restrictions on Tamil 
youths entering army-held areas in north- 
central Vavuniya, allowing only 25 youths 
each day after thorough screening, to pre- 
vent infiltration by the Tigers. 

The military announced last week that it 
was in control of the entire peninsula for the 
first time in almost a decade after its latest 
offensive against the Tigers. 

The rebels, fighting for an independent 
homeland for minority Tamils in the north 
and east, regrouped in the northern Wanni 
mainl and where they set up bases before the 
army rolled into Jaffna. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The White House charged Friday 
that a desperate Bob Dole and other Republicans are engag- 
ing in “spitban politics” against President Bill Clinton with 
a coordinated series of personal attacks. 

‘This campaign turned very nasty and very ugly very 
quickly once the Republicans became desperate about their 
situation,” White House spokesman Mike McCrary told 
reporters. 

Sen. Dole, the prospective Republican presidential nomi- 
nee, and Ml Clinton engaged in the most heated political 
fight of the 1996 campaign Thursday when Sef». Dole said 
the Democratic president bad "pushed the limits of decen- 
cy too far” by vetoing a bill that would have banned a type 
of hue-stage abortion. 

Ml Clinton lashed back with an angry, finger-pointing 
response at a news con fe rence: T am always a little scepti- 
cal when politicians piously proclaim their morality.” 

Other Republicans have pounced gleefully on a legal 
brief filed by a Clinton attorney, Robert Bennett, in a sexu- 
al harassment suit filed by a former Arkansas state employ- 
ee. 

Ml Bennett’s brief, filed with the Supreme Court this 
month, argues that Mr. Clinton’s status as commander-in- 
chief could be grounds for delaying the suit until after be 
leaves office. It cites as one possible basis for soch a claim 
a law that protects active-duty military personnel from hav- 
ing to defend themselves in civil suits. 


The brief has allowed Republicans to express incredulity 
that Ml Clinton, who evaded the draft during the Vi etnam 
War, might claim his constitutional status as civilian U.S. 
military chief gives him protections granted to those who 
serve in the military. 

The whole dispute also refocuses attention on womanis- 
ing charges that plagued Mr. Clinton in the 1992 campaign. 

Hoping to -capitalise on the issue, the Republican Party 
quickly whipped out a mocking television advertisement 
accusing Ml Clinton of avoiding a sexual harrassment law- 
suit by claiming be is on active military service. 

“Bill Clinton — he’s really something. He’s now trying to 
avoid a sexual harrassment lawsuit claiming be is on active 
military service ” the announcer declares on the advertise- 
ment 

Mr. McCrary called the ad “a cheap shot” 

"Character is something the American people judge for 
themselves. And what I’m talking about is spitball politics 
and the smudge that they've put on (he air That’s a differ- 
ent thing,” be fumed. 

Nelson Warfield, Sen. Dole’s campaign spokesman, 
countered that “Since Bill Clinton has been bashing Bob 
Dole in TV ads for weeks, these comments don’t just add 
insult to injury, they add hypocrisy too. 

"BUI Clinton has decided to turn this contest into a brawl, 
and it’s typical Clinton cynicism to complain about our 
effort to defend ourselves,” Mr. Warfield said. 


40 divers seek bodies on Tanzanian ferry 


MWANZA, Tanzania (R) — Foreign divers Saturday 
joined a recovery operation on Lake Victoria to retrieve 
some 1,000 dead from the sunken Tanzanian ferry Bukoba 
as this lakeside town prepared for a mass funeral of more 
titan 100 victims. 

“We think there's more than 1,000 bodies aboard,” said 
Salim Virani, a boat contractor coordinating volunteer res- 
cue operations, alter bearing reports from a support ship. 

Officials at Mwanza Port said 16 Kenyan and 25 South 
African Navy divers had arrived in Mwanza to reinforce 
the dangerous and difficult operation. 

“What we have here is specialised equipment, 25 divers 
and a medical team,” said South African Navy Captin Jock 
Beacon. 

Divers said more expertise was needed because bodies 
trapped in the ferry since it sank Tuesday would start to 
decompose badly. Many would probably never be raised as 


parts of the wreck were too dangerous. 

The Bokoba was lying on its port side under 27 metres of 
water after East Africa’s worst shipping disaster. 

Divers entered the ferry and recovered 158 bodies Friday. 

Some survivors estimated that 1,000 or more passengers 
were crowded on to the ferry, which had a legal capacity of 
430. 

Government officials said a mass funeral would be held 
in Mwanza Saturday for victims recovered so far. 

Twenty-eight bodies were recovered before Friday. A 
total of 114 survivors are officially listed but the ship's 
owners say others may not have notified authorities that 
they were rescued. 

In Brussels, officials raid Belgium had launched an 
inquiry into why vital stabilisation work was not carried out 
on the Belgian-built ferry, which was commissioned in 
1979. 
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Veil of 986 and beyond 

IF IT turns out to be true that Iraq’s acceptance 
or the oil-for-food deal under Security Council 
Resolution 986 was made possible by reassur- 
ances from France, Russia, China and Egypt that 
this would be a step towards lifting totally the 
U.N.-imposed sanctions, then the accord makes 
more sense than hitherto believed. The ini tial 
euphoria generated by the deal quickly gave way 
to fears that allowing Baghdad to sell $2 billion 
worth of oil every six months (to import basic 
commodities, defray the expenses of the interna- 
tional organisation and pay compensations to 
victims of the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait) could 
serve as an excuse to perpetuate the sanctions 
regime. And the swift shift in perceptions to- 
wards the agreement was in fact most natural 
since providing for food and medicine to flow 
a gain into the hardship-stricken country was 
easily capable of reducing international pressure 
for ending the punitive measures as soon as it was 
ann ounced. 

But now, it seems, there is more to the 
U.N.-Iraqi deal than meets the eye. Baghdad had 
resisted pressures to yield to Resolution 986 on 
the grounds that its implementation in the 
manner suggested would infringe on Iraq’s 
sovereignty and would not provide people with 
the needed panacea. This concern has been 
vindicated by the realisation that the Iraqi people 
would actually benefit from less than half of the 
revenues of oil sold under the agreed-upon terms 
between the two sides. Hie lopsided dikribution 
of the oil sales revenue makes a mockery of the 
claims that the U.N. had the welfare of the Iraqi 
people on top of its priorities when it articulated 
the deal with Baghdad. 

The unfairness of the accord, though, would 
indeed dissipate if the said promise to eventually 
lift the embargo against Iraq is not honoured. 
Iraq has largely met U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 687 and deserves to be recognised for 
what it has done. But even if the international 
comm unity continues to uphold the conviction 
that Iraqi cooperation with the U.N. has never 
been exemplary, the fact remains that it has 
performed reasonably well under the terms of 
Resolution 687. 

Maintaining the sanctions cn Iraq will definite- 
ly put more pressure on the Iraqi regime to 
compy fully with all U.N. resolutions. But that 
obj'ective is being achieved at a very high cost for 
the Iraqi people, who are victims of the faulty 
policies of a regime which they did not elect in the 
first place. The world must continue to work for 
positive change in Iraq. But surely there are 
other ways to do that than starving the Iraqis. 
The sanctions should thus be eased to the extent 
that they would not go on punishing the Iraqi 
people and depriving them of their right to food 
and medicine. But that is only one side of the 
formula. The second is the responsibility of the 
Iraqi regime to its people and to the international 
community. The sanctions cannot be fully lifted 
before Iraq meets all its obligations under U.N. 
resolutions. Arguments that some of these resolu- 
tions are not fair are not as strong as saying true 
responsibilities must be borne by the Iraqi 
regime itself. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily commented on Prime 
Miniver Abdul Karim Kabariti's tours around the King- 
dom by saying that the lours place him face to face with 
the realities on the ground. It is not enough for the gov- 
ernment to leam about the situation from behind closed 
doors or from people who seek their own selfish inter- 
ests. it should rather visit various areas of the country 
and hear the demands and the grievances of the various 
communities, said Sultan A1 Haitab. When the prime 
minister tours different areas in the country, he will 
realise that there are many outstanding problems and 
the public complaints about several issues, starting with 
the dijTupdon of water supplies to difficulties in mar- 
keting agricultural produce, have not been addressed, 
said the writer. By discussing these issues with the local 
people, the prime minister might offer ideas or hear sug- 
gestions from the public that can help the government 
deal with many issues at band, he added. 

A WRITER for A1 Ra’i said that the Arab and Islamic 
nations have no alternative to solidarity and alliance in 
the face of the forces of evil and those powers that do 
not conceal their enmity to the Arab Nation. Salah Jar- 
mr said that it is inevitable for the Arab states to return 
to collective action and to solidarity among themselves 
so that they can stop the foreign powers from looting 
their wealth and end occupation of their lands. There 
can be no alternative to logic and sense and an end to 
the inter-Arab differences that have plagued the nation 
for many years, he continued. The writer said that the 
Arabs should learn from history and heed their prede- 
cessors' advice so as no to fall victim to the new colo- 
nist powers’ greed. The way out of the P^t^hn- 
Sl and economic predicaments facing the nanon he 
Sid^s solidarity and a united front in the face of the 
n«! stressors. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse — 

Government’s performance after 100 days — an assessment 

. hurt these economic relations as we 

THE ONE hundred-day grace period given to the new taken by the government so far should provide their own tf ® Sov sacrificed and hurt the real national 

government has lapsed, and the observers are starting to alternative policies and decisions. feared, it woma ^ ^ fictitious interests, 

make their evaluations. The Centre of Strategic Studies at It is not enough to say that the government did not do interests or toe joruaiu _ mistake, and 

the University of Jordan is conducting a telephone survey much to combat poverty, unemployment or corruption. Fortunately it did not co^ . aluation 


THE ONE hundred-day grace period given to the new 
government has lapsed, and the observers are starting to 
make their evaluations. The Centre of Strategic Studies at 
the University of Jordan is conducting a telephone survey 
of public opinion leaders to find out how the government 
of Abdul Karim Kabariti fares among the people and how 
its performance so far is perceived by the political elite. 

The 100-day grace period granted to new governments 
does not mean that the government should implement its 
programme and achieve its objectives in such a short peri- 
od of time. Would that be the case, governments would 
resign, other governments would take over and would pre- 
sent a follow-up programme achievable in another 100- 
day period. 


The opposers to the government should tell us whai it 
should have done. Criticism is not merely to throw mod in 
■ the face of the ministers, it should be accompanied by con- 
structive and practical suggestions and alternative 
approaches at the political, economic and social levels. 

From a purely economic point of Yiew, I have a 


therefore it deserves a positive evaluation. 

The near rebuke with which the government ^ ww met 
from Israel, the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), 
Syria, Lebanon, Kuwait and several factions of the so- 
called Iraqi opposition may press the government to 

programme and achieve its objectives in such a shon peri- From a purely economic point of Yiew, I have a whole Arab position and rediscover Iraq 

od of time. Would that be the case, governments would favourable opinion of the government’s performance so reevaiu . ^nth of Jordan for which there is 

resign, other governments would take over and would pre- far, not because of what it has already done (as it actually anew, as uaq » tne p 

sent a follow-up programme achievable in another 100- did very tittle) but because of what it did not do. no equal or substitute. Iordan has had 

day period. The government did not sever or worsen the vital eco- Tbe normal and strong relations wtach Jo^n^ tiM 

The grace period is meant to be a honeymoon, during nomic relations with Iraq. It did not step up the differ- with Iraq for over 15 years gave tne . 

which the journalists and the opposition refrain from crit- ences. In spite of the pronoun cements to the {Hess, which regional and international extra weight i nese reiauons 

id sing the new government They agree to give the new may have been meant for externalconsumption, about the assured tbe Jordanian decision makers that their backs are 

team some breathing time to study and plan without hav- desirability or the inevitability of change of the regime in ^- e j or danian borders are untouchable. Jordan’s inde- 

ing to worry about blows on their backs. Iraq, the economic aspects remained stable. Jordanian wnr L nce ^ ; mTn ime and any aggression against Jordan 

Now that the government has passed the 100-day mile- goods continued to flow to the Iraqi market, albeit at lower ™ m«lv 
stone, it is only normal that it should undergo evaluation level, and Jordan continued to import all its growing needs “Jr above I <rive mv vote of confidence to the 

and critique from supporters and opposers alike. Howev- of petroleum from Iraq at a concessional price, roughly Based on me ano , s* J 

er, those who like to criticise the policies and decisions half the prevailing price in the international oil market. government of Mr. Kanann. 


Waiting for the bomb 


By G wynne Dyer Communist government 
might be readier to make 
[ AM writing this article peace. But that bomb will 
before the bomb goes off. If not come until the run-off 
it does not go off before 29 election in July. 

May, Prime Minister Shi- London may be hit by 
mon Peres’ Labour Party another big bomb before 
will probably win the the Ulster election on May 
Israeli election. But if it 30 , and Delhi is likely to 

does, then Likud wins, and see one or more bombs 

the peace is off. before tbe vote in the sepa- 

“1 know that many of you ratist state of Kashmir on 
live in fear — fear of board- the same day. But these are 
ing a bus, fear of sending essentially marginal strug- 
the children to school” gles, and will not affect the 
says Likud’s leader composition or policies of 
Binyamin Netanyahu in bis the British or Indian gov- 
campaign TV spots. “There emments. 
is a sense that the next The Israeli case is differ- 
attack is on the way, it’s ent. The election is almost 
only a matter of time.” It is exclusively about the pre- 
a delicate business talking sent government's policy of 

about the next bomb to making peace with the 
shell-shocked Israelis, but Palestinians, even at the 
Netanyahu has developed price of giving them back 
tbe skill, because his victo- some of their land. And that 
ry depends on a terrorist is what the bombs are 
attack that kills lots of about, too. 

Israelis. Prime Minister Peres, 

There are other Impend- buoyed by a wave of sym- 
ing elections where a big pathy because, of former 
.v * towft t^^iunctuate^the ^Yfohak ;; 

.*..4astJ#efiraof' f tfe campaign. J a - 


. ..■4as tJ«ee k^P f tfe campaign. I '. 1 
**“ TheTHa^lgt are likely to 

end their' seat-restrainr and * 5 ^ovemwr,; wi 


blow up a big bomb- in 
Moscow to ruin Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin’s 
reelection bid: It was 
Yeltsin who started the war 
against them, and even a 


an easy election victory 
until four bombs killed 59 
Israelis between Feb. 25 
and March 4. The bombers, 
all members of militant 
groups linked to Hamas, the 


Palestinian Islamic move- 
ment that opposes peace 
with Israel, wanted to stop 
the peace process — and 
they are having some suc- 
cess. 

After the bombs. 
Netanyahu surged ahead of 
Peres in the polls. Peres 
drew abreast again after 
two weeks, but he has been 
unable to open up a signifi- 
cant lead over his rival. 
Nassim Zvili. secretary- 
general of the Labour Party, 
warns bluntly that it will 
not be possible for Peres to 
bold or regain tbe lead if 
there is a big bomb causing 
lots of deaths in the last 
week of the campaign. 

Which means, in effect, 
that Israelis have handed 
over tbe decision on 
whether they will continue 
or abandon their 5-year 
quest for a general Arab- 
Israeli peace to a couple of 
dozen teenage Palestinian 
suicide-bombers and a few 
older planners and bomb- 
; ornate rs hiding: id theJjack- 
. .alley warrens trf.CfazaiCity 
ratfd Hebron: !;• kbi 
■' Nb sane countryjisfflnld 
want to be in- such a situa- 
tion, and the Israelis cer- 
tainly did not choose it. But 
they are so closely divided 
on the wisdom of making 
peace with the Palestinian 


Liberation Organisation 
and its leader, Yasser 
Arafat, that the election will 
be decided by as few as 
150,000 swing voters. 

These people, who des- 
peraiely want peace but fear 
that Peres' strategy cannot 
deliver it, have already 
shown that they can be 
stampeded by a single big 
bomb. So the Labour gov- 
ernment must pull out all 
the stops to forestall that 
bomb — and Likud must 
secretly count on a calamity 
that it could never deliber- 
ately hope for. 

Will there be a bomb, 
then? The odds are about 
even. 

There was almost one in 
the middle of last month, 
though it did not involve 
Hamas or other Palestini- 
ans. A Lebanese called 
Hussein Mikdad, associated 
with the Iranian-backed 
group Hizbollah that 
recruits among Shiite Mus- 
lims in Lebanon, managed 
to * enter Israel :pn,astolen 
Brip^paisport/ April 
12:rirotir r hrsr Jegsandone 
han^^ere blown off while 
trying to assemble a bomb 
in his hotel in Jerusalem. 

Given the small amount 
of explosives in Mikdad's 
possession, the Israeli intel- 
ligence believes that 


Hizbollah intended to use 
the bomb on an outbound 
El AI flight, where tire secu- 
rity might be less strict than 
on inbound flights. But the 
Palestinian groups connect- 
ed to Hamas are still in 
play, even though yet 
another “master-mind” has 
been eliminated. 

Hasson Salameb, alleged 
to have planned three of 
this year’s suicide bomb- 
ings in Israel, was wounded 
and subsequently arrested 
by the Israeli army in 
Hebron on May 18. But 
that arrest will no more end 
the bombs than the booby- 
trapped cell-phone that 
killed the previous “master 
bomber”, Yahya Ay ash, in 
January. 

It was Yahya Ayash's 
killing that triggered the 
subsequent wave of sui- 
cide-bombings in which 
Hassan Salameb played 
such a prominent role — 
and die latter’s removal will 
not change the pattern 
either. “Master bombers” 

. are . about as _ indispensable 
as junior officers in '-the 
army: all they need is 
courage, passable leader- 
ship skills, and a knowl- 
edge of simple machines. 
There will be another along 
in a minute. 

The Israeli government. 


which closed the borders of 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip to most Palestinian 
workers employed in Israel 
after the February bombs, 
has now sealed them off 
completely. Virtually noth- 
ing and nobody will get 
through until the election is 
over. And yet they still can- 
not guarantee that there will 
not be another bomb. Even 
odds — and if there rs a 
bomb, Netanyahu and 
Likud win the election. 

Netanyahu’s slogan is 
"Making a secure peace,” 
but he has pledged to 
oppose the establishment of 
a Palestinian stale, expand 
Jewish settlements on tbe 
West Bank, and give the 
Israeli army “complete 
freedom of action” to pur- 
sue militants through all the 
territories that the present 
Israeli government has 
banded over to Palestinian 
rule. 

Three months of that, and 
-Arafat and thef FLO' would 
-fHve to tetij^uiic^ peace 
Israel oi^ face. being 
overthrown by their own 
people. No wonder Hamas 
is trying so hard to help 
Likud. But it is amazing 
that Israel’s fate depends on 
such a trivial chance. 


Honey, I’ve been sued by the kids 


By Tony Alien-Mills 

PAY ATTENTION, chil- 
dren. It is tune to learn 
your ABCs. No, no, not 
that silly apple, banana 
and cat nonsense. We’re 
talking about the real 
ABCs you seem to need 
these days, just to get 
through kindergarten. As 
in A is for attorney, B is 
for bailiff and C is for 
constitutional rights. 

America's kids are 
going to court. They are 
suing their school teach- 
ers, their playmates, their 
baby-sitters and even 
their own parents. Some 
of them are being sued in 
return. To the despair to a 
legal profession already 
deeply diseased by idiotic 
aduit acrimony, the rise of 
the litigious toddler is 
aiming justice into a joke. 

It is not as if America is 
unused to daft legal dis- 
putes. Legendary tales are 
told about the Pennsylva- 
nia jailbird who once sued 
the government because 
his prison-issue under- 
wear was too tight; and a 
Phoenix man who attend- 
ed bis granddaughter's 
dance recital recently 
sued the school because 
he slipped and fell on 
"dropped cookie crumbs 
and jnoist flower petals.” 
He claimed the floor 
should have been clean. 

Yet the columns of 
American newspapers are 
increasingly being filled 
with cases such as Pevnev 
vs. Inge. As in Stacey 
Pevnev, 3. vs. Jonathan 
Inge, also 3. It has 
become known as the 
Sandpit Saga, a shocking 
tale of toddler torment. 

The saga unfolded as 
follows: Jonathan and 
Stacey were playing hap- 
pily enough in a Boston 
playground sandpit until 


Jonathan gave Stacey a 
kick. Stacey’s mother 
promptly told him to stop. 
Jonathan's mother inter- 
vened and told Stacey's 
mother to shut up. So 
Stacey’s mother went ro 
court. "I found it a neces-: 
sary step,” Antonina 
Pevnev primly said. 

After a titanic clash in 
Suffolk Superior Court, 
Pevnev succeeded in win- 
ning a civil injunction 
keeping Jonathan away 
from her daughter: Judge 
Charles Spurlock a 
solemn restraining order 
“The defendant and plain- 
tiff be enjoined and 
restrained from having 
any verbal contact with 
one another.’* 

Roderick MacLeisb. a 
prominent Boston advo- 
cate, weeps into his 
metaphorical wig. “We’re 
a litigious society, it’s pan 
of our culture,” he says. 
"But if we have reached 
tbe point where 3-year- 
olds are seeking restrain- 
ing orders — and judges 
are granting them — then 
we need to take a serious 
look at what's going on in 
this country." 

Theo S dinars, a Dallas 
diamond broker, couldn’t 
a^ree more. He and his 
wife, Macltie, left their 
son, Connor, 4, with a 
baby-sitter. Erica Bailey. 
Connor had clearly failed 
to read the Texas State 
Judicial Statutes regard- 
ing acceptable 4-year-old 
behaviour toward baby- 
sitters. He promptiy 
slugged Bailey in the 
throat 

Bailey, 21, is now suing 
the boy and his parents for 
$2 million. "The baby-sit- 
ter says Connor gave her a 
crushed larynx and other 
injuries, and that she can 
no longer work, attend 
college, or lead a normal 


life,” says Mackie 
Schaars. The lawsuit 
seeks $1 million in com- 
pensation for the pain and 
suffering Bailey already 
claims to have endured. 


apartment exploded. And 
Jimmy Hines, 13, has 
spent the past four years 
fighting through the Indi- 
ana courts for the right to 
wear an earring to school. 


“America’s kids are going to 
court. They are suing their 
school teachers, their play- 
mates, their baby-sitters and 
even their own parents. Some 
of them are being sued in 
return. To the despair to a 
legal profession already 
deeply diseased by idiotic 
adult acrimony, the rise of the 
litigious toddler is turning 
justice into a joke.” 


and $1 million for future 
suffering. She says she 
has been left with a per- 
manently "raspy” voice. 

So who is this Connor 
guy? Some kind of ninja 
karate toddler tearaway 
who beats up women four 
times his size for fun? 
‘‘Actually one of his 
teachers says he’s one of 
the sweetest children she 
has ever worked with,” 
says Schaars. The case 
goes to trial this month. 

Then there was the case 
of Philip Garner, aged 10, 
who is suing his landlord 
for $100,000 for the trau- 
ma he suffered when the 
lavatory in his Bronx 


Johnny Lupoli, 9, was 
sued last month by a 
woman who was hit by a 
baseball he threw during 
Little League practice! 
Carol Larosa was sittin* 
in the stand, and sued on 
the grounds that Lupoli 
had thrown the baseball at 
a bard and dangerous 
speed.” The judge took 
me view that spectators 
do not attend baseball 
games in order to see balls 
thrown at a soft and harm- 
less speed. He dismissed 
the case. "Johnny was just 
a little boy,” 
Lupoli's mother adds. 

But in modem America, 
alas, “just being a little 


boy” is sometimes no 
excuse. According to Bai- 
ley's lawsuit, tbe Schaars 
should specifically have 
warned her that Connor 
had a “dangerous propen- 
sity to act recklessly.” It 
will be up to a Dallas 
judge to decide if being a 
4-year-old boy is not in 
itself sufficient warning 
of dangerous or reckless 
propensities. 

Some lawyers believe 
the only way of stopping 
this trend in its toddler 
tracks will be to adopt the 
British requirement that 
the losers of civil lawsuits 
be obliged to pay the win- 
ners’ costs. At present, 
almost any American liti- 
gant can find a lawyer 
desperate enough for 
clients to take on the case 
for a percentage of any 
winnings. Anyone can go 
to court confident that a 
loss will not cost them a 
single cent. 

Other senior lawyers 
believe that the rush to 
court to settle child-relat- 
ed disputes is yet another 
sorry sign of collapsing 
family values and mone- 
tary greed. The chance to 
sue for damages is viewed 
by countless litigants as a 
path to easy riches; less 
scrupulous lawyers them- 
selves encourage the 
trend with aggressive 
ambulance-chasing 
advertisements urging 
any victim of a mishap, 
however, minor or seem- 
ingly accidental, to seek 
legal advice. 

Michael J. Donovan, a 
Massachusetts clerk-mag- 
istrate for civil cases 
says: "The courts are real- 
ly a dumping ground for 
some people. These 
(Pevnev and Inge) could- 
n’t cope with their dis- 
agreement and they are 




setting a bad example for 
their kids. This case is 
more about the parents 
•than about those 3-year- 
olds.” 

The trend to toddler tort 
is scarcely hindered by 
revisions of legal statues 
in several states to enable 
children to sue their own 
parents. Concerned about 
children’s rights to com- 
pensation in injury cases, 
the Ohio supreme court 
abolished parental immu- 
nity fro m their offspring’s 
lawsuits 10 years ago. 
Other states followed suit 
Since then, a number of 
children have sued their 
parents for injuries suf- 
fered in car accidents, and 
one 5-year-old was 
allowed to sue his father 
for the careless operation 
of a power lawnmower 
that accidentally bumped 
into the son. 

. While some lawyers 
insist that the number of 
frivolous lawsuits is exag- 
gerated by the media, 
there have been enough 
bizarre cases for some 
parents to wonder if they 
need . to have a lawyer 
standing by every time lit- 
tle Timmy throws a snow- 
ball. 

Did I mention throwing 
a snowball? Two weeks 
ago, the American Civil 
Liberties Union filed a 
lawsuit against the school 
and police departments in 
Cranston, Rhode Island, 
°Yf r a !993 incident in 
which a 9-year-old girl 
was suspended from her 
class and taken to police 
headquarters for question- 

What was Monica Dor* 
ney’s offence? She threw 
a snowball at a classmate, 
in Cranston, that earns 
you a lawyer. 

The Sunday Times 
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^n ek Syrians to stay, Lebanon says 

(Continued from page 1 ) 
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pension of negotiations in 
Washington. 

“Not wanting new witnes- 
ses who could accuse it of 
dimes and (ceasefire) viola- 
tions in Sooth Lebanon, 
Israel is deliberately imperil 
ing the formation erf a com- 
mittee by making unaccept- 
able propositions," the gov- 
ernment daily Tishrin said. 

According to the newspap- 
er, “Israel is responsible for 
the slowness of the discus- 
sons in Washington.” 

Negotiations on terms for 
monitoring a ceasefire in 
South Lebanon were sus- 
pended Thursday as Israel 
awaited instructions from its 


government, diplomats in 
Washington said. 

The group has been work- 
mg for more than two weeks 
to hammer out how they will 
oversee the April 26 ceasefire 
in South Lebanon between 
the Israeli army and Hizbol- 
lab guerrillas. 

The accord ending 17 days* 
of fighting was brokered after 
the massacre of more than 
100 Lebanese Chilians who 
had fled their homes to avoid 
tile Israeli barrage but were 
shelled in a U.N. camp. 

Under the agreement, 
Israel and the Hizboilah 
pledged not to target civ ilians 
or the border area but have 
the right to defend them- 
selves if attacked. 
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France mourns Trappist monks 

(Co n tinued Cram page 1) 

“barbaric act contrary to the 
values of Islam, its spiritually 
and its openness to aO other 
religions, and goes against 
respect for the innocent, not- 
ably religious men." 

Iran also condemned the 
killings, with Radio Tehran 
saying on Saturday that “the 
murder of seven French cler- 
ics in Algeria is an mhnmap 
act and is contrary to Islamic 
values." 

The Palestinian Hamas * 
movement also condemned 
the killings. 


The Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights (AOHR) also 
condemned the “unjustified" 
murder. 

“The OAHR is deeply sad- 
d ened by and condemns t he 
murder of the seven French 
pjonks,” it said in a statement 
issued in Cairo. 

‘The excuses offered by 
the GIA in no way justify this 
attack on the lives of inno- 
cents_ and do not correspond 
with its Islamic slogans which 
rejects such abominable 
crimes,” it said. 
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Israeli envoy tours disputed area 


(Continued from pa p i) 
Turkish magazine ^suggest 
civiHan authorities in Turkey 
bad fittle say in its drafting. 

In the latest sign of grow- 
ing links between the two 
countries, Turkey sent its 
navy chief to Israel tins week 


for talk* with his Israeli coun- 
terpart. 

A naval component of the 
deal raises further the pros- 
pects that Syria, still in a state 
of war with Israel, could one 
day find itself pressured by 
the air and sea. 


Turkish Islamists step up pressure 

(Continued from page 1) 


s The government has been 
.paralysed since the ruling 10 
days ago, with Mr. Yilmaz, 
backed by President Suley- 
man Demirel, refusing to 
■seek a new mandate. 

.By ignoring demands for 
his resignation, Mr. Yilmaz 
only slowed down the chain 
.of, events that appear beaded 
for another ronna of pobficaJ 
bargaining to try to piece 
together another govern- 
ment. 

- “Turkey never saw such 
dirty political games,'* said 
Imren Aykut, state minister 
and deputy chairwoman of 
Mr. Yflmaz’ Motherhald Par- 
ty. 

It was not clear if Mr. 
Yilmaz would submit his res- 
ignation Monday after he re- 
turns to Ankara from south- 
eastern Turkey. 


Mrs. Ciller’s True Path 
Party appeared supportive of 
Welfare’s initiative. 

The process of the no- 
confidence vote would take 
one to three weeks. Welfare 
and True Path votes would be 
sufficient to topple Mr. Yil- 
maz. 

• Turkish newspapers re- 
ported the resignation of 
Ayvaz Gokdemir, the second 
low-grade minister from Mrs. 
Quel's wing to step down to 
pressure Mr. Yihnaz into res- 
igning. 

Hie coalition remained on 
its feet for the moment but 
urgent problems including 
thorny relations with neigh- 
bour Greece, rampant infla- 
tion and a 12-year-old Kur- 
dish separatist campaign have 
gone largely unheeded. 
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? Ex-emir's bank accounts frozen 

(Continued from page 1) 


signed an accord creating a 
joint council of businessmen. 

Mr. Musa told a press con- 
ference after the session that 
the two countries would also 
draw up “within the next 
three months an agreement 
on protecting investments 
and banning double taxa- 
tion." 

Cairo “looks forward the 
future of relations between 
Egypt and Qatar and hopes 
these accords will translate in 
practical terms into a support 
for bur excellent ties," Mr. 
Musa said. 

“We will work to put 
agreements into action and 
liven economic relations so 
.that in a year we can ask 
ourselves what has been im- 
pic men ted and what our 
businessmen have done," 
Sheikh Hamed said. 

The Qatari minister said he 
and Mr. Musa had also dis- 
cussed “revitalisation of the 


declaration of Damascus,” 
adding “we hope the declara- 
tion will be put into action.” 

Egypt, Syria and the six 
Gulf states, including Qatar, 
agreed on the Damascus dec- 
laration after the 1990-91 
Gulf war, but the coopera- 
tion accord's military provi- 
sions have never been put 
into effect. 

Mr. Musa said earlier, 
quoted in the government 
daily A1 Ahram, that the 
meeting with the Qatari offi- 
cial was part of a series of 
bilateral meetings Egypt was 
holding with Arab to “reacti- 
vate relations." 

The Egyptian prime minis- 
ter has met in the past 
months with his Jordanian 
and Tunisian counterparts, 
and “in the coming weeks in 
June" similar “commissions” 
will be held with Yemen, 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and 
Libya, Mr. Musa said. 


Peres, Netanyahu meet on TV 

(Continued from page 1) 


wing Jew. 

“We will deal with Jeru- 
salem, personal security and. 
the Golan Heights,’ Mr. 
Arad told army radio. “It wiU 
be an opportunity to receive 
answers to these questions 
•from both candidates." 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Netany- 
ahu have made security the 
mam issue in the wake of 
suicide bombings that killed 
59 people in Israel in Febru- 
ary and March. 

Israel is deploying a 
20,000-strong security force 
ahead of Wednesday’s elec- 
&jjj tion and has tightened a 
"■ three-mouth-old closure on 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. In addition to a ban on 
Palestinians working in 
Israel, the army also has bar- 
red them from their jobs in 
Jewish settlements in occu- 
pied territory. 

Pollsters have said another 


guerrilla attack in the final 
days of the campaign could 
cost Mr. Peres the election. 

Mr. Sheves played down 
any expectations that the de- 
bate, in which each candidate 
will answer a moderator’s 10 
questions and then pose one 
of his own to his rival, would 
sway many voters. - 

“It won’t have a great im- 
pact," he told army radio. “I 
think the overwhelming 
majority of the public, in- 
cluding the so-called floating 
voters, have already made up 
their minds.” 

Mr. Peres has a small lead 
over Mr. Netanyahu, known 
in Israel as a master of the 
television sound-bite, in 
opinion polls. 

A Dahaf survey in the 
Yedkrth Ahronoth newspap- 
er on Thursday put support 
for Mr. Peres at 50 3 per cent 
compared with 45.8 per cent 
for Mr. Netanyahu. 


Independence Day — the 
time to recall the past, 
hope for a prosperous future 


By Fawaz Khreisha 

EACH YEAR every conn- 
try in the world observes its 
own national day and Jor- 
dan’s independence 
anniversary is for ns foe 
most important occasion 
because with it we recall 
the past, review foe present 
and look with hope and 
aspirations towards a pros- 
perous future. 

Tbe anniversary rekindles 
our feelings towards the 
late King Abdullah who 
founded the Kingdom and 
achieved its independence 
from Britain in 1946. 

On tins great day, we also 
remember the Hashemite 
leader. King Hussein, who 
has carried die Hashemite 
standards and those of the 
Great Arab Revolt and pur- 
sued tbe drive to achieve its 
objectives of liberation 
from colonialism and tyran- 
ny- 

On this day, we remember 
tbe symbol of the nation: 
King Hussein and his near- 
miracle achievements that 
transformed Jordan into a 
great country in tbe eyes of 
the world. 

Tbe king has created 
modem Jordan from pover- 
ty and meagre resources 
and built the Kingdom from 
the sweat, the tears and the 
blood of the people who 
have always manifested 
keenness on attaining unity, 
freedom and bener life. The 
King has taken this country 
from a state of backward- 
ness, of dirt roads and near 
illiteracy to the age of cul- 
ture, progress and modem 
technology and a world of 
industry, democracy, secu- 
rity, stability and a just and 
honourable peace. 

On the Kingdom’s golden 
jubilee we recall foe great- 
est achievements of our 
leader who serves as a sym- 
bol of heroism and bravery 
in which we take pride. He 
has ended tbe Anglo-Jor- 
danian treaty and Arabised 
-the Jordanian Armed 
Forces, turning it into a 
shield that protects Jordan 
and its dignity. 

This year, we all remem- 
ber the great achievements 
of the king who has 
restored to the country its 
lost lands and water 
resources in the course of 
budding a just and compre- 
hensive peace in our 
region. 



Let me relate a glimpse of 
my father’s memories, 
those of the Into Sheikh 
Barakat Trad A1 Khreisha 
who served as the first 
bedouin soldier in the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces and 
me who lived through tbe 
era that followed tbe arrival 
of tiie late Prince Abdullah 
Ben A1 Hussein at Ma’an 
and later Amman, in 192L 
His father. Trad Khreisha, 
was then one of the local 
leaders who went out to 
welcome the Hashemite 
prince and maintained with 
him a strong friendship 
since that moment and until 
his 

It was due to this intimate 
friendship that Prince 
Abdul ah used to pitch his 
tent in the spring of each 
year among the tents of the 
Khreisha tribes in 
Muwaqqar. This close 
friendship prompted Prince 
Abdullah to despatch 
Trad’s son, Barakat, on a 
scholarship to study at the 
Salt Secondary . School 
along with 10 other Jordan- . 
ian tribal youths. These 
included Habes Majali, 
who later on became chief 
of staff of tbe Armed 
Forces. 

After graduation, Barakat 
became the first Jordanian 
bedouin with some educa- 
tion. 

hi foe 1920s, British 
troops were still stationed 
in Jordan and Iraq; and 
according to the memoirs 
of the late Sheikh Trad, Jor- 
dan had formed bonier 
police units to help ensure 


stability and security in the 
Jordanian Badia regions, 
scene of tribal conflicts. At 
the time, most of the east- 
ern parts of the Emirate of 
Jordan extending from 
Ramtha in the north to 
Ma’an in the south were 
under the control of tbe 
bedouin tribes and the emi- 
rate had no control over 
these areas despite the pres- 
ence of foe British troops in 
the Zarqa camps. 

hi view of foe confusion 
and the deterioration of 
security and stability in the 
Jordanian Badia, Prince 
Abdullah requested help 
from the British and the 
British officers suggested 
that the task be encrusted to 
John Glubb, a British offi- 
cer who had lived among 
the bedouin tribes, spoke 
fluent bedouin Arabic and 
was respected by tbe Jor- 
danian bedouins. 

After meeting with Prince 
Abdullah, Glubb accepted 
tbe mission and soon paid a 
visit to the Bani Sakber 
Tribes of A1 Khreisha and 
met with Trad Khreisha 
whom he asked to be foe 
first soldier in a new force 
— the Badia units that were 
being formed. ' 

It was in November of 
1930 that Trad started the 
creation of the Badia force, 
very rapidly recruiting 
large numbers of Badia 
youths to join tbe units 
which later became a pow- 
erful military force to be 
reckoned with. 

Badia units lived in tents, 
donned garments similar to 
the bedouin dress and used 
the camels as their main 
means of transport. They 
soon created Badia police 
stations like those at Bayer, 
Mudawwara, Rum, A! 
Azraq and A1 Muwaqqar 

Glubb used to send rice, 
sugar, tea and coffee ship- 
ments to foe Badia forces to 
distribute them to the tribes 
and so win their backing for 
their operations against 
smugglers and outlaws. 
This has enabled the Badia 
units to secure control and 
stability over the Jordanian 
Badia regions. 

It was not long afterwards 
that tbe British asked 
Prince Abdullah to release 
five Badia police officers to 
help them create a similar 
force in Hadraznout 
(Yemen) under the com- 
mand of Barakat Khreisha. , 



Bedouin sol- 
diers in the 
Jordanian 
Armed Forces 
(photos cour- 
tesy of Fawaz 
Khreisha) 
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And so they did, framing cane to be known as the 
the nucleus of what later Southern Yemeni Army 


which, at the time, was stiD 
under British command. 
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^ LEAQN WllAT AUSTRALIAN 7 
v UNIVERSITIES HAVE TO OFFER 7 


Australian education is recognized as amongst the 
best in the world. 

Australian universt tics offer attractive, peaceful and 
stimulation .environment for the international students. 
Courses offered cover wide and comprehensive range of 
; subjects at foundation, diploma, 
undergraduate, postgraduate and doctorate levels. 
Representatives of ten l^dihg: Australian universities will 
visit Jordan on 28ffi&29th of May to answer ypnr questions . 

- ' Come and meet us I V- 

At AI Waha Ballroom, 

. * Between -fcOO p.m i5'9^)0^xm^r: v 


'Aw ppc-i i i\/ bv 


.Australian Trade Co 
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^fcnfetails call Fa ten Shishan 
Aus trade 

Tel. : 698971 - 703620 - 703621 
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rldsh Products 
Exhibition 


in Amman 
May 26 - 30 1996 

Philadelphia Hotel - Amman 

“Products on display” 


Construction 

material 

Electronics 

Ovens 

Aluminium products 

Balances 

Autobuses 
Midi & Mini -buses 

Floor and Wall 
Ceramics 

T.V. Sets 

Spare parts 

Wash Basin and 
similar 

Air-conditions 

Shampoo, Cosmetics, 
Anti -perspiranl 

Pipes 

Refrigerators 

Textiles 

Cables. 

Disk washers 

Roles 

Vacuum cleaners 

Bakery equipment 

Olive oil, dried food 




Visiting Hours 
from 10:00am - 1:00pm 
4:00pm - 9:00pm 

Seminar : The Present And The Future Of The Turkish - Jordanian 
Economic * Trade ReUtfoos * On May 28tffel99&,At5-00 pm AI Philadelphia 









8 term 


s Economy 

Jordanians , Israelis 
and Palestinians to 
meet on trade today 


AMMAN (R) — Jordanian, 
Israeli and Palestinian 
•delegates will meet at a 
Jordan Dead Sea hotel Sunday 
to remove obstacles 
hindering trade and transport 
links. Jordanian officials said 
Saturday. 

Amman says Israeli 
li mirations, security 
restrictions and complicated 
routine procedures are 
hampering Jordan's trade with 
both the Jewish state and the 
potentially- lucrative market 
in Palestinian self-rule areas. 

- "Bilateral agreements are 
there, what we need is to clear 
<cchnical obstacles to 
•facilitate the travel of goods 
.as a II; of the three parties are 
'involved in many of these 
'technical details, "said one 
Official. 

Trade with Israel under a 
>994 peace treaty has been 
"minimal" since a bilateral 


agreement took effect in 
March, the officials said. 
Trucks carrying goods 
between Israel and Jordan are 
expected to start crossing 
borders next month, a much- 
needed step to boost trade 
exchanges. 

Israd has also limited the 
number of Jordanian trucks 
.allowed to transport goods 
across a rickety wooden 
Jordan River bridge linking 
the Kingdom and parts of the 
West Bank run by .the 
Palestinian National. 
Authority (PNA)„ mainly to* 
control security. 

An Israeli-PNA phased- 
out free trade agreement also 
puts limits on foreign goods 
allowed into the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

' Out of 170 PNA-issued 
import licences in the last 
few months. 70 went to 
Jordanians, many of them of 


Palestinian origin who -are 
desperate to do business with 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip because of historic and 
family links. 

Jordan ruled the West 
Bank from 1950 until it lost 
it to Israel in 1967. But it 
still issues birth, death and 
marriage certificates and the 
dinar a main currency in 
-circulation. 

Amman is seeking to 
diversify markets to cushion 
the impact of any possible 
change in business with Iraq, 
its traditional partner, after it 
turned against President 
Saddam Hussein and began 
calling for change in Baghdad 
last year. 

Its trade with most Gulf 
countries has picked up over 
the last three years after ties 
improved from strains caused 
by Iraq's 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 


Camdessus reappointed 
head of IMF for third term 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Michel Camdessus was reap- 
pointed Thursday for a third 
five-year term as managing 
director and chairman of the 
executive board at the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

Mr. Camdessus, 63, of 
France, was officially reap- 
pointed at an IMF board meet- 
ing with representatives of 
jtil member countries. First 
appointed in January 1987 as 
ihe seventh IMF chief, his 
Second term was to expire in 
January 1997. 

" Elected unanimously, Mr. 
Camdessus becomes the first 
director to be given three 
terms at the IMF, which lends 
money to member govern- 
ments as part of its goal to 
promote monetary? -coopera- 
tion and currency stabilisa- 
tion. ■ oi". 

There were no other candi- 
dates for the post, although 
press reports said others un- 
der consideration were 
Belgian Finance Minister 
Philippe Maystadt and former 
Dutch Finance Minister Ono 
Ruding. currently a Citicorp 
vice president. 

Mr. Camdessus served as 
governor of the Bank of 


France from 1984 to 1987, 
director of Che French treasury 
from 1982 to 1984 and 
chairman of the Paris Club of 
bilateral creditors from 1978 
to 1984. 

In 1987 he succeeded an- 
other Frenchman, Jacques de 
Larosiere, as head of the in- 
ternational organisation. 
Traditionally, a European 
heads the IMF while an 
American leads its sister or- 
ganisation. the World Bank. 

"By temper ame nt, he is an 
activist." noted former 
Federal Reserve chairman. 
Paul Volcker. "Without his 
active leadership the fund 
might have receded into 
desuetude." 

Under his direction, the 
fond has faced two principal 
challenges — financial sup- 
port for Mexico and Russia. 

Mr. Camdessus remains 
particularly proud of the as- 
sistance accorded Mexico fol- 
lowing its peso crisis of 
1994. 

"We may have saved 
Mexico." he has said. "But we 
also saved Latin America." 

From that period, be can 
.recall the "late nights and 
early mornings" of December 


1994. With the peso collaps- 
ing and investors abandoning 
the Mexican market. Mr. 
Camdessus had to use all his 
powers of persuasion to get a 
loan for the country ap- 
proved. 

In the end, the IMF agreed 
to provide Mexico with 
$17.8 billion to avert a cri- 
sis in emerging markets that 
could have had repercussions 
riot only in Latin America but 
also in Asia, according to the 
director. 

In the aftermath of the 
drama, during a period of self- 
criticism, fond officials asked 
themselves how they could 
not have foreseen the col- 
lapse of the peso. 

Mr. Camdessus, while in 
principle , an advocate of 
greater transparency in the 
operation . of ‘the IMF, 
nonetheless decided not to re- 
lease the results of the in- 
quiry. 

The director also mo- 
bilised the IMF to come to 
the aid of former Soviet bloc 
countries that were moving 
toward market economies. In 
March the fund accorded a 
second $10 billion loan to 
Russia. 


THE Daily Crossword by Alvin L. Becker 


ACROSS 
I Rumple 
5 Long tales 
10 Advantage 

14 Vicinity 

1 5 'Saratoga — " 

16 Medical photo 

17 Yemen aty 

18 Argonne Fores! 
river 

19 London gattery 

20 TV senes 

23 Spun 

24 Slippery lish 

25 Drastic food 
shortage 

23 — de combat 
30 Snake 

33 Author Ambler 

34 Gill recipient 

35 Sticky stuff 

36 TV senes 

40 Small child 

41 Poor 

42 Cool 

43 Bend in a ship's 
limber 

44 Bum with a ray 

45 Some cars • 

47 Durable wood 

48 — lily 

49 TV series 

56 Chimney need 

57 Wear gradually 

58 Pout 

59 Scandinavian 
god 

60 Plexus or 
energy 

61 — years 
(elderly) 

62 Cartel letters 

63 British machine 
carbines 

64 Famous toch 

DOWN 

1 Polite address 

2 Pakistan 
language 

3 Vaticinator 

4 Hero 

5 Go without food 

6 Get up 

7 Sudden flow 

8 A Bancroft 

9 Pierced 
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10 Laud 

11 Egad kin 

12 Portal 

13 Ogle 

21 Longtime 

22 Adjust 

25 Great deeds 

26 Malicious crime 

27 The Secret Life 
of Walter—" 

28 Throng 

29 Mere 

30 Concur 

31 Echofocatibn 

32 Military bases 
34 Buck mates 

37 Chou- 

38 Vulnerable Spot 

39 Rare 

45 Directs to a 
source for help 

46 Eastern VIP 

47 From ofl 

48 Car type 

49 Leaning 

50 “Coof Hand—* 1 

51 Gait 
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52 Predicament 

53 "Last Days of 
PompeiT 
heroine 


54 San — Obispo 

55 Itches 

56 ZiegfeJd of the 
theater 


Conference on Jordan 
economy opens today 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Following up on 
last October's Middle East 
and North Africa economic 
summit, a four-day roundtable 
opening Sunday in Amman 
will analyse the Jordanian 
economy within its regional 
framework and will help 
formulate a future outlook for. 
the Kingdom's economic 
.-development in all sectors. 

• Over 50 economists from 
Jordan, Egypt. Syria, 
Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq, 
Yemen and United Arab 
Emirates, as well as experts 
from Germany and the U.S., 
will take part in the 
'conference, which is 
organised by the AI Urdun Al 
Jadid Research Centre in 
collaboration with the 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation 
and the Philadelphia 
University. 

While Sunday’s working 
sessions will provide a 
general outlook at the 
Jordanian and Arab 
economies. with the 
presentation of a paper by 
economic advisor and former 
minister Tayseer Abdul Jaber, 
Monday’s schedule will focus 
on the possible impacts of 
regional developments on 
the main sectors of the 
Jordanian economy, such as 
water and agriculture, 
industry and transportation, 
banks and trade as well as- 


tourism. 

The conference will also 
point to the needs for change 
in the Kingdom's economic 
structure, with particular 
focus on the definition of the 
government's role in the 
liberalisation process and the 
identification of different 
measures to boost economic 
relations with Palestine and 
Israel. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti is scheduled 
to address this morning's 
opening session, at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

Working papers on the 
main sectors of the Jordanian 
economy will be presented 
by Jordanian and foreign 
'scholars and researchers 
Monday. 

Tuesday, the third day of 
the conference. Senator and- 
former minister of 
information Jawad Anani will 
present a paper on "the 
requirements for structural 
changes in the Jordanian 
economy," while Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation director 
Ibrahim Badran will 
contribute to the fourth day's 
debate, focusing on the future 
economic relations between 
Jordan, Palestine and Israel. 

The conference will close 
with a roundtable in which all 
participants will be able to 
propose their suggestions 
and remarks, to be studied in 
further workshops. 


Partly Furnished Semi Villa 
For Rent 

A newly constructed semi furnished villa located in 
Jabal Amman / extension to Rainbow Street / 
across the street from Al-Ahlyah School for Girts 
and China Restaurant, with an area of 
approximately 350 sq.m. 

The villa consists of two floors, the first floor has a 
family room, reception, dining room, kitchen, two 
bedrooms, two bathrooms. The second floor 
consists of a master suite, walk-in closet, large 
bathroom, sitting room, big terrace overlooking 
Amman. A garage is available and a telephone. 
Interested parties please contact the 
owner at fax number 685605, stating 
your name, and telephone number in 
order for us to contact you back. " 



M l iike colored contact lenses, 
but the plaid ones make you 
look like a nerd.” 


Peanuts 
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Japan stays world's 
largest creditor 
for fifth year 


TOKYO (R) — Japan kept its 
as the country with the 
largest amount of overseas 
assets for a fifth straight year 
in 1995, the finance ministry 
has said . 

Net overseas holdings — 
the balance of assets and 
debts the government and 
private companies hold 
abroad — reached a record 
•76.99 trillion yen ($719 
billion at present exchange 
rates) at the end of 1995, the 
ministry said. 

Assets grew in 1995 partly 
because investors in Japan, 
where interest rates are at 
record lows, put money into 
foreign stocks and bonds in a 
search for higher returns on 
investments. 


Another reason was a 
steady migration of Japanese 
firms moving manufacturing 
bases overseas to take 
advantage of lower costs. 

In 1994. net holdings 
stood at 66.81 trillion yen 
($624 billion), which was 
also a record. 

The year-on-year increase 
of 15.2 per cent in 1995 was 
the largest since 1992. when 
net foreign assets rose by 35 
per cent to 64.15 trillion yen 
($599 billion). 

The government's foreign 
reserves soared in 1995 as the 
central bank, the Bank of 
Japan, repeatedly bought, 
dollars for yen in currency 
markets to halt any dramatic 
rise in the yen. 


SPECIAL GRAND OPENING 

SYDNEY Rent - A - Car. From $ 20 US a day, jdrive your 
self or with a driver, brand new 1996 Honda Civic, 
Suzuki VTtara 4x4 & Daewoo, Hyundai. Automatic & air- 
conditioned, full options & more. Deliver and collect 
from ports. 

Please just ring 858655 we are ready to 
delivery. Also we buy and sell cars with or 
without duty, telefax 858655 AH 838504 


Cl 80 Elegance for sale Duty Free, 1993 
model in excellent condition. Silver metallic. 
Power Steeling, ABS, Airbag, Air Conditioning, 
Stereo Cassette/Radio, Electrical windows, 
mirrors & antenna. Leather steering wheel 
and gear knob. Only 33,000 km. Serviced 
only by Mercedes 

Interested? Please call 815291 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hanrl Arnold and MBw Aiqlifan 


Thai makaa n 5 MJtan, 200 
bRton, and 2 dollars . 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one lettsr to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RtECEL 


eUB^taWdhSncM.kc 

ww yin — 


MESOU 


YEMBOR 


WINUSE 



WHEN HE FIN- 
ISHED COUNTING, 
HE ENPEP 
UP WITH 

Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : , 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FEIGN OCTET MODISH POROUS 
Answer Often the result of blowing your own hom — 
SOUR NOTES 



NOW LOOK tUMAT 
YOU DID! YOU 60T 
ME KICKED OUT OF 
THE SWEETHEART BALI' 




f l WAS HAVIN6 THE 
BEST TIME OF MY 
LIFE! I OJAS 
t HAVING FUN! 


rMOW CAN YOU i 
HAVE FUN IN A 
PLACE UWERE 
D065 AREN'T i 
s. ALLOWED? A 


Andy Capp 


'SUPPOSE 
, FU3TTXD 


o in hoc 

bst. ersnacKnon pnormnomL nqris 

MKKA&MWOEMt 



yES,l HEARD; 
*t CHAUOE 




Mutfn’Jeff 


WHO'S AFRAID? 
I'M NOT 
AFRAID 

OFVgURlU^ 


r WEU-.THENGET 
IN THE BOX, MUTT.* 
I WANT TO, SHOW 
YOU HOW ITS DONE. 


THIS IS A TRICK I USED Y ^ 

TO DO ON STAGE WITH My/ WHAT 
GIRL/ I WOULD LQCKHBtf HAPPENS 
IN THE BOX AND THe* I TO THE 
^ SAW THE BOX W HALF/ 1 GIRL? 


9 OH, WE SEPARATED* 

SHES UVNG IN NEWVBRKj 
1 AND SAN FRANCISCO/ f* 
TTTT J€ > 


Germany was the second- 
largest creditor nation with 
17-35 trillion yen ($162 
billion) worth of net foreign 
assets at the end of June, fol- 
lowed by Britain, which had. 
net overseas holdings of 176 
trillion yen ($25.7 billion) at 
the end of 1994. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
MAY 26, 1996 

By Thomas S Pierson, Astrolo- 
ger, Carrol/ Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) New conditions are intri- 
guing, however this is not the 
right day today to act upon 
them as yet or you could 
regret any decisions you 
might make especially busi- * 
ness related. One from a 
distance could give you good 
ideas. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Use only tried and proven 
systems in dealing with others 
today and you will get good 
results from your emits. 
Stick to proven pleasures 
with your mate and you will 
have fun in each others com- 
pany, especially this evening. 

.GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) A blunt fellow associate 
will expect yew to keep some 
promise which you have 
made today, so do so before 
you go off a pleasure jaunt 
with your loved ones or close 
friends. Tonight you should 
he careful while on the high- 
way. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Be thoughtful . 
of those who have done you =• 
favors prior to today and 
don't waste your time and 
money on newcomers who 
could only be out to destroy 
your reputation. Tonight is 
good for resting up for the 
next few days. 

IJSO: (July 2 2 to Augu st 21) 
Get" into pleasures which 
have been enjoyable prior to 
today with close friends. 
Don’t feel yon have to do 
anything unusual to gain 
affection from your mate or 
loved ones since yon already 
the center of their afternoon. 

VIRGO: (August. 22 to 
September 22) Continue with 
your policy at home today 
and don’t spoil the harmony 
which has existed for some 
time there. Follow your pur- 
suits with all enthusiasm and 
you will be able to achieve 
the success which you have 
desired. 9* 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Keep rooted to 
oldtime principles today 
which have worked to you for 
previously and don’t chuck 
them away for new ones 
which could prove damaging 
to your career objectives or 
to your reputation. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21)Think about how 
yon can make better use of 
your home today so that you 
can have a greater abundance 
in the days ahead. Later 
tonight you can be successful 
in your career activities by 
following the advice of some 
expert. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Get into 
the amusements and plea- 
sures with your mate today 
- which have been found satis- * 
foctoiy in the days before. & 
This evening you can provide 
your loved ones with the 
material items which they 
have found to be necessary. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Look to that 
loyal mend who has been of 
asastance to yon prior to 
today during some emergen- 
cy and you can rely on this 
mdmdnal at this time. This 
evening you should meet with 
anexpert on advice for any 
anacuities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 

life working more as you 
want it to be at this time, and 
fouow your personal desires 
with a vengeance. You can 
proceed with some new pro- 
kter tonight with the 
help of some knowledgeable 
person. 

JJSGES: (February -20 to 
March 20 ) Dq something to- 
day which can be helpful in * 
tire community in which you ^ 
inside, and by doing so you 
will be able to increase your 
reparation. Later tonight you 
«an be of assistance to those 
who are having some difficul- 
ties. 


ig&ten. Emerald 
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By Mervat Sow ad eh 

; Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A group of 
Egyptian industrialists and 
businessmen has concluded a 
six-day visit to Iraq after 
laying the foundation for 
resuming normal trade 
relations between the two 
Arab countries for the first 
time since the 1990 Gulf 
War. the head of the 
delegations said Saturday. 

Mr. Mamduh Makky. 
Vice-President of the 
Egyptian Federation of 
■Industries, said more than 
ten agreements to export 
Egyptian food and medical 
supplies to Iraq in addition 
to a protocol on industrial 
cooperation were signed 
during the visit. 

"We will send an urgent 
shipment of medicine as a 
present to the Iraqi people," 
Mr. 'Makky said. "Then we 
will stan to provide medical 


Egyptian businessmen secure 
'direct' deals with Iraq 


and food supplies in line with 
the agreement signed last 
week,” he told the Jordan s 
Times. He declined to provide 1 
further details on the 
agreements but Iraqi sources 
in Cairo told AFP that the 
accords “were worth some 
$40 million.” 

Mr. Makky stressed that 
his country was trying to 
enhance its economic 
relations with all Arab 
■countries and that it was 
hoping to conclude trade 
agreements with Iraq similar 
to the ones signed with. 
Jordan earlier this month. 

"We do believe that the 
; only way for Arab countries 
to protect themselves against 
emerging economic blocs is 
to strengthen economic ties' 
between them,” Mr. Makky- 
noted adding that "Egypt is 
working on achieving this 
'goal -by focusing on 
economic cooperation with 


Arab countries.” 

Mr. Makky, also a 
parliament member, said 

despite Egypt’s full 
compliance with United 
Nations sanctions, the 
. Egyptians "realise that the 
Iraqi people are not 
responsible for the sanctions 
and everything should be 
done to help them. 

The visit by the Egyptian 
team to Iraq is the first of its 
kind since 1990 when 
relations between the two 
countries soured after Egypt 
joint the \J..S.-led alliance 
that ousted Iraq from Kuwait. 

Iraq, which is striving- 
under stringent economic 
sanctions imposed by the 
United Nations since its 
invasion of Kuwait, mainly 
depends on Jordanian traders 
and industries for supplies of 
material exempt from' 
sanctions. 


It was not immediately 
clear whether the entrance of 1 
the Egyptian industries to the 
Iraqi market will have a ' 
negative impact on local, 
industrialists and traders, 
already complaining of the' 
government’s decision to cut 
down by half Jordan's 
exports to Iraq. 

On Tuesday, many 
■Jordanian industrialists, 
warmly welcomed the 

signing of the long-awaited 
oil-for-food deal between Iraq 
and the United Nations. 

"Egyptian products used 
to enter the Iraqi market 
through Jordanian 
merchants. Now that the 
relations between us are 
going back to its natural 
course, Egyptian 
industrialists and 
businessmen will be able to 
deal with Iraqi buyers 
directly,” Mr. Makky 
maintained. 


Trading remains 
largely steady, 
prices dip at AFM 


1 to May 

J Proven 
•'h othen 
good 
efforts, 
Icasurej 
you win 
; ts com- 
- v ening. 
to jum 
uociate 
‘P some 
1 have 
' before 
« jaunt 
ot dose 
should 
ic high- 


VNEW YORK (R) — Cigarette 
makers won a major vicLory 
with the dismissal of a huge 
‘class action by the nation's 
smokers but they still face 
possible criminal indict- 
ments and increased regula- 
tion, as well as other litiga- 
. tion., 

Thursday's ruling by a 

■ New Orleans federal appeals 
.court to decertify what would 
' have been the nation's largest 

■ class-action lawsuit was es- 
sentially procedural and did 
not address the most trouble- 
some issues facing the indus- 
try today. 

Lawyers involved in other' 
challenges to the industry 
minimised the ruling in the 
so-called Castano case, say- 
• ing it will have no impact on 1 
. their efforts to hold tobacco 


U.S. tobacco industry still 
facing fights on all fronts 


companies liable for nicotine 
addiction and to regulate 
:■ cigarette sales. 

"Although the (Castano) 
plaintiffs 1 lawyers will see it 
as a devastating setback to 
them, in terms of the national 
public interest in holding to- 
bacco companies accountable 
and subjecting them to rea- 
sonable regulation ... 1 don't 
see this as a serious setback . 
at all," said Harvard 
University law professor 
Laurence Tribe, who is assist- 
ing in anti-smoking cases. 

The issue before the court 
was not one of liability but 
whether the Castano case 
- could be tried as a class ac- 
tion. in which a small number 
of plaintiffs can represent a 
• much larger group of individ- 
uals with similar claims and 


circumstances. " 

The purpose of a class 
action is to eliminate the 
need for numerous individual 
trials to determine liability. 
However, the cnuit/ound that 
there would be too many legal 


— Has the industry inten- 
tionally marketed its products 
to minors? 

For example, the Justice 
Department is currently con- 
ducting criminal grand jury 
probes into whether tobacco 


UIMW WUUIU UV IW lUtUJ V IVUU p . _ . , _ 

and factual differences among. « ecun ^ s '}«* , t0 Congress 
the 50 million potential about the addia.ve nature of 

plaintiffs in the Castano case " ,conoe and wh = lher the . I"' 
io ny it as a. single class dcstry comrmtted screunt.es 
actio ^ fraud by withholding this m- 

■ . ' . formation and other health 

While the ruling barred a hazards, 
national federal class action Tobacco companies deny 
case, it did not address the these allegations, 
following questions facing The issue of nicotine 
the tobacco industry in, van- addiction is also at the heart 
ous forms across the country; of a growing number of 
— Is nicotine addictive? individual lawsuits as well as 
— Did tobacco executives the cases brought by eight 
conceal health information? states seeking repayment 
— Can the industry be f rom the tobacco industry for 
held liable for individuals* the medicaid costs of 
smoking . habits? ,. . , . smokers. . ... 


J3U . 

■ 9 Vl.:i * 

y;sbot . 


Toy dtar : MatsnsMta team 
up on electric car batteries 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
leading auto maker, Toyota 
Motor Corp. and leading 
electronics maker Matsushita 
Electric Industrial Co. Ltd. 
have said they would team up 
to develop rechargeable 
batteries for electric cars. 

The joint venture would 
combine Matsushita's 
research and development and 
.production technologies for 
-batteries with Toyota's 
technologies for car battery . 
applications in developing, _ 
making and selling nickel 
- metal hydride batteries. 

The companies aimed to 
actively expand the electric 


vehicle market, they said in a 
statement. 

Provisionally named 
Panasonic E.V. Energy Co. 
Ltd., the joint venture had a 
planned start up date of 
September and would be 
located at a factory owned by 
Matsushita subsidiary 
Matsushita Battery Industrial 
Co. Ltd. 

Start-up capital would be 
an initial two billion yen 
($19, million). with 
Matsushita holding 60 per 
cent and Toyota the 
remainder. 

Toyota has been active in 


developing eJecmc vehicles 
and already makes use of 
Matsushita's rechargeable 
batteries. 

Toyota Managing 
Director Masanao Shiomi 
told a news conference the 
new battery would be 
standardised in size in Japan 
and the United States in order 
to facilitate marketing 
worldwide. 

He said the battery would 
be marketed to other major 
auto makers, such as General 
Motors Corp. and Ford Motor 
Co. of the United States. 


The venture had no plans 
to produce other types of 
rechargeable battery, such as 
Sony Corporation’s lithium 
ion battery. 

"At the .moment, our 
nickel bydride-type is the 
most advanced one," 
Matsushita Battery Industries 
President Shioro Donishi 
said. 

He is to be president of 
the new venture. 

The venture is forecast to 
be profit-making by 2000, 
with annual sales seen at 
10,000 units in Japan, the 
United' States and Europe in 
that year. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Trading re- 
mained largely steady last 
week at the stock market, 
'with share prices slipping a 
little as investors awaited 
government moves to bring 
down interest rates, brokers 
said Friday. 

They noted that the gov- 
ernment had promised to 
launch moves beginning 
early June to bring down 
yield on bank deposits in 
'Jordanian dinars after offi- 
cials said that the objective 
of high interest rates had 
been achieved in terms of. 
boosting foreign exchange 
rates and stabilising the ex- 
change rate of the local cur- 
rency. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 1 
(AFM) said total trading for 
the week was 4.3 million 
dinars against 4.6 million 
dinars for the previous 
week. 

The official AFM index 
based on 60 major compa- 
nies closed at 147.19 
points, down 0.S5 points or 
0.37 per cent from the 
week's opening of 147.74 
points. 

Sectoral indices showed 
that services sector shares 
‘dipped by 0.54 per cent,* 
■commercial banks and fi-‘ 
nancial institutions 0.47 
per-cent and industrials by 
, 0.27 per cent. Insurance 
stocks went up by 0.53 per 
cent. 

The AFM report said 3.6 
.million shares changed 
hands during the week under 
4,179 contracts. Daily aver- 
age ‘trading was 1.1 million, 
-dinars ($1.55 million) with 
four days of trading. 
(Saturday was an official. 

holiday) compared with 
900,000 million ($1.26 
million) in five days of trad- ; 
”.nfe' in thd' p reVTtius* weefc. 1 j 

” 'industrials accounted for] 
'2^3-miMorr dttfars'~r$377 } 
million)', or 60.9 per cent of 
the weekly volume, fol- 
. lowed by commercial banks 
and financial institutions 
with 1.19 million dinars 
($1.67 million) or 26.9 per 
.cent, services sector firms 
with 490,000 dinars. 
($690,000), or 11. 3 per 
cent, and insurance compa- 
nies with 39,000 dinars 
. ($54,990) or 0.9 per cent. 

Shares of 95 companies- 
were involved in the week's 
trading, with 41 of them 
closing with gains, 29 slip- 
ping and 25 remaining sta- 
ble. 

Pearl Consulting, which 
maintains its - own market 
indices, said shares of com- 
mercial banks and financial 
institutions had slipped by 


-0.36 per cent and service 
sector stocks by 0 . 19 per 
cent. Insurance firms gained 
2.64 per cent and industrials 
0.81 per cent, according to 
the Pearl indices. 

A further sectoral split-up 
jby Pearl showed that com- 
mercial banks slipped by 
0.22 per cent and spe- 
cialised banking institu- 
tions by 4.05 peT cent while 
investment banks gained 
0.16 per cent and islamic 
banks 1.74 per cent. 

In the services sector, 
energy firms remained un- 
changed, tourism and hotels 
slipped by 0.71 per cent, 
transport companies 
dropped by 0.54 per cent, 
investment and real esLate 
entities gained 0.32 per cent 
and press and publication 
companies remained un- 
changed. Commercial enti- 
• ties and education and other 
sectors slipped by 1.17 per 
cent. 

Among industrials, min- 
ing firms lost 1 .94 per cent, 
chemical and petroleum 
firms gained 0.13 per cent, 
supply and consumption 
0.22 per cent, construction 

1.04 per cent and pharma- 
ceuticals 6.65 per cent. 
Engineering firms dipped by 
,1.37 per cent, textiles 0.6 
per cent and packing 0.21 
per cent. 

Brokers said they ex- 
pected no major changes in 
the level of trading and 
prices for the next two or 
three weeks as investors 
looked for signs that the 
Central Bank of Jordan was 
moving towards bringing 
down interest rates. 

Interest rates have gone 
up to 9.5 per cent on three- 
and six-month term deposits 
in Jordanian dinars as a re- 
sult of a Central Bank pol- 
icy to maintain strong edge 
for the dinar against the 
American dollar -in its bid to 
check conversions of the 
t-dinar into the? greenback. ' “ 
v.:. The -high-., yield Kad'at- 
/Htractedda Itoge ^churrk'iof 
funds available on the stock 
market floor, creating a se- 
rious liquidity crisis, which 
in turn led to a dramatic drop 
in prices over the last four 
months. The official AFM 
price index, which the re- 
port said closed at 147.19 
points this week had peaked 
at 155 points by the end of 
last year. 

The index dipped to 140 
points last months as a re- 
sult of lack of liquidity in 
the market, and the govern- 
ment intervened to prop up 
prices with large-scale buy- 
ing by state-owned pension 
funds and investment agen- 
cies and promised that the 
Central Bank would also 
bring down interest rates 
beginning in June. . 



Gems of the world . AH birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops*;; 
6th circle, Amman 2 



PENTHOUSE 
- Furnished Or 
Unfurnished 
For Rent 

Location: In Tla J A! AIL 
3 bedrooms, satellite, 
telephone, excellent 
finishing. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
_ Fax: 810520 


H&ppqtt&tfS 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional QcaiftyJ in 
1 Hour Service j 

Develop your* colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO pbmtm 


• fdrmm mnimrwm- 

mmnt 20 x 30 em 

I . .1 ■ . 1 ■— -• " 


Bank- Phone: 60404 
Swefiefa tel: 823891 



crown horo. 


S 4NABEL 

REAL ESTATE 


FOR 

j“°REINT 

I Deluxe Villas 

T° 

Jmmm) Appanmcnis 
I in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel • 8^4230 

Fax. 864231 


BEAI. CLEANING j J 

ip™ 3 s ^ s 


DOLLAR 


KOtTACAH 


SoufiA & Salads | 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10 A.M - I A.M 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

Fgwn pthatna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POC 

•Tews COURT- 

• HEALTH CLUB 


Tat 7S8180 

Radio & tv station RD 




ffendiJL^Cmsine 


FOR IfflRCffESSKHU 

rent war 


A 1XXJER 
pea 

AFFTE&RE 

MANY 
VILLAS 
A FLATS 


‘J'eppanyaki 
Sashimi 
. Sushi 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tei. mm 

wW\ 

RENTACAR 

We i*y. 


Main office 

King Abdallah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 
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National Industries Company boosts 
net profit by 87 pc? cent 

☆☆DESPITE REGISTERING a gross profit of JD 
880,693 that is 5.7 per cent lower than the JD 930,867 
recorded in 1994, the National Industries Company (NIC) 
posted a JD 413,433 net profit that is 87 -per cent higher 
than the JD 221,150 generated in 1994. Board chairman 
Mohammad Saraih Barak at told -the general assembly that 
the difficulties encountered by the company in 1995 were 
mainly the continued economic recession on the local and 
regional levels, the emergence of new barriers to export to 
I the markets in the area, especially during the last four 
months of 1995, and the high international prices for raw 
materials. He said that the cost of raw minerals had 
, readied levels" not seen since many years ago.’* 

Mr. Barakat indicated that the difficulties did npt 
prevent the company from pushing sales higher by 17 per 
cent to JD 5.22 million (JD 4.47 million in 1994) as 
production reached a record of 6,373 tonnes of sanitary 
paper, an increase of 10.7 per cent over the 5,755 tonnes 
produced in 1994. Adnan A1 Huseini, company's general 
manager, expected sales to rise further this year as the NIC 
management was able to bind non-traditional markets in 
Europe to absorb its products. However, he pointed out 
. that the shipping costs to these markets were high $170 per 
tonne to Greece and Italy compared to $30 per tonnes to 
Syria). According to Mr. Huseini, other European markets 
include Cyprus and Britain in addition to Greece and Italy. 
“These new markets have a larger absorbing capacity than 
the markets we lost although we would have liked to retain 
and continue exporting to them," he said. 

The general manager revealed that new equipment 
worth about JD 2 million had arrived and are currently 
being instabled. He explained that NIC had ordered the 
equipment from Italy to introduce modern and compute- 
rised production lines tha;t would enable the company to 
raise production efficiency, lower costs and improve the 
quality of its products to boost its competitiveness in order 
to increase profitability. 

The company, which has a capital of JD 6 million and JD 
7.68 million in total assets (JD 5.49 million in 1994), will be 
distributing JD 360,000 in dividends at a rate of six per ce'n) 
after having obtained the necessary approval from tfye 
general assembly (AI Dustour + A] Aswaq). ‘ 1 

1995 was the worst year for Jordan •• 
printing and packaging 

0 

☆☆ LAST YEAR was the worst year for the Jordan 
Printing and Packaging Company (JPPC) since 1972 when 
i the firm was set-up- JPPC board chairman Kama) Asfoiir 
told the general assembly. He said the printing market in 
Jordan had witnessed a stiff competition and large invest- 
ments that were spent on establishing industrial printing 
companies in Jordan. Noting that the needs of the local 
market hve only slightly increased in the printing business; 
Mr. Asfonr said the situation in the market did not improve 
and that the heightened competition has affected the 
company. Further problems came from the rise in the 
prices of raw materials, paper carton as welt as the increase 
in sales tax. For aJI these reasons. Mr. Asfour said, the 
company decided not tp l complete studies for new invest- 
ments Wtilt^ghter ,^^ 10310 ^- 6 ^ ergO( -from the jnndDct. 
■' ' 1 AriibriEngTo' ( i^^ Mriuhl reportuAafces{feU by 2frper ceot 
from JD 1.09 million to JD 0.81 million and receivables 
shot np from JD 80,300 to JD 358,600. The company 
managed to reduce production costs by 32 per cent and 
netted JD 73,700 in operational profit. However, due to 
the sale of fixed assets valued at JD 205,000, JPPC reported 
a pre-tax profit of JD 208,800 which was allocated over 
various reserves and retained earnings as no were distri- 
buted. The company has JD 962,000 in current assets, JD 
688,000 in fixed assets and a JD 976,400 in shareholders 
equity (Al Ra’i + Al Aswaq). 
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Seattle Snpersonics 1 Hersey Hawkins looks for 
a way ont from under Utah Jazz’s Jeff Hor- 
nacek and Felton Spencer (50) daring their 
NBA playoff game, May 24. The Jazz re- 


mained perfect at home and afire in the 
post-season with a 96-76 victory over the 
SoperSonlcs in game three of their Western 
Conference finals (Renters photo) 


Utah Jazz win game 3 


SALT LAKE CITY (R) — 
Jeff Hornacek and Karl 
Malone scored 28 points 
apiece and Bryon Russell 
added a career-high 24 off the 
bench as the Utah Jazz pulled 
away to a 96-76 win over the 
Seattle Supersonics Friday. 

;Utah cut its deficit in the 
best-of-seven Western Con- 
ference finals to 2rl and re- 
mained perfect at -home in 
the post-season. Game 4 is 
Sunday at Utah, where the 
Jazz are 7-0 in the playoffs 
and have won their playoff 
games by an average margin 
df nearly 22 points. * 

"“I think a lot of people 
thought the series was over 
after we lost two down 
tfiere,’* said Hornacek. 
“We’ve still got some work to 
do on Sunday but we feel 
pretty confident playing 
here." 

“Byron Russell did a great 
job." said Malone, who had 
18 rebounds. 

•."We talk about our bench 
giving us a lift and I think he 
really came out and gave us 
that lift we needed. And 
that’s what we’re going to 
need in game 4 because these 
guys are going to come out 
ready to play us again. We 
need different heroes diffe- 
rent nights.” 

Utah closed the game with 
a 16-2 run, holding Seattle to 
just one basket over the final 
6;09. 

‘^Gary Payton scored 25 
points and Detlef Schrempf 
added 17 for Seattle, which 


lost for the first time in five 
road playoff games and had 
an eight-game winning streak 
snapped. All-star forward 
Shawn Kemp again was pla- 
gued by foul trouble and 
scored just 10 points. 

“We stayed on the peri- 
meter too much, we should- 
've penetrated a little more, 
tried to get it in and fouled," 
said Payton. “The game was 
wild, out of control and we 
didn't respond well. We just 
missed shots, they didn’t do 
anything different." 

Utah took control of the 
game with a 22-7 ran bridging 
die third and fourth quarters 
capped by three Malone free 
throws and a 16-footer to 
push the lead to 70-61. 


pie more, individually, and 
then we look for the help." 

Russell's 24 points bettered 
the amount scored by Utah’s 
entire bench in the first two 
games of the series (22). Rus- 
sell made 8-of-14 shots from 
the field and pulled down 10 
rebounds. 

"I just came out relaxed," 
Russell said. “T didn't come 
out like the first two games 
played in Seattle. Everything 
was happening for me." 

He added: "Everybody 
talks about Seattle’s defence, 
but we play pretty good de- 
fence ourselves. Everybody 
just budded down and did 
the job.” 

Kemp had just four shots 
and committed eight tnmov- 


NBA PLAYOFFS 


The Jazz led 72-65 after 
three quarters and scored the 
first six points of the final 
period. 

Seattle pullel within 80-74 
with 6:09 remaining, but 
Malone had a dunk off a 
pick-and-roll to trigger the 
game-ending run. 

Seattle, which scored 27 
points in the first quarter, 
scored just 29 in the second 
half — 11 in the fourth quar- 
ter. 

"We’ve been playing great 
defence at home,” said 
Malone. "It’s kind of amaz- 
ing. We wish we could bottle 
this up and cany it on the 
road with us. At home it 
seems we just get after peo- 


"We let this team come in 
here and put their bodies on 
us and outrebonnd us and 
outhustle us and that deter- 
mined the game,” said 
Kemp. 'Turnovers killed us, 
I had eight or nine myself and 
I can’t do that. We got non- 
aggressive on offence and 
elected to shoot the ball from 
the outside." 

The Jazz shot 44.2 per cent 
(34-of-77) from the field and 
outre bounded Seattle 45-37. 

The Sonics shot 39.7 per 
cent (27-of-68) and commit- 
ted 27 turnovers, leading to 
27 Utah points. Seattle total- 
led 26 turnovers in the first 
two games. 
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might think. Alt it miuirvs ls that 
you use t ho.-f lilt In £tcv colts to 
ci'um to 15! 

CiL-tting to ihr rijiht cvniraci hjs 
a matter oi simple arithmetic It 
miehl seem that with points in 
high cards, throe no trump would 
l'v iMjtv. But two nf those points 
w cro wasted and an immediate 
.illutik on declarer's -oil underbelly 
pm the contract in jeopardy. 

Since the opponent), had shnwrr. 
no interest in a possible- major-suit 
u’-ime. West decided to lead a heart 
tlv.tn a club That struck 

]-;.i.-t took the ace of hearts and 
returned the five, the original 
fourth-best, and West carefully 
unblocked the jack on the second 
round. Declarer had seven fast 
tricks and could not afford to sur- 
render the lead again. Since the 
•ilmou.» suit to trv for the necessary 


tricks was clubs, a dub was led to 
the king and. when East discarded 
a diamond on a club back to the ace. 
declarer had to go back to the draw- 
ing board. 

Now the diamond king had to be 
onside for the contract to have any 
chance. Indeed, if West held the 
king of diamonds guarded only 
once, that suit would produce two 
extra tricks. When a low diamond 
to the queen won. but the king did 
not appear under the ace. declarer 
needed four tricks from the spade 
suit to get home. 

Should declarer play to drop the 

jack or finesse the ten of spades on 
the third round 11 The opening lead 
marked West Tor four hearts, and 
that defender was known to hold 
four clubs. Since the king of dia- 
monds did not drop. West also had 
at least throe diamonds. Thus. 1 1 of 
West's cards were revealed to the 
mind's eye. so there was no room 
for more than two spades. Declarer 
bnskly cashed the ace and king of 
spade’s and. when West followed 
low to both rounds, confidently- 
finessed the ten of spades next for 
the fulfilling trick 
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Lewis puts 200^ metre speed to test today 

r K . . .... ka ine poorly to_ the sts 


EUGENE, Oregon (R) — 
Eight-times Olympic cham- 
pion Carl Lewis, suddenly 
a sprint threat again, hopes 
to boost his Atlanta 200- 
metre medal chances when 
he competes in the Prefon- 
.taine Classic on Sunday. 

The Grand Prix meeting, 
Lewis's last major competi- 
tion before next month's 
U.S. Olympic trials in 
Atlanta, also features 
world 100-metre record- 
holder Leroy Burrell, 
world pole vault record 
holder Sergei Bubka of 
Ukraine and his South 
African protegee, Okkert 
Brits, and Olympic 
women’s 100-metre 
favourite Gwen Torrence. 

The 34-year-old Lewis, 
who performed poorly in- 
doors, became the buzz of 
last weekend's Atlanta 


Grand Prix event after 
almost catching fellow 
American Dennis Mitchell 
in the men's 100 metres. 

ffis slightly wind-aided 
performance of 9.94 
seconds was deafly Lewis’s 
best showing since he 
docked 9.S6 seconds for a 
then-world record in 1991. 

“I don't think it (the 
time) surprised him.” said 
Mike Takaha, a sprint 
coach at the University of 
Houston where Lewis 
trains. “If anything sur- 
prised him, it was the feet 
that he was able to acceler- 
ate all the way through. 
That part of his race has 
been lacking since 1991. 

“A lot of it is that he’s 
more motivated than he 
has been in some time,'! 
Takaha added. “He knows 
this is probably his last 


Olympics, and he wants to 
go out with a bang. He 
wants people to know that 
he’s still alive. 

“Because of sickness and 
injuries, his level of fitness 
was not very high at the 
end of last year. He had 
lost a lot of his base, and 
his reserve was tapped out. 
Now he's training harder 
than he has in several 
yearn." 

Sunday's race should be 
more of a familiarisation 
run than a major test, 
Takaha said. 

“Because Carl doesn’t 
run the 200 as much as 
some of the other sprinters, 
there are certain things he 
needs to become familiar 
with again, like running the 
curve," Takaha said. 

“But he’s running well, 
and if the weather’s decent. 


Eugene certainly will be an 
easier place’ for him to ran 
a good time than Mount 
Sac was because ^ the turns 
are not as tight.” 

Lewis clocked 20- 1? 
seconds for 200 metres m 
the Mount San Antonio re- 
lays in California last 
month, sixth fastest of tne 
season. 

Burrell, one of Lewiss 
training partners, didn t 
compete in the Atlanta 
meeting because of a foot 
blister, one of a number ot 
problems that have 

bothered him , 

“We'll find out Sunday 

how good a shape he s in,^ 
Takaha said. “I think he s 
in very good shape." 

Burrell didn’t look it ear- 
lier this month in Houston 
when he ran 10.39 seconds 
for 100 metres after react- 


ing poorly to the starter s 
jogging for much 

of the last 25 metres. 

Bubka delivered the 
highest outdoor vault ever 
in® the United States last 
weekend, clearing ,6 IL 

metres (19 feet. 9 inches) at 

Atlanta while Bnts, who 
has been 6.01 metres (19 
feet, 8 Vi inches) this year 
finished eighth at 5.60 
metres (18 feet. 414 m- 

Torrence, who could win 
three gold medals in the 
Atlanta Olympics, also was 
impressive, running the 
year’s fastest women s 1UU 
metres, 10.S5 seconds. 

Men’s double world 
champion Michael Johnson 
will miss Sunday’s meenng 
because of a sore ngnt 
hamstring. He was sche- 
duled to run 400 metres. 


Gascoigne 
out of action 
for final 
warm-up 

HONG KONG (R) — A 
poisoned groin could keep 
Paul Gascoigne out of Eng- 
land's final warm-up game in 
Hong Kong on Sunday, just 
three days before coach Ter- 
ry Venables has to finalise his 
22-man squad for Euro 96. 

Gascoigne, who scored in 
England's 3-0 win over China 
on Thursday, will not be in 
the starting line-up against 
local side Golden after a blis- 
ter on his foot turned septic. 

Venables, who has made 
eight changes from the side 
which beat China in Beijing, 
said: “He got a big blister 
from the boots he wore in 
that game which wasn't too 
bad. 

“But during the trip on the 
plane to Hong Kong it be- 
came poisonous and has 
given him a lump in his groin. 

"He was straggling yester- 
day but it’s a little better 
today and if he feels fine in 
the morning I hope he'll be 
on the substitutes’ bench. It's 
not a long-term problem.” 









Blackburn’s Tim Flowers beads the ball in training as part 
of the Engfirii national side in Hong Kong May 25. England 
wiH play against Hong Kong’s Golden Football Qnb on May 
26, as they continue their preparations for the European 
Championships (Rentes photo) - 
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THE GALLERY 

FOREMOST I’RIV ATF. FINE ARTS GALLERY SINCE 1972 

RARE PRINTS FROM AN ANTIQUE LAND 


OLD LITHOGRAPHS JERUSALEM JAFFA PETRA JERASH 
VIEWS OF JORDAN PALESTINE AND THE MIDDLE EAST 
REPRINTS Ol TRAVEL & HISTORY BOOKS OF THE REGION 
EXCLUSIVE TRADITIONAL PRODUCTS AND ORIENTAL C RAFTS 
ALSO SHOWING PHOTOGRAPHS OF JORDAN 


U tiie gallery, hotel intercontinental Jordan r 

^ TEL 641361 Ext 2183 


England’s Pan! Gascoigne poors a bottle of water over his 
head as a cool break from Hong Kong’s heat and humidity 
during a training session May 25 (Renters photo) 


Zubero wins 
at Alamo Challenge 


FORT LAUDERDALE, 
Forida (R) — Martin 
Zubero, Spain's national 
hero since the 1992 Olympics 
in Barcelona, won the 200- 
metre backstroke at the Ala- 
mo Challenge Friday after 
coming out of retirement to 
prepare for the Atlanta 
Games. 

Zubero, the 1992 gold 
medallist and former world 
record bolder in the 200- 
metre backstroke, qualified 
in February for his second 
Olympics, this summer. 

Zubero, 27, became a 
national hero after winning 
Spain's first gold medals in 
swimming at both the 1991 
world aquatics cham- 
pionships in Rome and the 
1992 Olympics. 


Attention : Production Managers 
Platinum Manufacturing Software 


industrjOS 


Vou are invited to join Scientific for 
Computers & Systems , and their 
Intematinal guests from Platinum 
Software Corporation , and Westwood A 
Best for a one day workshop on 4/6/96 
about how competitive results can be 
achieved by implementing IndustriOS , 
the evolution . IndustriOS delivers client - 
server software designed specifically for 
the customer - centric manufacturer. 
Moreover , it helps you respond quickly to 
your customer , keep product quality 
consistent, improve delivery time , and 
understand product cost drivers. The 
workshop will give you the nucleus of a 
project pfan , and the financial framework 
to support your system project . 


UNDERSTAND HOW THESE SOFTWARE 
FEATURES ADDRESS YOUR CHALLENGES : 


integrated Estimating / Quoting 
Multi - Media Process Plans 
Real - Time Shop Floor Control 
Automated Purchase Requisitions 
Measure and Control WIP 
Accurately Track Labor & Materials 
Schedule Reports and Posting to 
Non - Peak Hours 

Integrate to Platinum’s Financial Software 
Implementation Success Strategy 
Cost Benefit Analysis w 


For Reservation Please Call : 

Scientific for Computers & Systems * - u wLdf 

Tel. 681642 Fax: 681635 


He was paid $2 million by 
his country for winning the 
Olympic gold medal. 

Zubero said he is using the 
four-day Alamo Challenge to 
work his way back into com- 
petitive form. He won the 
200-metre backstroke in a re- 
latively slow 2:04.36 and 
failed to reach the final of the 
200-metre freestyle, one of 
his off events. He finished 
12th in the consolation final 
in 1:57.93. 

t “This second time around 
I’m doing it more for me,” 
said Zubero, who is training 
in nearby Gainesville, Flor- 
ida. “I still love to compete 
and I want to see if I can 
come close to my best times 
again. It would be a nice way 
to go out." 

His brother David, who is 
one of his coaches, is a 1980 
Olymic bronze medallist in 
the 100 butterfly and Zubero 
helped his brother invest the 
money he earned from the 
Spanish swimming federation 
and government. 

“He doesn't feel the press- 
ure like he did last time,’’ 
David Zubero said. “I think 
he’s enjoying it more because 
being 27 he knows his career 
is coming to an end.” 

American schoolgirl Jessi- 
ca Fuschi, 15. won her third 
and fourth events of the 
meeting in the 200-metre 
freestyle and 400-metre indi- 
wdual medley, after earning 
firsts m the 800 metres frees- 
tyle and 800 freestyle relay on 
Thursday. 

. Foschi outsprinted Mex- 
ico s Daniela Villegas to win 
^ et l £S Restyle in 
-04.99. Foschi won the 400 
medley in 4:59.16. 

Foschi tested positive last 
August for steroids at the 
National Championships in 
Pasadena, California, but 
was exonerated by a U.S. 
arbitration committee l ast 
month. 




CINEMA TEL: 634144 

1 PHILADELPHIA 


Sharon Stone & 
Robert DeniroJn 

Casino 

Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:00, 9:00 


c Terminal Velocity 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

* Toy Story 

Show: 5:00 


CONCORD “1” 

* DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15 

* ONLY YOU 

Shows: 10:30 

CONCORD “ 2 " 

* OUT BREAK 

Show: 3:30, 8:15, 10:30 

* ONLY YOU 

Show: 6 only 


Watch!!! 
the new play 


PRESENT S - i! ^ ^ 

the satirical comedey 

Arab Human Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155 - 640155 
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Sports 



HRH Princess Alia A1 Hassein presents 
trophies to winners at Saturday's horse-race 

Arabians race to 
celebrate Independence 

By Munem Fakhonri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — HRH Princess Alia A1 Hassein was all 'smiles 
- -• yesterday as she presented awards to winners in a horse- 
- “race meeting held to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Kingdom's independence day. 

Seventeen pure Arabians participated in the three races 
which took place on the grounds of A1 Hussein Youth City. 

The home-bred "Latif, the winner of the Jast and 
biggest race of the day was disqualified by the stewards 
following a violation committed by its jockey Ahmad .A1 
Dahham. But the incident only added to the excitement of 
the several hundred race goers "who appreciated not only 
the speed of the horses but also their beauty, traits that 
. have been registered by the London-based World Arabian 
Horses Organisation." as a sportsman put it. The 1,600 
metre I M/8 mile) race for older horses went instead to the 
Iraqi bred "Nowwar," which had come in second at the 
finish line. "Nowwar" is owned by Waleed Assaf. The 
1,200 metre ( nearly seven furlongs) opening race (photo 
below) went to the four-year-old "Sarab" which won 
brilliantly from the three-year-old "Amer." Sarab is owned 
by Mr. Azmi Mihyar. 

The 1.400 meter (nearly one mile) second race for 
horses aged five and six years was won by the Holland-bred 
"Bomcnda", which is owned by Mr. Raed Manasreh. 

-V, *i ~ 



Horses race to the finish line in Saturday's 
opening race 

Spanish Open 
defies top seeds 


MADRID (R) —Spain's 
second seed Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario lost her semifinal 
match to Bulgarian 
Magdalena Maleeva in the 
Women's Spanish Open on 
Friday and joined injured top 
seed Monica Seles on the 
sidelines for the finals. 

Fourth seed Maleeva was 
thrilled to have toppled 
defending champion Sanchez 
Vicario 6-4 7-5 in the 
Spaniard’s homeland and on 
her favoured clay surface. 

"It's very lovely to defeat 
Arantxa on clay." Maleeva 
said. 

"It has been one of my 
best matches because 
Arantxa played very well and 
before starting I didn't think 
I could beat her." 

—Sanchez Vicario has won 

ihe Spanish women's event 
five times in its 10-year 
history, including the last 


three in a row but had trouble 
settling into a rhythm 
against the erratic 2 1 -year-, 
old Bulgarian. 

"With her it's always 
heads or tails. Either she hits 
it hard and even or she sends 
them out." Sanchez Vicario 
said. 

The Spaniard hopes to 
redeem herself at the Roland 
Garros Tournament in 
France. "I've had good 
preparation and I'm very 
hopeful." she said. 

Seles, the 1992 winner, 
.had to pull out after reaching 
the semifinals because a 
nagging shoulder injury 
flared up. The American joint 
world No. 1 is now in some 
doubt for the French Open 
next week. 

Maaleeva will face Jana 
Novotna of the Czech* 
Republic in the Saturday's 

final. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor with spacious garden, 2-3 bedrooms, 
family, dining, salon, telephone, central heating in 
Swerfieh area. 

Tel: 736123, 736011 office. 

Res. 864758 Dr. Ghalib. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

A skilled secretary is wanted. Good at filing. 
Preferable with good experience in using 
computer . 

If interested, call at office 512, 5th floor, 
Al Muhtaseb Building, near Jabri 
Restaurant - Gardens Street, 
from 2:30 -7:30 
oniy for Thursday and Sunday. 
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2nd Division Basketball | j Vialli announces transfer to Chelsea 

Hussein top standings as 
Abbasi pull out of tourney 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Al Jeel face Al Rayah and Gazzet Has hem 
take on Homentmen in two crucial match ups that will 
have a significant effect on the overall standings of the 
second division basketball championship. 

However, with only a week left for the conclusion of 
the tournament and while teams battle for the top two 
p l aces, the withdrawal of two tw»m« has left only six 
clubs in contention. 

'Karak had pulled out before the start of the 
tournament, and on Friday Al Abbasi did not show up for 
their scheduled match and announced they were pulling 
out as well citing sub-standard refereeing. Contacted by 
the Iordan Tunes, die Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF) 
spokesman said the federation had not recieved any 
formal letter from Al Abbasi and until now considered 
them only having withdrawn from their latest match 
Friday. If they continue to miss their matches or pull out 
of the championship altogether then they will be 
relegated to the third division and competition rules 
stipulate that all their results will be annulled thus af- 
fecting the overall standings of the other six remaining 
teams. 

Al Hussein Irbid remain the only unbearen of the 
tournament and are the strongest contenders for returning 
to the first division from which they were relegated for 
the first time last season. 

In their latest match they scored a crucial 69-58 win 
over Al Jeel. last year's second division runner up and a 
top contender for promotion. 

Al Hussein had scored their other two victories in 
earlier matches over Homentmen and Gazzet Hashem. 

Their next match is against Al Ashrafieb Wednesday. 

Homentmen, another former first division team rele- 
gated in 1994, play Gazzet Hashem Sunday hoping to 
continue their wins and secure second place and a chance 
for promotion. 

While the top team automatically qualifies, the 
second ranked team will be in a playoff for pro trod on 
when they take on the last-placed team in the -first 
division late on. 

Homentmen had beaten last year's third division 
champs and one of the strongest contenders for 
promotion, Al Rayah 68-56 in their last match Friday. 

Al Rayah are among the top three and had scored a 
big upset over another favourite, Al Abbasi. a former first 
division team who were relegated last year after 
withdrawing from die championship. 

P W L SF SA Pta 

3 - 232 135 6 

283 185 5 

157 287 4 

113 147 4 

112 98 3 

85 107 3 


Job Opportunity for Accountants 

working for a German Consultant in Jordan . 
Qualifications : BA Degree , PC applications , 
knowledge of Accounting Software , 
minimum 5 years of experience 
& Fluent in Arabic and English . 

Tasks: 

1 - General Accounting 

2 - Budget planning & Control 

3 - Cost Accounting & Transfer Prices 
Remarks : initiative in a “first time situation" 
required 

Please send your full application within 2 weeks to 
P.O.Box 941308, Amman , 11194 


THE SEASONS’ 



SHADE OF ELEGANCE 
AT THE FORTE GRAND AMMAN 



Under the Patronage of the French Ambassador 
in Jordan, His Excellency M. 
Bernard Bajolet Forte Grand 
Amman, Printemps & Air 
France present a fashion show 
featuring more than sixty 
designs from fee Spring / 
S umm er collection by Louis FSraud displayed 
by international models. Enjoy the latest in 
Haute Couture followed by a cocktail reception 
May 29th, 7.30 pm. to 9-30 pm. Grand 
Ballroom. Tickets JD 12.000 inclusive. For 
further details & tickets, contact our fashion 
box office on 696511 from 20th to 29th May, 
10 am. to 8 pm. or Air France Office TeL 
666055. 


h iuhft ad 


^ 

FORTE 

GRAND 


'kUf Sfe 


■MaWWiMBlHWIMK 


TURIN (AP) — Former Ita- 
lian national team striker 
GianJuca Vialli announced 
Friday Chat he will transfer 
from Jnventus to Chelsea to 
experience the English Pre- 
mier League following 12 
years in the Italian first divi- 
sion. 

“It will be a sort of rebirth 
for me. I expect to get new 
motivations, new elation 
from this experience," ViaJjj 
told a press conference, as he 
-made public his “divorce" 
from Juventus. 

The 31-year-old, sbaved- 
scalp forward leaves La Jove 
after four seasons, and only 
two days after helping the 
Turin dub to fee European 
Champions Cup title over 
Ajax of Amsterdam at 
Rome’s Olympic stadium. 

The Italian international, 
addressing a crowd of repor- 
ters at the local press dub, 
said be signed a three-year 
contract with the English 
team. 

He did not disdose terms 
of his contract but reliable 
sources reported Vialli would 
get about 2.8 billion lire (S1.5 
million) a year. 

Vialli will serve under 
Ruud Gullit beginning on 
June 30, when his contract 
with Juventus expires. 
However, he will be pre- 
sented by his new dub to the 
English media and fans in 
London on June 17. 

Gullit, who was named 
player-coach of Chelsea two 
weeks ago as replacement for 
Glenn Hoddle, played 
against Vialli in the Italian 
league when the Dutchman 
led AC Milan. 

“Ruud is a good friend of 
mine. He speaks Italian. I’ll 
feel at home with him," said 
Vialli, who joked about his 
lack of English language 
skills. 

“My English is poor and 
HI have to take courses in 
London. Bat I know the 
value of the pound," he said. 






Italy’s Jnventus 
rives for a news < 


plain Gfamfuca Vialli ar- 
erence in Turin May 24 in 


which be announced be will sign a contract 
with Chelsea football dub (Renters photo) 


Vialli explained be dedded 
to sign with Chelsea on 
Thursday, after Juventus 
foiled to offer a contract ex- 
tension. 

It was known that Vialli 
was seeking another 2-3 years 
with the Turin dub, owned 
by a Agnelli automaking 
fomily of FIAT, which only 
wanted to sign a single-year 
deal. 

“I gave and a received a lot 
during four years with La 
Juve," Vialli said. “It was a 
terrific experience. It was a 
divorce by mutual consent. 
Tm leaving without grudge. I 
hope to return to Italy one 
day, possibly as a manager, 
as soccer is all my life." 

Vialii’s agent, Claudio Pas- 
quaiin, disdosed that at least 
15 dubs had expressed in- 
terest in Vialli — several 
from abroad. 

Chelsea made its first offer 
on May 3, Pasqualin said. 

Vialli refused to mention 
the other dubs, but indicated 
that Glasgow Rangers was 


one of them. 

“My desire to go to Lon- 
don, was greater than going-, 
to Scotland,” said Vialli, who 
also noted his fiancee. 
Giovanna Moro, will stay 
with him in London. 

Vialli said he was not de- 
ferred by Chelsea’s failure to 
qualify for the European cups 
next season. 

“I have won all of them in 
my career. 1 can take a sea- 
son off from the international 
scene and help Chelsea win 
a European berth next 
year," said Vialli, who added 
he was looking forward to a 
quicker and physical soccer in 
the English League. 

“For sure there is more fair 
play in England and less dra- 
ma than in Italy. I feel more' 
English than Italian as a play- 
er.” 

Juergen Klinsmann, who 
played in Italy with Inter and 
for Chelsea’s London rivals 
Tottenham Hotspur last year, 
predicted Vialli would make 
a huge impact in England. 


“GianJuca will fit perfectly 
into the game in England," 
the Bayern Munich striker 
and German captain said. 
“He’s not the sort of player' 
Who just concentrates when 
he gets the bail in a match. 

“He is somebody who 
moves and runs for the entire 
90 minutes, working like 
crazy and I know he won't 
have a problem here in Eng- 
land because that’s the type 
of player the fans like to 
see.” 

Or.e of the best all-time 
Italian strikers, Vialli has 123 
goals in 325 Serie A games. 
But he said he was not going 
to England to lead the Pre.- 
mier League in scoring. 

‘The point is the team play 
and the team victory, no mat- 
ter who scores the goals," be 
sud. 

After beginning his career 
in the junior teams of his 
native town Cremona, Vialli 


four wife Juventus. 



VETERINARY CLINIC 


Dr. LENA BILLEH 

apologize To Receive Any Cases In Her Vet- 
erinaty’ClirikrLoCated At The 7-th Circle Opposite 
“ To Ramada Hotel Due To' Travelling Starting 
From May / 26/1996 Til! June 14/1 986 
ANY INFORMATION CALL THE CLINIC AT 866161 
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La Vigeh Beauty 
Salon Opened 

Administered by Beauty Specialist Suha Qaddumi 
LA VIGEH Beauty Salon has been opened. Services include clearing 
skri w8h herbs, reactivallng cwaSatory system, efiminafion of unwant- 
ed fal as wen as dropping weight by cuffing was! by 2-4 cm Special 
rates for brides. Wedding dresses ae also avSabte for rent 

Seventh Circle, AbduBah Ghosheh Street, Qu qp C omplex, 
opposite Tom and Jeny Restaurant, Tel: 865288. 
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Jordan Times, Sunday, May 26, 1996 


Iraq, U.N. said 
to have reached 


accord on PoWs 


KUWAIT (AP) — Iraq and 
the United Nations have 
reached an agreement that 
would clear the way for 
Baghdad to free hundreds of 
prisoners (tom die 1990-91 
Gulf crisis it has repeatedly 
denied holding, the Al Siyas- 
sah daily reported Saturday. 

The pro-government dews* 
paper quoted “informed 
Western diplomatic sources" 
in Amman as saying the pris- 
oners seized in Kuwait have 
been asked to fill out Red 
Cross forms stating that they 
have been living of their own 
free will in Iraq but now 
would like to go home. 

This would give Baghdad a 
face-saving device to release 
the prisoners without having 
to admit that it hud detained 
them, Al Siyassah said. 

Iraq has persistently de- 
nied holding any prisoners 
taken from Kuwait. But au- 
thorities here insist Iraq holds 
609 prisoners who were de- 
tained after Iraq invaded the 
emirate in August 1990. 

The government’s commit- 
tee for prisoners of war 
affairs could not be reached 
for comment on the report. 
But Rolin Wavre of the inter- 
national committee of the 
Red Cross said in Geneva: 
“We have ... absolutely no 
information about any such 
agreement.” 

A deal on releasing the 
Kuwaiti and other prisoners 
would move Baghdad one 
step closer to satisfying U.N. 
Sreuriq Crone:! C". "iT.v.i 
for lifting crippling trade 
sanctions imposed on Iraq in 
1990 after it invaded Kuwait. 


Last week, Iraq agreed to 
Security Council terms that 
will allow Baghdad to sell oil 
worth SI billion every 90 days 
for an initial six-month 
period to buy urgently 
needed food and medicine, 
which it is permitted to im- 
port under the embargo. 

Iraqis view that accord as 
the first crack in the sanctions 
that have devastated their 


economy. 

Baghdad has to account for 
the missing before U.N. sanc- 
tions can be lifted. 

Al Siyassah quoted its 
sources as saying that Iraqi 
authorities recently moved 
the prisoners from jails in 
four Iraqi provinces to Bagh- 
dad. where they would be 
examined by doctors and 
psychiatrists before returning 
home. 

On May 15. a Kuwaiti 
woman, whose name was on 
the list of the missing, re- 
turned home after more than 
five years in Iraq. 

Baghdad said Nadia 
Mohammad Al Inizi had 
been “living freely" in Iraq 
and decided to rejoin her 
family in Kuwait. She has not 
been accessible to the media 
since her return. 

The list of prisoners in- 
cludes 544 Kuwaitis, as well 
as drizens of Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, Egypt, Syria. India, 
Lebanon, Bahrain, Oman 
and the Philippines. 

None of their families have 
heard from diem since they 
disappeared during the 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion and the 1991 Gulf war 
that 'liberated the emirate. 


IN BRIEF 


iLstoln crown prince visits disputed islands 


MANAMA (AP) — The crown prince of Bahrain has 
made a rare visit to Hawar, a Gulf island chain to which 
Qatar also claims ownership. The previously unannounced 
visit by Sheikh Hamad Ben Isa Al Khalifa, a veteran 
commander of the 10,000-man defence force, received 
front-page coverage in Bahrain's government-guided news- 
papers Saturday. The reports said Sheikh Hamad and other 
high-ranking officials attended a reception on one of the 
Hawar islands Friday evening. Qatar and Bahrain have 
been locked in a dispute over the island chain and the 


Zubara region in northwest Qatar for years. The territorial 
dispute flared in 1986, when Qatari helicopters seized 29 


dispute flared in 1986. when Qatari helicopters seized 29 
workers of a Dutch firm sent by Bahrain to the contested 
Fasht-Al-Dibal reef to build a coast guard station. Rela- 
tions between the two countries have since been strained. 


Police shoot dead militant in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — A militant wanted for murdering six 
policemen was killed in a shootout with police raiding his 
mountain hideout in south Egypt on Saturday, police said. 
Police said they stormed the hideout of Mahmoud Ibrahim 
Ahmad, 23, in the desert mountains outside Sawami Al 
Sharq village, 50U kilometres south of Cairo, in the 
province of Sohag. Ahmad was killed in the gun battle after 
which police arrested his collaborator Abdul Ghaffar 
Ibrahim. In their hideout, police found a machine gun 
which had been stolen from a policeman murdered last year 
in Qena, 100 kilometres to the south, as well as a pistol. 
Ahmad and Ibrahim had been plotting “terrorist attacks on 
strategic installations and important personalities” in the 
Sohag area, police said. Ahmad, a member of Egypt's main 
militant group Gamaa Islamiyah. had been wanted for 
killing six policemen in Sohag. Qena and neighbouring 
Assiut provinces in 1995 and 1996. 


Kuwaiti royal determined to become MP 


KUW AH" CITY (AFP) — A member of the Kuwaiti ruling 
family said in remarks published Saturday that he would go 
ahead and stand in forthcoming genera] elections despite 
criticisms of his unprecedented move. “Only the law and 
death will stop me from standing,” Sheikh Ahmad Al Fahd 
Cold the daily Al Scyassah, announcing his determination to 
become the first member of the ruling family to contest a 
seat in the national assembly, or parliament. On Friday, Al 
Seyassah quoted a government source saying members of 
the ruling Al Sabah family are opposed to Sheikh Ahmad's 
decision and that he would withdraw when he returned 
from an official visit abroad. Sheikh Ahmad, who is the 
president of Kuwait's Olympic Committee and Kuwaiti 
Football Association, is due to return from Turkey on 
Sunday. He announced his derision to stand in the 
constituency of Sulaibikhat, a suburb south west of Kuwaiti 
City, in early April. "This is the first time” a member of the 
royal family will stand for parliament, an associate of 
Sheikh Ahmad told AFP. 


Lebanon tells U.S. drugs farming ended 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon, responding to U.S. criticism of 
its anti-drugs efforts, said in a report published on Saturday 
it had wiped out illegal dregs cultivation since 1992 and 
arrested major drug dealers. Thousands of hectares of 
illegal hashish and poppy plantations in the eastern Bekaa 
Valley had been destroyed since 1992 with the help of 
Syrian troops stationed in the country, the Interior Ministry 
report said. “Thanks to the participation of Syrian (army) 
units the cultivation of drugs has been eradicated,” the 
report published in Beirut newspapers said. The report, 
approved by the cabinet of Prime Minister Rafik Al Hariri 
on Wednesday, will be delivered to the U.S. State 
Department in response to its criticisms of Lebanon in its 
annual report on worldwide dregs cultivation and traffick- 
ing, the newspapers said. 


Emergency state in Libya of meningitis 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan health officials have declared a 
state of emergency in the southern city of Sabha for fear of 
a meningitis epidemic, Egypt’s Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) reported Saturday. In a dispatch from the Libyan 
capital of Tripoli. MENA said the health ministry was 
conducting an intense vaccination campaign in Sabha, 
which lies about 650 kilometres south of Tripoli. The 
disease, which affects brain anc spinal cord tissues, was 
believed to be carried to the city by illegal immigrants, 
MENA said. 






FEMALE BULLFIGHTER: Spanish bullfighter Cristina Sanchez toys with a bull during a bullfight in 
the French city of Nimes on Saturday. Sanchez, who was making her debut at the so-called Nunes Fexia, 
is the first female bullfighter in Europe (Reuters photo) 


Khartoum is 
responsible 
for fugitives 
- Egypt . 


Rabbani-Hekmatyar interim 
government soon - spokesman 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan is 
responsible for the extradi- 
tion of ihret militants deman- 
ded by the United Nations 
even if they are no longer on 
its territory. Egypt's repre- 
sentative to the U.N. soiJ on 
Saturday. 

“Khartoum is responsible 
for the surrender the three 
accused no matter what their 
location, whether in Sudan or 
Afghanistan as they claim or 
any other country.” Nabil Al 
Arab! told the government 
daily Al Ahram. 

Mr. Arabi was referring to 
press reports that one of the 
three fugitives. Mustapha 
Hamza, was in Afghanistan. 

The U.N. has slapped di- 
plomatic sanctions on Sudan 
for failing to hand over to 
Ethiopia the fugitives, ac- 
cused of participating in an 
attempt to assassinate Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak in Addis Ababa in June 
1995. 


KABUL (Agencies) — A 
new interim government will 
take office soon in war-tom 
Afghanistan under the peace 
agreement between President 
Bu: halt’d din Rabfcani and 
his former arch-rival Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar signed on Fri- 
day, a presidential spokes- 
r-.ar s/id on Saturday. 

Taliban, a militia besieging 
Kabul since October, has re- 
jected the agreement as a 
deception and vowed to con- 
tinue its campaign to topple 
Mr. Rabbani. 

There has been no re- 
sponse yet from three other 
major factions allied with Mr. 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-e-Islami 
party in an opposition sup- 
reme coordination council. 

Presidential spokesman 
Aziz Morad told reporters 
that Hezb-e-Islami would 
take part in the interim gov- 
ernment under the six-point 
agreement and efforts would 
continue to bring in more 
opposition factions. 

“I will not tell you about 
the posts," be said. “But 


hopefully in the near future 
the interim government will 
begin and many posts will 
change.” 

The pact, signed at Mahi- 
par Dam, 20 kilometres east 
of Kabul, committed Mr. 
Rabbani and Mr. Hekmatyar 
to work for peace, set up an 
interim government accept- 
able to all factions and hold 
elections. 

It called for national unity, 
an Islamic system of govern- 
ment and an Islamic army. 

Mr. Morad said joint poli- 
tical commissions of the gov- 
ernment and Hezb-e-Islami 
would decide which appoint- 
ments would be changed. 

“This is a basic peace 
agreement in our country and 
we won’t stop at this point. 
We will continue negotiations 
with all the factions. We will 
continue these initiatives un- 
til peace comes at the end of 
the war.” 

He appealed to Taliban to 
come to the negotiating table 
and said there was no reason 
for them to continue the war. 


He did not rule out positions 
for Taliban within the interim 
government. 

Government troops joined 
by Hezb-e-Islami soldiers, 
meanwhile stepped up their 
attack on rebel Taliban posi- 
tions southeast of the Afghan 
capital. 

Backed by helicopter 
gunships and air strikes, the 
allied government forces 
broke through Taliban lines 
and caused heavy damages 
and casualties, said Defence 
Ministry spokesman Amrui- 
lab, who like many Afghans 
uses only one name. 

It was the fifth day of 
heavy fighting near the vil- 
lage of Band-e-Ghazi about 
45 kilometres southeast of 
Kabul. 

“We have pushed the Tali- 
ban back from their bunk- 
ers,” Mr. Amrullah said. 

The Defence Ministry and 
commanders near the battle- 
field claimed as many as 400 
Taliban troops had been 


_ (Continued on page 3) 


The sanctions, imposed on 
May 10, may be strengthened 
after 60 days if Khartoum still 
does not comply. 


Mr. Arabi confirmed that 
Egypt had asked for a long 
grace period for Sudan so 
that debate over toughened 
sanctions would not come be- 
fore the Security Council dur- 
ing June, when Egypt holds 
the council presidency. 


NATO soldiers get a reminder 
of duty to arrest war criminals 


“We did not want to give 
Sudan or anyone else the 
opportunity to protest that 
Egypt exploited its position 
as president to push the coun- 
cil to take a certain position,” 
Mr. Arabi said. 

"We hope Sudan will com- 
ply with the U.N. resolution 
to avoid the imposition of 
further sanctions, and we 
hope their response will be 
fast enough," he said. 


TV serials return 


Sudanese state television 
has resumed .broadcasting 
Egyptian television serials 
and films, absent for five 


(Continued on page 3) 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) troops 
serving in Bosnia have re- 
ceived an official notice re- 
minding them of their duties 
to detain war crimes suspects 
if they come into contact with 
them, an informed source 
told AFP Saturday. 

The notice was passed to 
soldiers Friday, after NATO 
chief Javier Solana said in 
Madrid that “war criminals 
should bfe in prison,” the 
source said. 

The notice, handed out fol- 
lowing Mr. Solana's state- 
ment, reminded soldiers that 
the war crimes suspects 
should be “immobilised” if 
the soldiers come into contact 
with them, said the source, 
who has seen a copy of the 
notice. 

The NATO force has reg- 
ularly said publicly its troops 
have orders to detain war 


criminals if they come across 
them in “the normal course 
of their duties,” and the 
wording to the notice is not 
considered as significant as its 
timing. 

NATO has come under in- 
creasing pressure to do some- 
thing about the suspected war 
criminals and was embarras- 
sed this week when the in- 
dicted chief of the Serb army. 
General Ratko Mladic, was 
able to travel freely Monday 
from Bosnian Serb-held terri- 
tory to Belgrade and back for 
a funeral. 

The notice also reminds 
soldiers of the necessity to 
check helicopter flights 
around the country. 

A spokesman for the 
60.000-strong NATO-led 
force in Bosnia, known as 
IFOR, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Max Marriner, said Saturday 
that a Bosnian Serb military 
helicopter had been allowed 


Mubarak, 
Qadhafi 
hold talks 



in Cairo 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubark 


met Saturday with Libyan 
leader Moammar Qadhafi for 
talks on a suspected Libyan 
chemical weapons plant and 
Tripoli’s continuing isolation 
over the Lockerbie bombing. 

The two leaders held a 
half-hour session and were to 
meet again later, Egyptian 
Information Minister Safwat 
Al Sherif told reporters after 
the meeting. 


Brazil’s star 
criminal shoots for 
big screen 


The brief afternoon meet- 
ing “touched on foreign mat- 
ters such as new develop- 
ments in the Arab region as 
well as bilateral relations 
especially m economics and 
investments,” Mr. Sherif 
said. 


Colonel Qadhafi, who 
crossed the border into Egypt 
on Friday, spent the night in 
a caravan camper in the 'de- 
sert betweeen the Mediterra- 
nean coastal city of Alexan- 
dria and Cairo for “security 
reasons,” Libyan sources 
said. 


The Egyptian government 
daily al Ahram said “Amer- 


ican claims that Libya is 
building a chemical weapons 
plant” and the Lockerbie cri- 
sis would figure high in the 
talks. 


to fly from the main Bosnian 
Serb town, Banja Luka on 
Monday to Belgrade and that 
the flight had not been "phy- 
sically” checked by IFOR. 

The helicopter was listed as 
canying a Serb general, he 
said, but the identity of the 
person aboard had not been 
checked, he admitted, while 
saying “logic would con- 
clude” that Gen. Mladic had 
not been aboard since he 
would have had to have come 
to a busy, public airport to be 
so. 

The question of NATO’s 
commitment to arresting any 
of the 56 indicted war crimes 
suspects remaining, after one 
suspect, Serb General Djord- 
je Djukic, died last week of 
cancer and was buried in the 
funeral attended by Gen. 
Mladic, has blown up this 
week as pplitical develop- 


( Continued on page 3j 


Washington has threatened 
military action against the 
plant at Tarhuna, 65 
kilometres southeast .of Tri- 
poli, which it says will be the 
world’s biggest chemical 
weapons factory, if diploma- 
cy fails to stop its construc- 
tion. 

Libya has been under an 
air embargo since 1992 for 
refusing to hand over the two 
Libyans accused of being the 
authors of the 1988 bombing 
of an American airliner over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, leaving 
270 dead. 

“Mubarak will support 
Libya in its position because 
be is certain there are no 
chemical weapons plants in 
Libya,” Col. Qadhafi told a 
public rally in the Egyptian 
resort of Marsa Matruh on 
Friday. 

“Libya is threatened by 
American attacks aimed at 
destroying its development,” 
he said, repeating Libyan 
claims that the factory is to 
produce irrigation pipes. 

He said Washington had 
used photos of the plant 
“taken by Egyptian journal- 
ists and claimed they were 
satellite photos” of a chemic- 
al facility. 

In April, Mr. Mubarak 
pledged to “do our best with 
the Libyans to get rid of this 
factory and stop tins kind of 
chemicals,” while adding t hat 
the chemical weapons claims 
bad not been proven. 

Col. Qadhafi had to drive 
to Egypt with a 40-vehicle 
convoy because Libya is 
under the air embargo that is 
part of the United Nations 
sanctions. 

Libyan Foreign Minister 
Omar Al Montassar said Col. 
Qadhafi would spend three 
or four days in Cairo. 

Mr. Sherif said talks be- 
tween the two leaders would 
also cover economic coopera- 
tion. Diplomatic sources in 
Cairo said they would also 
examine the results of a joint 
trade committee which aims 
at increasing economic coop- 
eration and facilitating the 
exchange of goods and 
labourers between Cairo and 
Tripoli. 

The sources did not say 
whether Col. Qadbafi’s deci- 
sion to expel thousands of 
Palestinians from Libya 
would be on the agenda. 
(Continued on page 3) 


Camera catches Peres haranguing Arafat 
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PARIS (R) — Every journal- 
ist's dream of being a fly on 
the wall at an international 
negotiation came true for 
French film-maker Serge 
Moati when he caught 
Israel’s Shimon Peres haran- 
guing Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat in private. 


Mr. Moari’s documentary 
film, “Shimon Peres, a fight 
for peace." will be screened 
on France 3 public television 
on June 3, after next 
Wednesday’s Israeli election 
in which Premier Peres faces 
a challenge from right-wi~g 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 


A preview this week re- 
vealed a gripping monologue 
in which Mr. Peres told a 
glum-looking Arafat that 
Israel was working hard in 
the U.S. Congress to win 
funds for the Palestinians and 
warned the Palestine Libera- 


tion Organisation (PLO) 
chief not to compromise the 
effort by writing letters of 
protest to the Israeli lead- 
ership. 

The incident was filmed in 
1994 when Mr. Peres was still 
foreign minister and after 
Mr. Arafat, now Palestinian 
president, had returned to 
the Gaza Strip following a 
partial Israeli pullout. 

With a hand-held video 
camera, Mr. Moati was 
allowed to shoot the start of a 
meeting between the two 
men at Erez on the border 
between Gaza and Israel, 
.watched by two nervous 
security men. 

Mr. Peres pulls a letter 
from Mr. Arafat our of h is 
pocket and begins ro com- 
plain: 

“1 want to say one thing. 
Mr. Chairman, about the let- 
ters. I suggest not to write 
letters. Because if you write. 


we shall have to answer. We 
shall answer, we shall begin 
to complain. We shall say 
'you didn't hand over to us 
the prisoners, you didn’t do 
this and that,' which will kill 
the Palestinian story in the 
.Ame rican Congress. 


because we don’t want to 
embarrass the Palestinians. 
So my suggestion is leave out 
letters. Let’s meet whenever 
you fell like it." 


there is a certain warmth in 
his personality, whether you 
like it or not,” Mr. Peres 
said. 


“Because if we shall write a 
letter like this, and it will 
reach the American press, it 
will be a catastrophe. And 
you know we are working 
today for the Palestinian 
cause in the American Con- 
gress more than you are. We 
are now working extremely 
hard to get approval of the 
$500 million, to approve the 
loan. You must understand 
it.” Mr, Peres said forcefully. 

"Yes, yes, we know that,” 
Mr. Arafat acknowledged, 
fumbling with a green plastic 
notepad. 


Mr. Moati told Reuters he 
could not believe his luck 
when he was allowed to film 
the exchange but he was sure 
it would be cut when he 
submitted the film as prom- 
ised to Mr. Peres and Mr. 
Arafat. 

“To my surprise, nobody 
objected,” he said. 

Most of the film was shot 
before Mr. Peres became 
prime minister last Novem- 
ber following the assassina- 
tion of Yitzhak Rabin by an 
extremist Israeli Jew. 


“And for that reason, we 
don't answer publicly even. 


Mr. Moati asked Mr. Peres 

,n an interview what he 
thought of Mr. Arafat. “He’s 
not a charismatic man nor is 
ne physically impressive. But 
i noticed two things. One, 


“And then, he has two 
sorts of looks, of eyes. In the 
morning, they are almost 
closed like a blind person. 
His eyes are wide open in the 
evening because he works all 
night. Then he can be very 
impressive. He looks straight 
into your eyes. 

When I met him I was 
intrigued. I was looking for 
things that made this man 
strong or important. The re- 
cord speaks for itself. It is 
i^afat who put the Palesti- 
nian question on the agenda 
of our time,” he said. 


Asked when he had first 
met Mr. Arafat, Mr. Peres 
hesitated a moment before 
saying: “When we signed the 
agreement in Washington fin 
September 1993).” 1 


BRASILIA (R) — Braal’s 

most camera- friendly crim- 
inal, famous for on-tbe-run 
radio interviews and news 
conferences amid prison 
rioting, has made it to the 
big screen, a director said. 
Lawyers representing Leo- 
nardo Pareja, a convicted 
armed robber and kidnap- 
per, signed a deal which 
will pave the way for a full- 
length feature film with an 
option for a television 
series later, director Regi- 
nald Faria told Reuters. “I 
see it as something of a 
thriller,” said Faria. Pareja, 
22, shot to fame last year 
when he went on a 40-day 
spree of armed robberies 
and high-speed escapes in 
Brazil’s backlands, taunt- 
ing police in radio inter- 
views before giving him- 
self up. 


Paper says 
Madonna to have 
girl 


NEW YORK (R) — ■ Pop 
star Madonna's first baby 
will be a girl, the New York 
Daily News said. A gossip 
column in the newspaper 
said Madonna and boy- 
friend Carlos Leon would 
make the announcement 
when they return soon from 
a trip to London. It quoted 
sources as saying Madonna 
would name her daughter 
Lola. Publicists for Madon- 
na, 37. announced last 
month that she was ex pect- 
ins her firsr baby. 


Mississippi said 
unsafe, polluted 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The, legendary Mississippi 
River, immortalised by 
Mark Twain, has become 
so tainted by sewage that 
long stretches should be 
barred to swimmers and 
some of its fish declared 
inedible, a conservation 
group said Friday. “Large 
portions of the big river ... 
are unsafe for whole-body- 
contact recreation,” the 
group, American Rivers, 
said in a report based on 
recent data from two gov- 
ernment agencies. It said 
most species of fish in the 
river should only be eaten 
occasionally, some only 
once they reached a certain 
size and a few “should not 
be eaten at all.” the 
description stood in stark 
contrast to the waterway of 
Twain's era a century ago. 


Workers find dead 
stowaway in sugar 
cargo 


NEW YORK (R) — A bo- 
dy found in a ship’s cargo 
hold of raw sugar was 
apparently that of a stow- 
away, authorities said. On 
Thursday night, a fisher- 
man spotted a dead man in 
the water near John F. Ken- 
nedy International Airport. 
Airport police said the man 
probably fell out of the ' 
wheel well — the recessed 
area of a plane’s belly 
where the wheels stay 
while aloft 


Youth jailed for 
pelting people with 
paintballs 


LOS ANGELES (R) - 
One of four youths who 
videotaped themselves on a 
paintball rampage shooting 
people from their car plea- 
ded guilty and was sen- 
tenced to two years in pri- 
son. Rufify Flores entered a 
negotiated plea to charges 
of assault with a deadly 
weapon and felony vandal- 
ism. The other three youths 
are also expected to make 
plea bargains. Superior 
Court Judge Sandy Krieg- 
ler gave them one week to;' 1 
reach plea bargains or trial 
will begin next month. The 
four youths were amsied 
last November after tbs 
three-night rampage in 
suburban San Fernando 
Valley area in which sever- 
al people were shot with 
paint balls. The youths 
videotaped their attack. 
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